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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

This setting offers high-quality care to children with special educational needs and/
or disabilities (SEND). Staff organise the environment to ensure all children can 
engage with a range of activities and experiences. The staff are highly skilled and 
know the children well. Appropriate behaviour management training helps staff 
deliver an exceptional service.

Parents say the service is invaluable to them and their children. They appreciate 
the honest and productive feedback that staff provide. Parents say their children 
love coming to the setting. They state that without this provision they and their 
child might become socially isolated. 

The provider has constructive relationships with a range of organisations. These 
include the local authority, schools and other agencies involved in children's lives. 
The provider and the staff team record information on every child. This ensures 
children get the most from their time at the setting.

Staff have high expectations of all children in their care. There are opportunities for 
children to create, play and relax. Staff celebrate children's achievements and 
promote positive interaction and behaviour. Children settle in well for the session, 
and they leave happy and content.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff say positive transitions play an important role in ensuring successful 
sessions. Staff greet children and their parents warmly at the door. They 
encourage children to say goodbye to their parents and join the group. Staff are 
highly skilled at supporting children throughout the sessions. This means 
transitions, for example from play to lunch or from one activity to another, are 
well managed.

n Staff use a minibus to take children on trips. They go to the farm, soft-play 
centres, playgrounds and parks. Staff have effective procedures in place to 
manage children's safety and security on trips. The provider invites artists and 
performers into the setting to share their skills with children. This gives children 
a broad range of experiences and opportunities to learn about other 
communities.

n Children at this setting require a high level of support with their personal care. 
Staff support children whenever possible to develop their independence. Staff 
support children with respect for their dignity in an age appropriate manner. 
Staff promote healthy routines, such as handwashing before eating. This helps 
children to understand good hygiene practices.
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n Most children at this setting are non-verbal. However, staff make use of a range 
of tools and methods to support children's communication. This includes using a 
visual timetable which helps children engage with the routine for their day. Staff 
and children use hand signals, picture cards and drawings to share information. 
Staff speak clearly to children and offer simple choices. This helps children to 
become confident communicators to the best of their ability.

n Staff deployment is highly effective. Managers assess every child's individual 
needs to assure their safety, security and emotional well-being. Staff confidently 
support children to engage with activities and their peers. This ensures sessions 
run smoothly and calmly.

n Children engage with a range of activities and free play. They are well supported 
by patient and kind staff. Children choose from a wide range of activities, 
indoors and outside. Staff prepare activities based on the interests of the 
children attending. This means children engage well and enjoy their time at the 
setting.

n Most of the staff also work in specialist SEND schools. This approach to 
recruitment ensures staff are highly skilled and known to some of the children. 
The provider records any training completed by staff in their main employment. 
Staff also attend additional training at this setting, as required. Parents are 
confident that their children are well cared for.

n The staff have devised a system for recording children's progress that reflects 
the abilities of each child. After the session, the staff sit together to discuss 
successes and challenges. They share their observations about individual 
children. Staff clearly enjoy their roles, and they work together as a team. As a 
result, staff gather useful information about individual children, and planning is 
highly effective.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and the staff team have a good understanding of child protection. 
They know how to recognise the possible signs and symptoms of abuse, and how 
to respond swiftly to any potential concern about a child's well-being. Staff are 
mindful of the particular safeguarding needs of children with SEND. They organise 
the environment and conduct regular risk assessments to make sure children are 
safe while they play. Staff supervise children well throughout the session. Children 
learn how to use resources and equipment safely. The provider keeps records of 
staff training and staff can access any further training required to support children's 
individual care needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY542008

Local authority Bexley

Inspection number 10091560

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 5 to 11

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Bexley Snap CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP542007

Telephone number 01322334192

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Bexley Snap Short Breaks registered in 2017 and is located in Bexleyheath, Kent. 
The setting supports children with SEND. It is open on some weekdays, on 
Saturdays and on some days in the school holidays. Usual operating hours are from 
9.30am until 4pm. The manager holds a level 4 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Trina Lynskey

Inspection report: Bexley Snap Short Breaks
9 November 2019 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector held discussions with the provider and the staff team at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n Parents provided verbal and written feedback, which the inspector took into 
account. 

n The inspector reviewed a range of documentation, including certificates, policies 
and procedures.

n The provider and the inspector undertook a learning walk to discuss the 
organisation of the provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector observed a staff evaluation and planning session, and discussed 

children's individual learning goals with members of the staff team.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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