
Inspection of Lamb Setts 
(Christchurch)
Tapton View Road, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 7JU

Inspection date: 18 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide a welcoming environment for children and their families. The small, 
qualified team has high expectations of children's learning. Staff place a priority on 
supporting children's personal, social and emotional development. They listen to 
children's voices and value the comments they make. Children are confident and 
keen to share their thoughts and ideas. They learn that their opinion may be 
different from their friends. Children identify what tasks they wish to complete 
during the day. For example, they choose to clean tables before mealtimes and to 
help to tidy away toys. This helps to give children a sense of responsibility. 

Children have unique opportunities to care for and feed the nursery pet, 'Rocky' the 
mouse. This helps children to learn to respect living things. 

Parents say that their children are 'happy and settled'. Children have positive 
relationships with staff. They show kindness and care for other children and form 
good friendships with each other. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and 
secure. 

The manager and staff support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities well. They work with parents and other professionals to identify targets 
to support children's individual needs. Children are happy and demonstrate that 
they feel emotionally secure.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with opportunities that help to broaden the experiences 
children receive at home. They encourage children to be independent. Children 
wash their hands prior to eating and pour their own drinks. 

n Staff support children's mathematical skills. For example, they encourage them 
to count the number of children present during a group session. Staff ask 
children to guess if there are more girls or boys present. This helps children to 
develop their counting skills and to make predictions.  

n The manager works well in partnership with the host school. For example, staff 
take children to attend special events, such as a Christmas nativity and sports 
day at the school. This helps children to become familiar with the school 
environment. The manager shares information about children's learning and 
development with teachers. This contributes to consistency for children. 

n Staff provide experiences that enable children to develop their understanding of 
the local community. For example, they invite people into the nursery to share 
information about their occupations, such as people from the Royal Navy, a 
librarian and parents. 

n Staff plan activities for children but also give them time to explore and 
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investigate on their own. Children make good progress in their development and 
learn key skills in preparation for school. They are very sociable and enjoy 
spending time with their friends. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to be physically active. Children pretend 
to be a dinosaur. They stomp their feet, put their arms behind their backs and 
pretend they have a dinosaur tail.  

n Staff talk to parents daily about children's achievements. They offer parents 
meetings to discuss their children's progress. However, staff do not consistently 
support parents to continue children's learning at home, such as to encourage 
children to develop a love of books.  

n Staff do not always gather information from all parents about children's prior 
learning and abilities when they first start, to help plan more precisely for 
children's learning from the outset. 

n The manager and staff reflect on the provision. Improvements since the last 
inspection offer staff further opportunities to extend their professional 
development. Staff attend training courses that help them to develop their 
understanding of how to support children's communication and language skills. 
For example, staff sing plenty of songs with children and they ask older children 
a good range of questions. This helps children to develop their speaking and 
thinking skills. 

n Children demonstrate good literacy skills. Older children talk confidently about 
the images they draw. They say that they have made a 'pterodactyl'.

n Staff offer children nutritious snacks. They talk to children about what makes 
them healthy. Children say that healthy foods are 'carrots', 'tomatoes' and 
'cucumber'. 

n Staff actively promote positive behaviour. For example, they ask children to hold 
hands and to sing a rhyme about 'hands are for helping'. Staff praise children 
when they use good manners. Children behave well and are polite. 

n Children show good imaginative skills. When they put chairs in a line, they say 
that they are 'going on a train'. Children hand out train tickets to their friends 
and shout, 'All aboard.' 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff attend child protection training. They have a good 
understanding of the signs of abuse and where to report concerns about children's 
safety or welfare. Staff complete risk assessments of the indoor and outdoor 
environment before children arrive. They count children before they take them 
outside to play. This contributes to children's safety. Staff gather information about 
who can collect children. They ask for photographs of people they do not know. 
This ensures that children do not leave their care with a person unknown to their 
parents. This promotes children's safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n find out information from all parents about children's prior learning and abilities 
when they first start, to help plan more precisely for children's learning from the 
outset

n explore ways of offering parents suggestions and ideas about how they can 
continue to support children's learning at home, such as to develop a love of 
books. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY245181

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10062484

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person Lamb Setts Nursery Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521003

Telephone number 01246 520400

Date of previous inspection 14 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Lamb Setts (Christchurch) registered in 2002 and is situated in the grounds of 
Christ Church CE Primary School. The nursery employs three members of childcare 
staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one at 
level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions 
are from 8.45am until 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
children aged two and three years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all areas of the nursery.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.  
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the nursery manager. The 

inspector reviewed a sample of documents. This included evidence about staff 
suitability and training. 

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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