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Inspection dates: 30 October 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Kate Greenaway Nursery School and Children’s Centre continues to be an outstanding 
school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Children are happy and safe in this vibrant and joyful school. Staff nurture children’s 
independence and self-confidence. This means that children come to school eagerly. 
They relish discovering and playing with their friends, and often become absorbed in 
their learning. For instance, we saw children engrossed in problem-solving activities high 
up in the ‘tree house’ as well as planting seeds in the flower beds below.  
 
Children behave very well indeed. Staff encourage them to be respectful and kind. 
Children take notice when staff explain to them how to behave sensibly. They play 
cooperatively and show obvious care for each other. Unkind behaviour is very unusual 
and dealt with quickly by staff. 
 
Leaders and staff have the highest expectations for all children. They select activities and 
resources to ensure that all children achieve highly. Promoting children’s love for songs, 
rhymes and stories is central to this. Children take great delight in listening to and joining 
in with story times. They are keen to share and talk about the many high-quality books 
available. 
 
Parents and carers value the school’s work immensely. Summing up the views of many, 
one parent said that: ‘The staff are always so welcoming and friendly and there is a 
lovely atmosphere.’ 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Children achieve exceptionally well here. Planning for children’s learning and 
development is aspirational. Leaders are unequivocal in their work to ensure that children 
are well prepared to start primary school. 
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In all areas, staff take great care to develop children’s knowledge step-by-step. They 
invest time getting to know each child and quickly identify things children may find hard. 
Staff use their expertise to help children overcome any difficulties. This ensures that all 
children achieve to the very best of their abilities. Staff have the same high expectations 
for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Adults adapt 
planning to meet children’s needs and very sensitively encourage them to try their best.  
 
Staff place great importance on ensuring that children can express their ideas and 
feelings. They plan activities carefully to help children become confident. Children are 
curious and ask lots of questions. Art therapy sessions encourage children to talk about 
any worries they may have as they play. 
 
Children with SEND receive highly effective support. This enables them to follow school 
routines and take part fully in all activities. Children’s behaviour is highly positive. Staff 
manage any issues swiftly so that children play and learn together happily.  
 
Children have plenty of well-planned opportunities to learn about the wider world. For 
instance, children learn about how plants grow and the importance of growing plants for 
food. Frequent visits to nearby woodland areas deepen children’s understanding. These 
visits also enable children to identify and manage risks in a safe manner, and this, too, 
strengthens their understanding of the world around them.  
 
Staff see books as a ‘window to the world’. They choose texts thoughtfully to support all 
aspects of children’s development. For instance, staff use the book ‘Owl Babies’ at the 
start of the autumn term. This helps children to understand themes such as separation 
and reunion. In this way, children missing their parents also learn that, just like the owls 
in the story, this feeling is fleeting and not permanent. 
 
Book areas offer calm spaces for children to read to themselves or with an adult. 
Children love joining in with the daily story times. Staff select books so that children 
experience a rich range of texts. They also choose stories which include repetitive words 
and phrases. Examples include the ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and ‘Farmer Duck’. Staff know 
how important this is to support children’s language development. They make sure that 
children revisit books several times so that children use the new words that they hear.  
 
Staff are well trained in phonics. They take every opportunity to help children recognise 
sounds that they hear. Staff then support children to identify and name letter sounds in 
simple words. This prepares children very well for their learning in the Reception year. 
 
All staff feel included in the leadership of the school. Senior leaders are adept at ensuring 
that staff workload is managed well.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Regular training ensures that all staff and governors are vigilant. They know the signs 
and symptoms of abuse. Staff report any concerns immediately. They follow the school’s 
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policy for managing concerns. Leaders act immediately on concerns that are brought to 
their attention.  
 
Leaders work closely with parents and external agencies to protect children at risk of 
harm. Children are encouraged to tell an adult if they see or experience something which 
upsets them. They are taught where it is safe to play in each session. For instance, 
children know that they need to stay on the blue padded mats when working on 
throwing and catching skills.  
 

Background 
 
When we have judged a maintained nursery school to be outstanding, we will then 
normally go into the school about once every four years to confirm that the school 
remains outstanding. This is called a section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt 
outstanding school. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. 
However, if we find some evidence that the school could now be better than good or that 
standards may be declining, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will 
convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged Kate Greenaway Nursery School and 
Children’s Centre to be outstanding on 24 November 2015. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 100385 

Local authority Islington 

Inspection number 10110432 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 102 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Peter Shaw 

Headteacher Fiona Godfrey 

Website www.kategreeaway.org 

Date of previous inspection 24 November 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This is a larger-than-average sized nursery school. It also provides part-time or full-

time education for children from two to five years of age. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We visited classrooms; several lesson visits were carried out jointly with members of 

the school’s leadership team. 

 We met with members of the governing body and an adviser from the local authority. 

 We did deep dives in these areas of learning: reading, personal, social and emotional 
development, and communication and language skills. We met with the leaders for 
each area, visited lessons, talked to children and looked at children’s work. We read 
with children and listened to reading. We also considered children’s learning in other 
subjects.  

 We looked at information related to safeguarding. We held meetings with leaders to 
discuss safeguarding. We also reviewed the checks that leaders make on adults who 
work in the school.  

 We gathered the views of parents through Ofsted’s Parent View survey, including 
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written comments. We also spoke to parents on the morning of the inspection.  

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Tim McLoughlin, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Susan Brooks Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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