
Inspection of Gateway Grange Rowner
Highwood Road, GOSPORT, Hampshire PO13 9TU

Inspection date: 15 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and secure. There is a good settling-in process that helps 
children to build strong attachments with staff. The manager has high expectations 
for all children to help them to make the best possible progress. She is dedicated 
and passionate about her role and responsibilities, including helping to build a 
highly effective team. Staff provide safe learning environments through a good use 
of risk assessments that are adapted continuously. Children are developing good 
independence skills and are encouraged to persevere with tasks. For instance, 
children show immense pride as they manage to zip up their jackets by 
themselves. Children behave well. Staff are good role models who provide 
consistent and age-appropriate explanations. These help children learn to manage 
their own emotions and feelings. Staff are very respectful of each other. This helps 
children to learn and develop good social skills and an awareness of the similarities 
and differences in themselves and others. The diverse range of children and 
families who attend the pre-school helps children to have a deep understanding of 
the community and wider world around them. Children are inquisitive and engaged 
learners. However, staff occasionally miss opportunities presented to further 
challenge children's emerging interests in their play. Although children have access 
to bright and spacious learning environments, these are not organised effectively 
enough to help children to fully concentrate on tasks. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, and those who 
receive additional funding, are supported well. There is a targeted approach 
towards the next stages in their learning. Partnerships with other professionals 
are well established to constantly share information on children's development.

n The manager uses the process of self-evaluation well. The views and 
suggestions of the staff team, children and parents are valued as an important 
part of identifying areas for improvement and change. A firm focus has been 
placed on improving the planned mathematical opportunities to support 
children's learning even further. 

n The manager uses a well-established supervision system to support and enhance 
the practice of the staff team. Staff have one-to-one meetings and play a key 
part in planning their own professional development. Staff are well qualified. A 
recent course on supporting children's communication and language has helped 
staff to introduce further ways of increasing the vocabulary children use in their 
everyday play and learning.

n The staff and the manager precisely track and monitor the progress of the 
children well. They are able to swiftly identify potential gaps in children's 
development to provide additional support if required. Staff observe the children 
to plan for their future learning. 

Inspection report: Gateway Grange Rowner
15 November 2019 2



n Partnerships with parents are well established and they feel valued and included 
in their children's achievements and successes. Staff share ideas and 
suggestions with parents to help their children to continue to learn at home.

n Staff successfully support children's communication and language development. 
They introduce simple words and sounds during story time for younger children 
and ask older children more challenging questions during circle time. This helps 
them to use and express their own opinions and views. However, occasionally, 
staff miss opportunities presented to further support and challenge children 
during their play.

n Children are creative and imaginative. They enjoy pretend play together as they 
patiently wait to fill up at the 'petrol station' on the bikes. Younger children work 
together to fill up containers with coloured leaves from the garden. They enjoy 
sensory experiences as they make shapes and patterns in wet sand. This helps 
children to have outdoor physical development opportunities and daily access to 
fresh air.  

n Children are developing good physical skills. They use tweezers to move objects 
around and recognise similar-sized, coloured bears. Younger children count as 
they play and enjoy working out problems as they press buttons and flaps to 
build on their early mathematical awareness. Older children use their increasing 
abilities to match patterns as they complete more intricate jigsaw puzzles. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a vigilant culture towards the safeguarding of children. All staff have a 
secure knowledge of how to identify potential signs of abuse and the procedures 
they would use to report any concerns. Recruitment procedures are robust and 
have a very firm focus on ensuring the suitability of staff who work directly with 
children. The manager uses daily risk assessments well to keep the children at the 
pre-school safe and secure at all times. For example, visitors are immediately 
informed about the policy for mobile phones before being shown around. A secure 
keypad system on each door means unauthorised visitors cannot gain access to the 
spaces used by children. This allows children to have safe and unrestricted access 
to the indoor and outdoor play areas.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of the indoor learning environment for older children to 
fully support learning and improve concentration skills

n improve the way in which staff respond to children's emerging interests to 
provide more challenging learning experiences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY458398

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10075370

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Trinity Gateway Community Services

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532311

Telephone number 02392582791

Date of previous inspection 14 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Gateway Grange Rowner re-registered in 2013. It is located on the site of Grange 
County Infant School in Gosport, Hampshire. The pre-school is open each weekday 
between 8.30am and 3.30pm, during term time only. The setting employs 11 staff. 
The manager holds a level 4 early years qualification, eight members of staff hold 
level 3 early years qualifications and one member of staff holds a level 2 early 
years qualification. The setting receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gwendolyn Andrews
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Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager and discussed the 
process of evaluation, how the curriculum for children's learning is planned and 
the current areas identified for improvement.

n The inspector observed the teaching and learning, indoors and outdoors, and 
the impact this has on the development of the children. The inspector spoke 
directly to parents and took their comments into consideration. 

n The inspector entered into discussions with staff and the children at appropriate 
times. The inspector also spoke to staff about their knowledge of safeguarding 
and the procedures in place for reporting any concerns.

n A joint observation was completed with the manager. The inspector held a 
leadership meeting with the manager and the nominated individual.

n A range of documentation was sampled, including suitability checks, recruitment 
files and staff supervisions, and professional development plans. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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