
Inspection of Natural Explorers @ 
Simmondley Primary School
Simmondley Primary School, Pennine Road, Glossop SK13 6NN

Inspection date: 11 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are at the very heart of the pre-school. At the start of a session, children 
cannot wait to find out what is on offer and immediately select their chosen 
activity. Children's imaginative skills and creativity are highly valued. The resources 
offered to children, such as wooden blocks, fabrics of different shapes, sizes and 
textures, and wooden and metal objects, are the catalyst for children's learning. 
Children use these to create outfits of their own design, make meals in the role-
play area and enclosures for animals in the construction area. 

Children are happy, inquisitive and independent as they explore and find out about 
the world around them and follow their interests. They are treated with respect by 
staff, who know and understand what children are capable of achieving. Children 
have excellent support and guidance to encourage them to keep trying and to 
succeed. 

Children thrive in the safe and secure environment. They learn how to assess risks 
themselves. For example, when they play outdoors, they learn about how to move 
about on the slippery surface in the mud-kitchen area. Children also begin to learn 
about online safety through listening to age-appropriate stories about characters 
who expose themselves to danger. Children are considerate and manage their 
feelings and behaviour very well. They remind each other about sharing and tell 
each other clearly when they are not sharing properly. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have an exceptional understanding of how children learn and develop. 
Children play and learn in an environment that is rich in opportunities to develop 
their interests and skills in reading, writing and mathematics. The role-play area 
is a strong example of this. Children have socks to play with, which they sort 
into pairs, look for patterns in, and organise into size order on the washing line. 
They tidy the area by matching the shape of household items, such as plates, 
pans and cutlery, to shapes on the storage units. Children manipulate play 
dough and strengthen their hands, wrists and fingers to develop control for 
writing. 

n The manager has very detailed knowledge of the staff and children. 
Consequently, staff access training that is well matched to their needs. For 
example, after attending training, staff sensitively seize opportunities that arise 
in play to develop children's skills, knowledge or understanding. They use 
teaching techniques that they know the children will respond to. This works 
exceptionally well. Children eagerly learn new things as they benefit from staff's 
excellent knowledge base. For example, a staff member used a book with a 
group of children to research dinosaur names. When they could not find the 
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name of one dinosaur in the book, the staff member suggested they use the 
internet to look for it. On a child-friendly website, children became engrossed in 
looking for the missing dinosaur name, while also learning facts about the 
dinosaurs they already knew. 

n Staff take care to get to know and understand the children. Their knowledge of 
children's personal experiences is excellent. For example, children who 
consistently choose indoor play are tempted outdoors as they see the other 
children having fun climbing on tyres, balancing on planks and rolling large 
cylinders across the ground.

n Children's physical and emotional well-being are a high priority. Staff use 
carefully chosen words to help children to understand how they are feeling. 
They acknowledge when children are upset and say, 'I can see that you feel sad; 
tell me what is making you sad?' Great care is taken in how staff phrase 
questions. Children consider and reply without fear of giving the wrong answer. 
After only a few weeks of attending, children are highly competent and confident 
learners.

n Children's large- and small-scale physical development are given equal attention. 
Staff know that children need to continue to practise and secure what they can 
do. The thoughtful organisation of the environment aids this. For example, 
outdoors, a child rolled a tyre around the play area. He later painted a picture 
using large sweeping brush strokes. In another activity, he used a pen to write 
on a postcard, peel a stamp and stick it on. The range of activities offered 
supports children's developing physical skills extremely well.

n The manager has an excellent understanding of how to deliver a well-balanced 
curriculum. Everything on offer is carefully planned to build on or consolidate 
children's learning. For example, at the start of the year, children have access to 
ready mixed paints. By the end of the year, children are able to use powder 
paints to mix with water and experiment with mixing colours. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a very good understanding of the pre-school's safeguarding policy 
and procedure. Without hesitation, they speak about the signs and symptoms of 
child abuse. Staff know what action to take if they have any concerns about a 
child. There is a strict policy restricting the use of any devices, such as mobile 
phones, in the setting. The setting is open plan and staff are never left 
unsupervised. When intimate care such as changing a child's clothes takes place, 
staff are visible to their colleagues, while still protecting children's privacy. 
Recruitment procedures are robust. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY544724

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10129896

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 3 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Natural Explorers Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909996

Telephone number 01457 852694

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Natural Explorers @ Simmondley Primary School registered in 2017. It is on the 
school site of Simmondley Primary School, in the Glossop area of Derbyshire. Pre-
school sessions run from 8.45am until 12.15pm and 12.15pm until 3.15pm, with a 
lunch club available. The setting operates a breakfast club from 7.30am and an 
after-school club until 5.30pm in the school. The setting employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, three have an appropriate qualification at level 6 and one 
at level 3. The setting receives funding to provide early education for three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Smith

Inspection report: Natural Explorers @ Simmondley Primary School
11 November 2019 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector assessed the quality of education in the indoor and outdoor play 
areas.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of staff working with children with 
the manager to test the accuracy of the manager's view of teaching and 
learning.

n The inspector spoke to a parent and took their views into account.
n The inspector reviewed a range of documentation, including information about 

the suitability of staff to work with children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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