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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Celebrating what pupils do well is central to the work of Upshire Primary Foundation 
School. Pupils choose the work that they are proud of and display it around the 
school. They regularly choose to show work to adults elsewhere in the school to 
share success. Leaders reward achievements through the whole curriculum in 
assemblies.  
 
Pupils proudly show the badges they receive for their achievement and good 
attendance. As they move through the school, they take on increased 
responsibilities. For example, pupils take on the roles of house captains, prefects 
and play leaders. They also help care for the school tortoise. Year 6 pupils earn 
additional privileges for being good role models. They are aware that these may be 
lost as well as earned. Pupils wear badges showing their ‘VIP status’ with pride. 
 
Teachers have recently improved the curriculum, particularly in history, geography 
and science. Pupils are very interested in the current history topics and have a 
detailed knowledge of what they have learned. They appreciate the money leaders 
have spent on buying good-quality reading books. Pupils say they particularly enjoy 
the non-fiction books linked to their topics. 
 
Pupils play well together with the wide range of equipment and apparatus available 
outside. There are very few bullying or significant behavioural incidents. Where 
these do occur, staff deal with them quickly. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders are ambitious for pupils. Following several years of poor key stage 2 reading 
outcomes, they undertook a full curriculum review. Staff, governors and pupils know 
what the school’s priorities are and what is being done to further improve the 
school.  
 
There has been success in increasing the proportion of Year 6 pupils attaining the 
expected standard in reading. Leaders know there is work to do to make sure that 
more pupils reach the higher standard. Leaders have brought more challenging 
books and non-fiction books that pupils say they particularly enjoy reading. Leaders’ 
aim is to increase the challenge of what pupils read and develop them from liking to 
loving reading. A ‘reading stop’ with teachers every Wednesday for families is 
popular.  
 
Reading comprehension is taught using a common approach across the school. All 
pupils are supported to access high-quality texts. This focus on the texts pupils read 
links to how writing is taught. Pupils look at structure, plan out story maps and then 
change these to create their own work. 
 
Pupils achieve in line with national averages in the phonics screening check at the 
end of Year 1. For each new sound, pupils spend time reading words with that letter 
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pattern and then, later, spend time practising writing it. However, teachers do not 
always develop the links between the sounds that letters make and what they look 
like when written.  
 
In mathematics, pupils are supported where needed and given challenge. Some 
pupils receive extra teaching before a topic to help them access the lessons. Where 
modelling is used, for example, using pictures, this helps pupils understand. Some 
teachers do not always make good use of these and this is also the case in some 
other subjects.  
 
At the time of the inspection, most topics were centred around history. The history 
curriculum has had a recent review. Pupils are positive about these lessons. They 
know lots of historical information and understand the relevant vocabulary. Teachers 
make the teaching come to life, for example a day experiencing a ‘Victorian 
classroom’.  
 
Physical education (PE), looked at in depth in the inspection, is taught well. Teachers 
have received training which has made them more confident in delivering the 
subject.  
 
Behaviour is good. Most pupils are motivated and want to do well. Developing pupils’ 
resilience, ‘self-regulation of behaviour’ and desire to learn is important. This is 
developed through a well-planned personal, social, health and emotional education 
programme. There are rewards for pupils doing well, and successes are shared 
widely.  
 
Children in the early years make a good start to their education. Parents and carers 
are positive about the experience their children have. There is a warm relationship 
between the adults and children. There are plenty of opportunities for children to 
both learn and play. 
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. The 
special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) and her team of support assistants 
work well to meet the varying needs of the pupils. Staff across the school receive 
specific training to enhance practice further. 
 
The school is well led. Leaders are reflective and aware of what they need to do to 
further improve pupils’ progress. They have taken effective action over the last few 
years to start this process, with reported achievement outcomes in 2019 being at 
national averages or above across the school. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Pupils are kept safe. They say they feel safe and know how to keep themselves safe 
online. Parents who responded to the online survey, Parent View, agreed. Virtually 
all parents would recommend the school.  
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Any concerns about pupils from staff are dealt with rapidly. The school’s systems 
enable excellent communication between staff in knowing, where appropriate, 
information that helps them support individuals. Regular training keeps staff aware 
of local safeguarding issues that may put pupils at risk. 
 
Those responsible for attendance work hard to make sure that pupils attend school 
every day. They support families needing help to do this well.  
 
Governors and leaders ensure that all appropriate checks are made on adults in the 
school to make sure that they are suitable to work with pupils. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 There is a clearly understood approach to teaching phonics but not enough 

emphasis on the links between the sounds and what the letter form looks like. 
Teachers need to further develop this link.  

 Although attainment in reading at the end of key stage 2 has significantly 
improved, there is still work needed to challenge the most able readers and 
further raise their attainment. Leaders know that pupils like reading, but not 
enough pupils yet have a love of reading. Teachers need to develop pupils’ 
interest in books, making sure that the most able are adequately challenged. 

 Sometimes, there are occasions across the curriculum where teachers could 
support the learning of pupils better by modelling more clearly what they are 
expecting from them. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.  

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 115310 

Local authority Essex 

Inspection number 10110245 

Type of school Primary 

School category Foundation 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 231 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Simon Fletcher 

Headteacher Jacqueline Blackburn 

Website www.upshireprimaryschool.com 

Date of previous inspection 8–9 July 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Upshire is a foundation school under the control of the governing body. Some of 

the governing body are also governors of Fledglings Pre-School, which shares the 
school site. 

 Fledglings Pre-School is separately registered. It provides breakfast and after-
school provision for pupils from this school.  

 The school is a one-form entry school, except for one year group – currently Year 
2 – where an extra class was created to meet local demand for places. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 As part of this inspection, inspectors met with the headteacher, SENCo, senior 

teacher and subject leaders. They also met with groups of teachers and pupils. 
They met the chair of the governing body. An inspector spoke to both the current 
and previous local authority representatives. 

 Reading, mathematics, history and PE were considered in depth as part of this 
inspection. Inspectors spoke to subject leaders, visited lessons, undertook work 
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scrutinies and met with teachers and pupils to help them understand the quality 
of education. 

 To inspect the school’s safeguarding arrangements, inspectors spoke to the 
designated safeguarding lead, members of staff, parents, the chair of governors 
and pupils. They checked the single central record and a sample of safeguarding 
records. 

 Inspectors observed playtimes and lunchtimes. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Tessa Holledge, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Nick Rudman Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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