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What is it like to attend this school?  
 
Pupils enjoy school, feel safe and are happy. They attend well and are keen to learn. 
Pupils, staff and parents say the school has improved a lot since September. They 
say the new interim headteacher is making a difference. Teachers have high 
expectations of what pupils should be able to do in a wide range of subjects. 
Lessons are interesting and pupils say teachers make learning fun. Pupils particularly 
enjoy physical education (PE), art, mathematics and science.  
 
Staff expect pupils to behave well at all times. This includes even the youngest 
children in the early years who follow instructions and listen closely to adults. Pupils 
are polite and friendly. They get on well together and show respect towards adults. 
Bullying is rare. Pupils know the difference between one-off incidents and repeated 
bullying. They are confident that staff deal with any unkind behaviour quickly.  
 
Pupils readily take on different roles and responsibilities. These include anti-bullying 
ambassadors, do-jo monitors, student senate members and looking after younger 
pupils. A wide range of clubs, visitors and trips add to pupils’ enjoyment of school. 
Parents are now highly positive about the school. They appreciate the changes 
introduced recently, the improved communication and approachability of staff.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better?   
 
The school experienced unforeseen changes in leadership last year. These changes 
affected the views of some parents and staff. However, the trust provided strong 
support to maintain stability for pupils. Things have now improved. Staff and parents 
have regained their confidence in leadership and are supportive. 
 
Planning in English and mathematics is very thorough. English is now a strength of 
the school. Mathematics has also been an area of focus. Training, coaching and 
support provided to teachers have improved planning and teaching. Pupils’ 
achievement is now rising. 
 
Leaders and staff have worked with other trust schools to review and improve the 
quality of curriculum planning. Many, but not all, themes are carefully sequenced to 
build pupils’ knowledge. Teachers use appropriate short revision exercises and 
assessment checks throughout the topic.  
 
Lessons are engaging. New content is introduced well. Teachers are knowledgeable 
in subjects such as history, science and PE. Resources and exciting activities help 
make learning memorable and meaningful. For example, Year 2 pupils were 
fascinated by the recording they heard of Neil Armstrong’s first words when he 
landed on the moon. However, pupils’ knowledge and skills in art, religious 
education (RE) and French are less well developed. These subjects are not yet 
planned or sequenced as well as other subjects. 
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Teachers prioritise literacy and mathematics in the early years. Children read, write 
and work with numbers every day. Stories, such as ‘The Gruffalo’ capture children’s 
imaginations and are used to develop different skills. Children act out and retell the 
story to others, build characters from playdoh and count the prickles on the 
Gruffalo’s back. Children use mathematical language well, for example to describe 
shapes. Classrooms are bright and stimulating and children develop their early skills 
well indoors. However, opportunities for children to learn outdoors are less well 
developed. This is because activities are not as well planned and equipment is 
limited. Nevertheless, children achieve well and are ready for Year 1. 
 
Reading is at the centre of learning. A love of reading is evident across the school. 
Regular story times transfix pupils. Staff themselves are avid readers. Titles of class 
texts and books that teachers read for pleasure are displayed on classroom doors. 
Phonics is taught systematically. Early sounds are introduced in the Nursery. Reading 
books for younger pupils match the sounds they learn during the week. Attractive 
reading material is available in all classrooms and the library. Parents are 
encouraged to read with children both in school and at home. Any pupils who fall 
behind receive support so that they catch up quickly.  
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), including in the 
Nursery, get lots of extra help. This helps them achieve well. However, plans and 
targets created by leaders for individual pupils are not checked or reviewed 
regularly. This means targets are not always as helpful as they should be. The new 
SEND leader is quickly assessing where improvements are needed to improve 
provision further. 
 
Pupils show high levels of respect for each other and adults, and behave well. They 
have a developing understanding of world religions and British values. They make 
good links between subjects – for example, knowing that the Egyptians worshipped 
many gods just as Hindus do today also that democracy was an important part of 
Greek civilisation. 
 
Leaders monitor staff workload closely. Planning with other schools in the trust has 
helped reduce the amount of time teachers spend on compiling topic plans. Staff are 
positive and feel well supported by leaders. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.  
 
There are highly organised systems to check that pupils are kept safe. Staff are able 
to spot concerns and report these quickly to leaders. This is because they receive 
regular safeguarding updates and training. Referrals are made to appropriate 
agencies where necessary. This ensures that pupils and their families get the help 
they need. 
 
Leaders make sure that they complete all the required checks on staff employed to 
work in the school. Pupils feel safe and have a secure understanding of how to keep 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Tenterfields Primary School 
19–20 November 2019 4 

 
 

safe. All parents who completed the inspection survey agree their children are safe 
at school. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)  

 
 The school’s curriculum is not sufficiently coherently planned and sequenced in 

some subjects. However, it is clear from the actions that leaders have already 
taken to plan next year’s curriculum and train staff in how to deliver it that they 
are in the process of bringing this about. 

 Reading, mathematics, PE, history and science are all planned and taught well. 
Other subjects are less well developed. These include art, computing, French 
and RE. Consequently, pupils have gaps in their knowledge and skills. Leaders 
should replicate the successful planning and delivery seen in the stronger 
subjects to all areas of the curriculum so that pupils achieve in line with the 
standards expected for their age. 

 Additional interventions are provided and specialist support is accessed to support 
pupils with SEND. However, targets set for individual pupils are not reviewed 
systematically by leaders. Some targets are carried forward without any 
monitoring or checking. Leaders should ensure that plans and targets are 
monitored carefully and reviewed regularly to ensure that pupils achieve well. 
Pupils and parents should be part of this process. 

 Children in the early years get off to a strong start in all areas of learning, 
especially their communication and language development and in their personal, 
social and emotional development. However, children’s opportunities to develop 
skills outdoors are less well developed. Leaders should ensure that there is a 
good balance of indoor and outdoor learning activities to enhance children’s 
overall development. 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143195 

Local authority Dudley  

Inspection number 10088531 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 227 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Andrew Middleton 

Headteacher Dominic Simpson (Interim Headteacher) 

Website www.tenterfieldsprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Tenterfields Primary Academy converted to become an academy school on 1 

September 2016. When its predecessor school, Tenterfields Primary School, was 
last inspected by Ofsted it was judged to be good overall.  

 The school is part of the Windsor Academy Trust. It is one of nine schools within 
the trust, five primary and four secondary. School receives support from Trust 
wide staff with specialist expertise. 

 There have been several changes to leadership in the last year. The current 
interim headteacher joined the school in September 2019. The assistant 
headteacher was promoted internally to deputy headteacher in January 2019. A 
new assistant headteacher joined the school this term as curriculum leader and 
Year 6 teacher. The Nursery teacher also became the early years leader in 
September and a new SENCo was appointed for two days per week. 

 The school provides enhanced provision for six Nursery-aged children with special 
educational needs. This is funded by the local authority. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

http://www.tenterfieldsprimary.co.uk/
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 We held meetings with the headteacher, senior leaders, subject leaders and 

teaching staff. We met with representatives of the Windsor multi-academy trust 
and local advisory body. Discussions were also held with the SENCo and early 
years leader. 

 We did deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, history and PE. 
In each subject, inspection activities included discussions with subject leaders, 
visits to lessons, discussions with teachers, scrutiny of pupils’ work and 
discussions with pupils. 

 We checked safeguarding and staff vetting records. We met with the interim 
headteacher as the school’s designated safeguarding leader to judge the 
effectiveness of child protection and safeguarding procedures 

 We observed pupils from Year 1 to Year 3 reading to the interim headteacher. We 
also heard pupils read their work in classes. 

 We observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons and at breaktime. They spoke formally 
with three groups of pupils as well as talking to pupils in lessons and around 
school. 

 We reviewed a wide range of documentation including: the school’s self- 
evaluation and improvement plans, trust reports and minutes of meetings, 
behaviour, exclusion and attendance records and information on the school’s 
website. 

 We took account of 49 responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View, along 
with 32 free-text messages. We also considered 15 pupil and 24 staff 
questionnaire responses. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Heather Simpson, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Susan Hughes Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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