
Inspection of St Thomas' Nursery
St Thomas' CE Primary School, St Thomas' Road, St Annes FY8 1JN

Inspection date: 8 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children truly thrive in this wonderful, vibrant and fully inclusive nursery. They play 
harmoniously together and their behaviour is exemplary. Staff know children 
exceedingly well and have fantastically high expectations of them. Staff are 
passionate about providing the very best start for children and their families. 
Through home visits they gather exceptionally detailed information about what 
children can do and their previous life experiences. They make excellent use of this 
information to plan meticulously for children's individual needs and interests.

Tremendous consideration is given to children's emotional literacy. Children are 
encouraged to talk about 'warm fuzzies' and 'cold pricklies' throughout the nursery 
day. This superb practice helps to ensure that children are able to talk about their 
feelings, understand empathy and express themselves in social situations. 
Furthermore, this contributes towards children being exceptionally happy, settled, 
highly motivated, safe and secure.

The quality of education and staff's interactions with children are outstanding. Staff 
effortlessly ignite children's passion for learning and challenge them extremely well 
to excel in their understanding. For example, regular trips to the local beach 
support children's awareness of environmental issues, such as pollution. Children 
describe how they gathered rubbish from the beach 'to save the animals' and used 
this to create an art installation of a lifeboat.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Outstanding and inspirational leadership motivates and drives the excellent staff 
team. Staff are given focused responsibilities within the nursery, which they 
relish. They carry out their tasks with an abundance of dedication and 
commitment, including conducting their own professional research to benefit 
children attending. Staff express how supported they feel through highly 
purposeful supervision meetings, observations of their practice and in their 
professional development.

n Staff develop remarkably strong partnerships with parents. They have created 
superb home-link bags and home-link bears for children to enjoy together with 
their families at home. Social events and drop-in sessions celebrate children's 
achievements and facilitate detailed discussions about the next steps in 
children's learning. 

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
exemplary. Highly knowledgeable staff have an astute understanding of 
children's individual needs and celebrate the uniqueness of each child. Staff's 
well-considered interventions and robust partnership working with other 
professionals ensure that any gaps in children's learning are swiftly addressed.
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n Inspired attention is given to developing children's literacy skills. Staff have 
implemented a 'we are reading pledge' to encourage children and families to 
share books together. Parents are regularly invited into the nursery to read to 
the children. An abundance of cosy corners and relaxing spaces encourage 
children to select and enjoy books with their friends. Furthermore, examples of 
children's literature are displayed in all areas of the nursery. This enables 
children to continually refer to their favourite stories, seek information and 
absorb themselves in language.

n Children are developing an outstanding awareness of the community in which 
they live. For example, they frequently visit a local residential home which 
affords children wonderful opportunities to engage with the older generation and 
understand their role in society. Furthermore, children continuously raise money 
for charity, demonstrating an understanding of those who are less fortunate. 

n The acquisition of children's language skills is given high regard. Staff provide 
excellent commentary during children's play, modelling language and giving 
children ample time to think and express themselves. Staff focus on children's 
listening and attention abilities skilfully, as they introduce a 'singing bowl'. 
Children are mesmerised as they explore new and exciting instruments and the 
sounds they make, noticing rhythm, tempo and volume.

n Staff nurture children's understanding of the natural world around them. After 
cutting up fruit and vegetables to share with their friend at snack time, children 
use the scraps to feed the birds in the garden. They collect eggs from the 
chickens and help to clean out their cages. Staff further strengthen children's 
growing vocabulary as they talk about 'habitats' when using binoculars to 
observe birds and other wildlife. 

n Children demonstrate an excellent understanding of how to keep themselves 
safe as they expertly use real tools to hammer nails into pieces of wood. They 
make links to their previous learning, as they recall how to hold the hammer 
carefully and to keep their fingers out of the way. Children understand why they 
need to wear wrist bands and high-visibility jackets when visiting the beach and 
know that they must always be able to see or hear their adult. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff are highly committed to protecting children and ensuring that 
their safety is assured at all times. All staff have an excellent knowledge. They 
confidently describe the signs to look for which could indicate that a child is at risk 
of harm. Furthermore, they fully understand who to contact if they have any 
concerns about the practice of a colleague. Stringent recruitment procedures and 
continuous checks on suitability help to ensure that staff are able to carry out their 
roles and responsibilities. Policies and procedures are reviewed regularly and 
frequent training opportunities help staff to keep abreast of any changes in 
legislation or practice. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 309787

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10064225

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Craftdale Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523999

Telephone number 01253 789445

Date of previous inspection 10 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

St Thomas' Nursery registered in 1999. The setting employs 10 members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are from 
8.30am until 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox

Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the supervisor. She reviewed all 
areas of the nursery provision and discussed the development of the curriculum.

n A range of documentation, including suitability checks, recruitment files and staff 
supervision and professional development plans, was viewed.

n A joint observation was carried out and evaluated by the inspector and the 
supervisor.

n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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