
Inspection of Colourbox Montessori 
School, Newmarket
Exning Road, Newmarket CB8 0EB

Inspection date: 18 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The provider ensures that staff are highly trained and knowledgeable about the 
Montessori approach and the learning environment. Every activity has a purpose 
and is there for a reason. Children are highly motivated to investigate and learn.

Staff provide an exceptionally safe learning environment. Children feel content and 
secure at this setting. They form strong relationships with their key person and 
other staff, who are excellent role models. The management team has high 
expectations and works tirelessly to ensure children have the very best 
experiences. For example, at 'The Country Club' children explore the sand on 'the 
beach' and learn how to use oars while sitting in a boat. Children are eager to 
collect leaves and climb a tree under close supervision. Staff understand how these 
enriching opportunities contribute to deepening children's experiences of the wider 
world.

Children behave exceptionally well. They learn to respect and look after 
themselves, each other and the environment from an early age. Staff are skilled at 
knowing when to involve themselves in children's play and when to step back. 
Children concentrate, becoming fully absorbed in activities. They demonstrate 
resilience as they keep on trying. Children beam with pride as staff acknowledge 
their achievements.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and her management team are absolutely committed to pursuing 
excellence in all that they do and meticulously reflect on all aspects of provision. 
Regular monitoring of staff performance leads to exceptional practice. The 
managers inspire staff to make the most of their individual skills and successfully 
support them to obtain qualifications and further their careers.

n Parents and carers offer the highest praise for the setting. They comment on 
how their child has progressed since attending and the excellent feedback they 
receive from staff.

n Staff are kind and caring. Babies and young children receive reassurance when 
needed and snuggle close to staff and enjoy comfort. Children eat healthy and 
nutritious food. Staff manage children's allergies or preferences extremely well.

n Children develop high levels of independence from an early age. They 
understand what is expected of them. For example, children are confident to 
place the items they have selected on a mat and tidy them away when they 
have finished. Staff sensitively monitor what children are doing, talk to them and 
offer support where needed.

n Staff provide an exceptionally calm environment and make meaningful 
contributions to support children's learning superbly. They use songs, books and 
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resources extremely well. Staff are highly skilled at introducing children to new 
words, such as 'continent', to fully extend their ongoing learning. Children show 
delight as they look at books with staff and are eager to join in with familiar 
songs.

n Children are eager to take on small tasks and gain a sense of responsibility. 
They learn to manage risks and use tools appropriately. For instance, children 
use safety knives to slice their cucumber or banana for their snack. At lunchtime, 
very young children tuck their chairs underneath the table when they have 
finished eating and know to scrape their plates. They confidently return to their 
place with their pudding.

n Staff provide a highly inclusive environment where all children are individually 
valued. They develop precisely targeted support for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, working extremely closely with parents and 
other professionals to meet children's specific medical needs. Children who 
speak English as an additional language have opportunities to hear their home 
language in play. Equally, staff support them to develop their level of 
understanding of English words and their range of vocabulary.

n Staff report that they feel extremely well supported and valued in their role. 
They work very well together and have a clear understanding of their 
responsibilities. This helps daily routines run smoothly.

n All children make substantial and sustained progress throughout their time at the 
setting. They rapidly gain the skills they need for the next stage in their learning. 
Children are enthused to practise their early reading and writing skills and 
immerse themselves in learning mathematical concepts.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a very secure knowledge of child protection procedures and an 
excellent understanding of what to do should they have any concerns about a 
child's welfare. Staff are fully alert to the possible signs of abuse and neglect, and 
understand wider issues surrounding child protection. Robust and rigorous 
recruitment procedures are in place to ensure that only the most suitable staff are 
employed to work with children. The management team vets staff closely and 
carries out a thorough induction process to help ensure new employees understand 
and meet the setting's high standards.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY471137

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10113068

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 83

Number of children on roll 117

Name of registered person Colourbox Montessori School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903381

Telephone number 01638667787

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2014

Information about this early years setting

Colourbox Montessori School, Newmarket, registered in 2013. It follows the 
Montessori approach to education. The setting employs 28 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 20 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above, 
including four with early years teacher status or qualified teacher status. The 
setting opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 
6pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Harris

Inspection report: Colourbox Montessori School, Newmarket
18 November 2019 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the setting and made observations throughout the 
inspection of children's experiences in the setting.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector completed joint observations of activities with the operations 
manager and the setting manager.

n The inspector held a meeting with the management team. She looked at a 
sample of the setting's documents. This included evidence about staff suitability 
and training.

n The inspector spoke to parents and carers during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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