
Inspection of Border Pre-School
Llanymynech Village Hall, Station Road, Llanymynech, Powys SY22 6EE

Inspection date: 11 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Teaching is of an exceptionally high quality and is inspirational. The leader has 
designed an excellent curriculum based on the children's individual needs, 
experiences and prior learning. Staff precisely implement this curriculum and have 
high expectations of every child. This helps all children to achieve at the highest 
level and to develop outstanding knowledge and skills for school. Children who 
attend this pre-school are very happy and motivated learners. Their levels of 
concentration are beyond what is expected. Children's behaviour is impeccable. 
Staff teach children about their expectations of positive behaviour from the outset. 
Children quickly learn what staff expect of them. They correctly use a wide range 
of vocabulary and non-verbal expressions to demonstrate their feelings. Children 
show high levels of respect for others. Outside, children work together 
harmoniously to construct a train using crates. They take account of the ideas 
other children contribute because they have strong peer relationships. Children are 
confident. Some children join the setting with low levels of confidence in new 
situations. Staff address this by providing a varied curriculum to help children to 
experience new situations and meet a range of people, such as police officers. 
Children quickly become confident after just a few weeks of attending the pre-
school and happily involve visitors in their imaginative play. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum helps children to know more and remember more over time. 
Staff build on children's knowledge and skills to help them make links between 
previous learning. Children learn about the season of autumn, including what 
some animals do during this time. For example, staff provide opportunities for 
children to develop the small muscle movements in their hands when they 
manipulate clay to make hedgehogs. Children learn new vocabulary, such as 
'hibernation'. They demonstrate their understanding of this concept as they 
make their hedgehogs and then cover them with leaves for the winter. Staff 
show children what a hedgehog looks like, using a computer screen. This 
teaches children that information can be obtained using the internet. Later in the 
day, children share what they have remembered about hibernating when they 
listen to a story about hedgehogs who hibernate together. 

n Staff are exceptionally skilled at interacting with children. They improve 
children's pronunciation of sounds by repeating words back to them modelling 
the correct pronunciation. Some children are bilingual and speak English and 
Welsh. Staff skilfully plan for this in the curriculum. Children gain outstanding 
communication, language and literacy skills in English but also gain valuable 
skills in hearing, reading and speaking Welsh. This helps children to continue 
their dual language development when they start school. 

n Children are keen readers and writers. Staff provide many experiences for 
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children to read and write in the pre-school. Parents comment that staff 
encourage them to spend time reading with their children at home, using the 
pre-school book library service. Before children start school, they can read their 
name, sound out the letters of their name and write their name in recognisable 
print. 

n The manager works very closely with staff at the local schools. She plans the 
curriculum through evaluation with them. For instance, the manager has 
adapted the curriculum for older children to help accelerate their independence 
skills even further. This helps children to start school being able to dress and 
undress for physical activities. 

n The leadership team are excellent mentors for less experienced staff. They 
rigorously supervise all staff, providing constructive feedback on how to improve 
their already excellent teaching. The committee that runs the pre-school has a 
strong commitment to professional development; for example, it invests in 
improving staff qualifications. The training that staff attend is improving their 
personal effectiveness. For example, staff use skills gained from a 'story telling' 
course to read stories using different voice tones. This helps to further engage 
children and assist them in listening for longer, in line with the leader's high 
expectations of children's concentration. 

n The committee and leader have a clear vision for the pre-school. Through highly 
effective self-evaluation, they have maintained the outstanding standards of 
practice since the last inspection. The committee successfully challenges the 
leader to provide a challenging curriculum. For example, it has identified ways to 
improve children's information technology skills to help ensure children start 
school with the knowledge of how to operate a range of different electronic 
devices. Through effective management, the leader ensures staff workload is 
manageable and direct teaching and guiding of children's learning remains staff's 
utmost priority. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is given high priority and staff are highly vigilant in protecting 
children from possible harm. They have an up-to-date knowledge of safeguarding 
issues, including child criminal exploitation. There are highly robust procedures in 
place to manage concerns about a child's welfare and allegations against those 
working in or managing the pre-school. Staff work closely with parents. They 
professionally challenge other agencies to help families receive the support they 
request. Through recent development of the information technology curriculum, 
staff have developed a very sharp focus on teaching children how to use electronic 
devices safely. This helps children to understand how to keep safe online. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 224049

Local authority Shropshire 

Inspection number 10115836

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Border Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523770

Telephone number 01691 830565

Date of previous inspection 11 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

Border Pre-school registered in 1995. It is open from 9am until 2.45pm, Monday to 
Friday, during term-time only. The pre-school also provides a breakfast and after-
school club. There are eight members of childcare staff, five of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The provider receives 
funding to provide free early education for three- and four-year-old children.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Scott Thomas-White
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Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the leader. He discussed with her 
the intention for the curriculum. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. He completed 
two joint observations with the leader.  

n The inspector held a meeting with the leader. He looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working at, and those 
involved in the management of, the pre-school. 

n The inspector spoke to children during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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