
Inspection of Oak Valley Day Nursery
Century Park, Station Road, Halfway, Sheffield S20 3GS

Inspection date: 14 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at Oak Valley Day Nursery. They enjoy their time at 
the setting and have built secure attachments with staff. Children giggle with 
delight as they jump in puddles outside and splash staff. Staff get to know 
children's individual personalities well. They meet children's physical and emotional 
needs swiftly and offer them plenty of affection and reassurance throughout the 
day. Children have a wide range of activities to choose from, which helps them to 
develop across all areas of the curriculum. 

Staff observe children as they play and adapt activities to follow their lead. For 
example, as babies play with musical instruments, staff incorporate singing to 
further support their communication and language skills.  

Staff have high expectations for all children. They monitor children's progress 
closely and quickly identify any gaps in learning. Staff put support in place so that 
all children achieve and develop the skills they need for the future. 

Children are well behaved and understand the rules and boundaries in place. Staff 
teach children right from wrong and reinforce positive behaviour through the use of 
sticker charts. Children are independent and confident individuals who display 
positive attitudes to play and learning.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff obtain a wealth of information from parents before children start at the 
setting. This includes children's likes and dislikes, background information and 
routine. They find out what children already understand, know and can do, and 
use this information to inform their initial assessments.  

n Children have access to a wide range of activities and learning experiences 
which help them to develop across all areas of the curriculum. Staff incorporate 
children's interests into their planning, while making sure that their learning is 
central. Although the quality of teaching is good overall, staff do not always fully 
extend children's thinking skills and learning through trial and error.  

n Children learn about what makes them unique through the well-planned 
activities on offer. They develop an awareness of the wider world and local 
environment. Children enjoy going on nature walks and visits to the local 
residential home and library. 

n Staff support children's communication and language development well. They 
constantly talk to children and expose them to a range of new words and 
Makaton signs. However, they do not always give children the time they need to 
respond to questions and prompts.

n Healthy lifestyles are promoted. The nursery has an eating policy to encourage 
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parents to provide nutritious lunch boxes for children. Children who eat nursery 
meals enjoy a wide range of food. They develop their independence as they 
serve their own meals and snacks. Staff sit with children to eat. They 
demonstrate good table manners and talk about the different foods they are 
eating. Mealtimes are a social occasion.

n Staff support children's emotional well-being successfully. Children have access 
to a cuddle corner in each room. Here they are encouraged to express how they 
are feeling through photographs and words. Staff use stories and books to help 
children to understand different feelings and emotions. Older children enjoy 
listening to a story about going to school, which sparks lots of discussion.

n Routine activities, such as mealtimes, are used as learning opportunities to help 
children to develop skills. For instance, older children choose what they would 
like for snack and use coins to buy this from staff. They develop their counting 
skills. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. The setting keeps them well informed about 
children's learning and development. Managers and staff have implemented a 
range of strategies to involve parents in their children's learning. For example, 
they provide regular parents' evenings, stay-and-play sessions and parent 
workshops. 

n Leaders and managers regularly reflect on the setting and drive forward 
improvements. They consult with parents and staff about how they can develop 
the setting. The setting is currently building on the health and well-being of 
children and staff. 

n Leaders and managers work closely with staff and monitor their performance 
effectively through observations, supervisions and appraisals. Staff are well 
qualified, experienced and knowledgeable.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff know what signs and symptoms might indicate a child is at risk of harm. 
They understand how to identify and report any concerns they may have about a 
child's welfare. The manager ensures staff keep their knowledge up to date and all 
staff are aware of wider child protection issues. When appointing new staff, the 
manager follows safer recruitment procedures to ensure that staff are suitable and 
have the skills they need to fulfil their roles. The setting supports parents to keep 
children safe and offers paediatric first-aid classes for parents. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children's interests in making discoveries and learning through trial and 
error more effectively
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n give children time to think and respond to questions and prompts to fully 
support their communication and language skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551208

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10126937

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Early Years Care & Education Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP551205

Telephone number 0114 2477677

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Oak Valley Day Nursery re-registered in 2017. The nursery employs 14 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 12 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 
7am until 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Cotton
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk across all areas of the 
setting to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and quality practice 
manager. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. 

n A meeting was held between the inspector, setting manager and quality practice 
manager. The inspector looked at a sample of the setting's documents. This 
included evidence of staff suitability and training. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents through discussions and 
written feedback provided. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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