
Inspection of Hepworth Playgroup & 
Preschool
Village Hall Towngate, Hepworth, HOLMFIRTH HD9 1TE

Inspection date: 7 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and move confidently around the setting, independently 
selecting resources to support their play. They play an active role, sharing their 
ideas and making suggestions of how to extend activities. Staff know children well 
and meet their needs effectively. They take children's ideas forward and provide 
challenging activities that are meaningful for them. This helps to engage and 
motivate children to learn and make good progress. Children behave well and show 
a good understanding of what is expected of them and how to keep themselves 
safe. They follow the routines of the day well. Children sit and listen intently at 
group times, each taking their turn to talk and listen to others. 

Staff help children to learn to count for a variety of purposes, including during 
everyday routines. This helps to prepare children well for their future learning and 
move on to school. Staff have a good grasp of what improvements will have the 
biggest impact on children and be most beneficial to their learning. They have 
recently considered how to make best use of the available space to encourage 
children's interest in reading. A recent move of the book area sparked a fresh 
interest for children so that they are not just enjoying books with staff but also 
independently and with their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are keen to learn and discuss their ideas. After listening to a favourite 
story, they decide to make a cave using large sheets and pegs. Children then 
developed this into a series of further activities, including searching for hidden 
bears of varying sizes and colours.

n Activities are well thought out and staff consider how best to motivate the 
children. They provide activities that capture children's interests across the 
seven areas of learning. For example, children with a keen interest in nature 
learn about the weight of different everyday items by weighing a conker and a 
pine cone, predicting which is heavier. During yoga sessions, children enjoy 
moving their bodies in a range of ways as they stretch up 'tall like trees' and 
balance on one leg, 'swishing' the other as they act out a story.

n Children practise writing in a range of imaginative ways, for example with their 
fingers in coloured sand and glitter, and outside with sticks in the mud kitchen. 
They join in with headcounts each day and select the correct number at 
registration. Children self-register, recognising their name card and tracing their 
name, before having a go at writing it themselves. Staff have purchased 
portable pen pots to encourage children to write for a range of purposes.

n Staff are proactive in working with professionals to ensure that children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities get the appropriate support. Any 
gaps in children's development are quickly identified and addressed. Funding is 
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put to good use to ensure that it benefits children in the most effective way, 
helping them make good progress.

n Children behave well and staff model good behaviours. Staff encourage children 
to have good manners and to show care and concern for others. They support 
children to develop their independence.

n The staff work well together with managers to ensure that teaching remains of 
good quality. Reflection time is built in for staff to focus on their key children's 
information, so that they can reflect on the curriculum and their next steps in 
learning. This helps to reduce workload pressures outside of the setting and 
support staff's well-being.

n Parents speak highly of the pre-school and comment on how reassured they are 
by how well their children settle and are developing. They are happy with the 
feedback they receive and state that they are kept well informed about their 
child's progress. Key information is sought at the time of placement, which 
enables staff to cater well for children's needs and interests. Information from 
initial assessments is shared with parents soon after children start. However, 
information is not shared so promptly with other settings that children attend.

n Staff demonstrate a good understanding of how to self-reflect and make 
improvements to benefit children and continuously improve practice. However, 
they have yet to find the most effective way of involving parents and children to 
gather their feedback as part of this process.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge and understanding of their responsibilities to 
safeguard children. They have attended training and are aware of reporting 
procedures should they have concerns about a child or the actions of a member of 
staff. Robust systems are now in place to ensure safer recruitment of the 
committee and that all the required checks are swiftly undertaken. Children are 
encouraged to take measured risks and to develop an understanding of how to 
keep themselves safe. For example, staff talk to them about the importance of 
keeping all four legs of their chairs on the floor and the reasons why.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider the timely sharing of initial baseline assessments with other settings 
children attend, to gain a more accurate picture of children's development at the 
start of their placement

n extend ways of involving and engaging parents and children in the self-
evaluation process, to gain a wider view of the setting and aid continuous 
improvement.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 311286

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10107659

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Hepworth Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522967

Telephone number 01484 680070

Date of previous inspection 10 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hepworth Playgroup & Preschool registered in 1980. The pre-school employs six 
members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager, who holds level 5. The 
pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 
9am until 3pm. It also offers out-of-school care from 7.30am until 9am and from 
3.15pm until 6pm. The pre-school currently provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Annette Stanger
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a learning walk, which consisted of the manager 
showing the inspector around all areas of the pre-school and explaining how the 
curriculum is delivered.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching across the pre-school and the 
impact this has on children's progress.

n The inspector spoke with staff, parents and children during the inspection and 
took account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of staff's 

suitability and qualifications, policies, planning documentation and children's 
learning records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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