Inspection of Bridgewater - Early
Years
Bridgewater, Delaval Road, Benwell, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE15 6NL

Inspection date:
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Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children have a diverse range of experiences and needs. Staff develop close
relationships with them and provide an exceptional level of care and support to the
whole family. This helps to promote children's welfare and emotional well-being
extremely well. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities benefit
from teaching that matches their needs and they make the progress they are
capable of. Children who speak English as an additional language develop good
communication skills that prepare them for success in later learning.
Children eagerly join activities that help them to build on what they know,
remember and can do. Staff assess their learning and leaders monitor their
progress. They report that the number of children who reach typical levels of
development before they start school is increasing.
Staff are using new ways to help children to manage their emotions. Children
discuss their feelings. For example, they say they are 'green' when they feel happy
and safe. This helps staff to understand the reasons for children's behaviour and
manage it appropriately. Children benefit from plenty of praise that helps to raise
their self-esteem. They glow with pride when they regularly receive a 'high five'
from staff to celebrate their achievements.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff's good teaching is rooted in a secure understanding of how children learn.
They have good opportunities for professional development, which helps to
ensure that teaching continues to improve. Staff are keen to build on and
implement ideas from training. For example, those who work with babies
describe how recent training has helped them to promote babies' communication
skills more effectively.
n Parents speak very positively about the support they get. They commend staff
for being friendly and approachable and say communication with them is good.
However, not all parents know enough about what children learn in nursery to
help them to extend this at home.
n Staff plan activities to allow children to revisit and reinforce their learning. For
example, the themes of a book are woven into a range of activities. Children
enjoy acting out familiar parts of a story when they go on an outdoor 'bear
hunt'. They extend this further when they act out the story again indoors with
small play figures.
n Babies and younger children develop confidence in their learning. They begin to
use their imaginations and initiate their own play. For example, they climb into a
doll's bed and pretend it is a boat. Staff extend this well by encouraging other
children to join in and singing familiar songs.
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n Older children enjoy plenty of creative opportunities. They explore a wide range
of sensory resources with enthusiasm. For example, they mix water and foam
and try to work out ways to melt ice.
n Staff promote children's good physical and mental health effectively. Children
get plenty of fresh air and take part in exercise indoors and outdoors. For
example, they join regular yoga sessions. This helps to support children's
physical development. They develop very good balance and coordination skills.
n Children behave well and are eager to please staff. They listen carefully, follow
instructions and try hard during activities. However, occasionally, staff are too
quick to help children, or do not fully consider ways to challenge them to be
even more independent.
n Leaders review their practice and have a clear understanding of their strengths
and areas for development. They have reorganised the staff team to provide
more opportunities for newer staff to learn from those with more experience.
Staff are well supported and morale is high.
n Staff's warm and supportive relationships with children are a distinct strength.
Children bound through the door each morning, happy to see familiar staff and
ready to learn. They show a strong sense of belonging and high levels of selfesteem.
n Staff model good manners and respect. They encourage children to help and
understand one another. Children learn about the needs and values of others in
their local community and the wider world.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Children play happily in a secure environment. Staff are vigilant and managers
regularly check and review risk assessment procedures to help to ensure children's
safety. Managers provide staff with information and professional development
opportunities that help them to keep their knowledge about child protection up to
date. They have good knowledge of the signs that may indicate that a child is at
risk of harm. They know what to do if they are worried about a child's welfare.
Recruitment procedures are robust. Managers have developed clear procedures to
monitor staff's ongoing suitability and to deal with any concerns.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n give parents more detailed information about their children's learning and about
how they can extend this at home
n extend the opportunities children have to develop their already good
independence skills to even higher levels.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY340774

Local authority

Newcastle upon Tyne

Inspection number

10117646

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0 to 3

Total number of places

50

Number of children on roll

45

Name of registered person

Bridgewater Primary School Governing Body

Registered person unique
reference number

RP910067

Telephone number

0191 2745290

Date of previous inspection

9 October 2013

Information about this early years setting
Bridgewater - Early Years registered in 2006. The setting employs 11 members of
childcare staff. Of these, nine hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3 or
above. The setting opens Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from
7.30am until 6pm. The setting provides funded early education for two- and threeyear-old children. It supports a number of children who speak English as an
additional language and children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Clare Wilkins
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Inspection activities
n The leadership team explained the nursery's organisation and curriculum during
a walk around the setting.
n The inspector observed staff's teaching during indoor and outdoor activities and
assessed the impact on children's learning and development.
n The headteacher and manager evaluated two activities alongside the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection. She also met with a number of parents and took account of their
views.
n The senior leadership team met with the inspector to discuss leadership and
management in the nursery. The inspector also had discussions with two
members of the governing body.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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