
Inspection of Little Meadow Group
Elmore Lane East, Quedgeley, GLOUCESTER GL2 4LX

Inspection date: 15 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy and excited to attend this welcoming pre-school. 
They form exceptionally strong relationships with their kind and caring key person. 
Children feel safe and become highly engaged in their learning. Children are 
fiercely independent and relish opportunities to help staff. They take pride in their 
achievements and eagerly help to take their registration photographs and other 
resources to the table at group times. Children are respected and valued as 
individuals. Staff have high expectations for children and interact skilfully to 
support their development. They use their expert knowledge highly effectively to 
challenge children's thinking and extend their future learning skills. For example, 
staff ask children to recall previous activities and invite them to share their 
thoughts with their peers. Children rapidly develop exceptional language and 
communication skills. They use words such as 'hibernation' and explain the 
meaning of this when talking about hedgehogs having a very long sleep.

Children are highly motivated and keen to learn. They freely explore a wide variety 
of exciting and stimulating resources and make independent choices about their 
play. Children use their imagination and make links to past learning as they create 
dens. They develop an excellent understanding of cause and effect. Children take 
turns shining torches inside a dark den to create shadows. Staff give children clear 
and consistent guidance for their behaviour. As a result, children are exceptionally 
considerate to the needs of their peers and readily negotiate methods for turn 
taking.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team is inspirational. They show an exceptional commitment to 
continuous improvement and are dedicated to providing the very best standards 
of care and education for children. Leaders and managers consistently evaluate 
the quality of the provision and identify areas for further development. For 
example, they are in the process of creating a library so children can borrow 
books to read at home with their families. In addition, staff have enhanced the 
outdoor play area to provide even more purposeful learning opportunities, such 
as to extend children's mark-making skills.

n Staff are incredibly passionate about their roles and have an excellent 
understanding of the curriculum. Leaders provide regular opportunities for staff 
to have in-house training to enhance their already excellent professional 
knowledge. As a result, staff are highly effective in helping children to be active 
learners and think critically in their play. Leaders ensure staff's individual training 
needs and personal issues are identified and addressed. Staff report high levels 
of support and regard for their well-being.

n The pre-school has a child-centred approach. Staff actively seek and value 
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children's views and involve them in the planning process to ensure activities are 
wholly based on their interests. Staff make regular, meticulous assessments of 
what children know and can do and every child makes excellent progress from 
their starting points.  Staff ensure that activities precisely match children's 
individual abilities and extend all areas of their learning even further. Staff know 
exactly what outcomes they are looking to achieve as they guide children 
through their learning.

n Staff support children's physical development exceptionally well. Children 
excitedly take part in daily wake-and-shake activities and observe the effects of 
exercise on their bodies with interest. They confidently compare their pulse rate 
before and after exercise and learn the importance of keeping their bodies 
hydrated. Staff provide excellent opportunities for children to learn about the 
world. For example, children learn about growing vegetables from seed to 
harvesting. They eagerly help staff to make and eat nutritious meals such as 
vegetable soup.

n Children behave very well and their concentration levels and attention skills are 
impressive. During small-group activities, staff motivate children to count and 
learn to recognise the sequence of numbers. Children listen intently and are 
highly responsive to adults and one another. For example, they excitedly work 
out the date, adding one more to yesterday's number.

n Staff provide exceptional commitment and support to meet the needs of children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Key persons provide 
meaningful resources to ensure all children are engaged and supported in their 
learning. Staff support all children extremely well to reach their full potential.

n Relationships with parents, carers and other professionals are exceptionally 
strong. Staff share information in a range of ways. They skilfully use this 
information to monitor children's progress and target accurate support to ensure 
their individual needs are met incredibly well. Parents speak very highly of the 
pre-school and state staff 'go above and beyond' to provide the very best care 
and education for their children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a highly comprehensive understanding of child protection and 
safeguarding procedures. They have an excellent knowledge of the possible 
indicators of abuse and the referral process to follow should they have concerns 
about the health or welfare of a child. Staff are vigilant and ensure the 
environment is safe and secure. They teach children how to keep themselves safe, 
for example, providing opportunities for children to learn the dangers of fire and 
how to act responsibly. Robust recruitment and induction procedures ensure staff 
are suitable for their roles and understand their responsibilities extremely well.

Inspection report: Little Meadow Group
15 November 2019 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 511757

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10124622

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Little Meadow Group Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907802

Telephone number 01452 725 834

Date of previous inspection 5 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Little Meadow Group registered in November 2004. It operates from a building 
adjacent to the site of Meadowside Primary School in Quedgeley, Gloucestershire. 
It opens each weekday during term time from 9am until 12 noon, and on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday afternoons for younger children from 12.30pm until 
3pm. The pre-school employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications to at least level 3. The manager holds early 
years professional status. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Holly Smith
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the premises and evaluated an activity with the 
manager to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n The inspector held discussions with the leadership team and staff at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
staff working at the group.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the day and 
through written feedback given at the visit.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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