
Inspection of Beech House Nursery 
School Limited
1 Hampton Park Road, Hereford HR1 1TQ

Inspection date: 13 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are offered an inspiring range of activities that quickly capture their 
interest and help them develop a positive attitude to learning. They are extremely 
confident and keen, and display a 'can do' attitude. Young children listen 
attentively and watch with fascination as staff play a musical instrument. Staff 
extend their learning and invite them to touch the instrument and inspect what is 
inside the case. Babies use their senses in exploratory play. They delight in 
splashing water and use their fingers to explore foam. Staff sit alongside and offer 
lots of support and encouragement. Older children immerse themselves in 
imaginary play. They recall experiences from home as they pretend to go on 
holiday. Children 'check in' at the airport and pretend to weigh their luggage, 
before boarding an aeroplane. Staff are highly skilled in supporting children's 
mathematical development. Children identify shapes, such as a square, and 
compare this to a rectangle. Children are beginning to understand the value of 
numbers. They count the dots on a dice and link these to numerals. Staff make 
learning fun. They suggest children position themselves in order relating to the 
number cards they hold. Children excitedly make a number line. Staff support 
children to develop a love of books. They use different tones and animated voices 
as they read to children throughout the day. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery has a warm and caring ethos. Children are placed securely at the 
heart of staff practice. Excellent settling-in procedures support children to feel 
secure when they first begin to attend and when they move between rooms. 
Children are very happy. They have exceptionally secure and trusting 
relationships with the kind and caring staff, who are responsive to their 
individual needs. Children develop a strong sense of belonging.

n The experienced and dedicated management team do their utmost to deliver 
high-quality, inclusive care and education to all. They lead a staff team who are 
highly motivated and enthusiastic, and always strive for excellence. The 
management team meets regularly with staff to identify training requirements, 
which are highly personalised according to their needs and interests. They spend 
time ensuring any personal or professional issues are identified. Staff report high 
levels of support for their well-being. 

n Staff have an excellent knowledge of the curriculum. They know children 
extremely well. Staff make regular assessments of what children know and can 
do. They make highly effective use of these to plan meticulously for children's 
individual needs and interests. Staff provide innovative play experiences to help 
children develop a deep understanding of diversity within their community and 
an awareness of what makes them unique. 

n Children develop exceptional language and communication skills as they take 

Inspection report: Beech House Nursery School Limited
13 November 2019 2



part in small group activities. Staff lead a game to encourage children to use 
descriptive language. They model language using words such as 'curly tail' and 
'pointy ears'. They introduce an alternative word for nose, such as 'snout', and 
mimic the sounds that pigs make. 

n Staff support children's personal care extremely well. They are sensitive and 
show care and consideration towards each child. The nursery provides freshly 
prepared nutritious meals and snacks. Babies sleep peacefully in comfortable 
surroundings. All children enjoy quiet time after lunch; even those who do not 
sleep can relax in the quiet room, where they choose a pillow and snuggle down 
for some relaxation.

n There is a strong focus on play and learning in the stimulating outdoor area. 
Considerate staff organise the environment so that children can move freely 
between inside and outside. Children flourish and thoroughly enjoy time spent 
outdoors. They learn about space and measure as they excitedly fill and empty 
different sized containers with sand and water. Children pretend to cook in the 
outdoor kitchen. They learn to safely ride on toys and to climb small trees. 

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. They display high levels of respect for staff 
and each other. Children demonstrate their understanding of nursery rules. They 
remind their peers to look after the toys and to be careful when turning the 
pages of books.

n Partnerships with parents, other providers and professionals are highly effective. 
Information about children is shared in a wide range of ways. Parents advise 
that they could not be happier with the care and education their children 
receive. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent knowledge of safeguarding procedures. They carry out 
safety checks on all areas of the nursery throughout the day to ensure that children 
play in a secure and safe environment. Staff are highly proactive in protecting 
children from harm and know exactly what to do should they have concerns about 
a child's safety. Staff keep their knowledge up to date by regularly attending 
training. A secure entry system is in place, which is carefully monitored by 
reception staff. Robust recruitment and induction procedures ensure staff are 
suitable for their roles and understand their responsibilities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY546631

Local authority Herefordshire

Inspection number 10107012

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 5

Total number of places 116

Number of children on roll 161

Name of registered person Beech House Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP546630

Telephone number 01432 264507

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Beech House Nursery School Limited registered in 2017. The setting employs 32 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 20 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
to at least level 3 or above. This includes five who hold qualified teacher status and 
two who hold early years professional status. The setting opens Monday to Friday 
all year around. Sessions are from 7.45am until 5.45pm.The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Smith
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Inspection activities

n The inspector held discussions with the staff and management team throughout 
the inspection.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outside, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector toured the premises and discussed with the manager the plans for 
children's learning. She evaluated practice with the manager to understand how 
the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The inspector spoke to children and parents to seek their views. The inspector 
also took account of the views of parents not present during the inspection 
through written documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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