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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
This is a small school with a big vision. Pupils state proudly: ‘We see being a small 
school as a good thing because the teachers all know us and how to support us with 
our work and problems.’ Pupils enjoy an engaging curriculum that excites and 
inspires them to learn new things with confidence. Pupils feel safe and say that 
bullying does not happen. There are high expectations of pupils’ work so that they 
make good progress. Pupils told inspectors that ‘Activities here are fun and the work 
is challenging.’ 
 
Pupils get the right level of support to help them learn. Pupils become active 
members of the school and wider community. They regularly take part in community 
activities such as fundraising for a new playground for younger children, and they 
enjoy inviting senior members of the village into school for social events. 
 
Pupils value the wealth of opportunities available to them, including learning 
outdoors. They enjoy working on projects with their peers and taking risks in a safe 
environment. This prepares pupils well for new experiences in the future. Behaviour 
is good, and pupils are keen to learn. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The headteacher makes sure that everyone works well together and focuses on the 
right things. Leaders’ ambitious and decisive actions have reaped rewards. Pupils 
benefit from an increasingly consistent and effective education and achieve well. 
 
There are examples of dramatic and life-changing improvements that have 
transformed pupils’ attitudes and confidence. Staff demonstrate that every child is 
an equally valued and cared for member of the school family. They ensure that 
everyone who joins the school gets support to become a successful and confident 

learner. Pupils say they feel lucky to attend such a caring school because ‘Everyone 
has friends here and we all look out for each other.’ 
 
Learning in the early years is well planned so that pupils build up the knowledge and 
skills they need to be ready for future learning. Phonics and early reading are 
strongly prioritised and are taught well. Children eagerly apply their knowledge of 
phonics when they tackle new words and sounds. Teachers celebrate children 
getting better at reading at every opportunity. The secure start children get ensures 
that they develop well as confident, independent learners. 
 
In Year 1, teachers rightly continue to focus on improving pupils’ phonics 
knowledge. The strategies they use match closely to what pupils need to help them 
to catch up. The school works well in partnership with parents and carers so that 
pupils secure strong reading skills over time. 
 
There is a determined focus to enable pupils throughout the school to develop a 
wide vocabulary and communicate effectively. However, sometimes, although pupils 
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enjoy the fun activities they take part in, they have not learned what the teacher 
intended. For example, they cannot recall the subject vocabulary they are meant to 
be learning. 
 
Staff ensure that every pupil is given just the right support, at the right time. This 
includes pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities. The well-tailored 
support and extra teaching pupils receive reinforces and extends pupils’ 
understanding well. Outdoor learning has been strong in capturing the interest and 
engagement of all pupils and turned around active boys who previously struggled to 
maintain focus in learning. 
 
Governors are well informed about the school and know how to perform their legal 
responsibilities, and they do this well. They are committed, taking time to engage 
with the school community and have positive relationships with staff and a high 
profile with parents. They ensure that the school is well led and managed and give 
the right balance of challenge and support for the headteacher. 
 
Behaviour is strong because pupils are excited by the wide breadth of opportunities 
they have. Pupils are confident in approaching their next steps because there is an 
ambitious drive in developing their character and resilience. They make strong 
connections with what they are learning and the skills they will need for future life 
and future employment. Pupils celebrate difference and enjoy the opportunities to 
learn and socialise with pupils across the school community. As one said, ‘We are all 
proud to belong here because everyone is part of a family.’ 
 
Pupils learn how to keep healthy and active. For example, they visit a local cooking 
school and grow their own vegetables. Pupils learn about relationships and keeping 
their bodies safe through visits from the NSPCC and the school nurse. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
Safeguarding is effective. 
 
Records and practice around keeping children safe are secure and follow the school’s 
policies. Reported concerns are followed up quickly to ensure that pupils who need 
help are given the right level of support when they need it. 
 
Staff have regular training. There is a culture of vigilance. Pupils are aware of the 
dangers around them and why it is important to keep themselves safe from harm, 
including when handling outdoor tools, such as axes and knives, and when online. 
Pupils are involved in writing their own anti-bullying policy. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 The new and exciting activities that teachers plan for pupils have increased 

engagement and enjoyment. However, sometimes, pupils are not clear about the 
purpose of the activities and do not learn what the teacher intends them to well 
enough. To combat this, teachers need to make sure that pupils understand the 
purpose of the activities they undertake. Teachers need to check carefully that 
pupils have learned the intended curriculum. This includes supporting pupils to 
remember the complex subject vocabulary they are introduced to so that they 
can use these words accurately and fluently. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 123198 

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10111220 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 42 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Linda Longshaw 

Headteacher Hannah Brown 

Website www.little-milton.oxon.sch.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 10 March 2016 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This is a small rural village school that has had a significant reduction in pupil 

numbers over the past two years. It has developed partnerships with other local 
schools to provide additional resources and opportunities for pupils and staff. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 This inspection took place over two days and involved discussions with parents 

and/or carers, school leaders, subject leaders, governors, a member of the 
diocese and a local authority representative. 

 We did deep dives in the following subjects: reading, mathematics, geography 
and science. As part of our subject analysis we spoke to pupils about their books, 
made a series of lesson visits, spoke to senior and subject leaders about the 
curriculum and reviewed the quality of pupils’ work and progress over a series of 
lessons. 

 In inspecting safeguarding, we did the following: looked at pupil records; 
reviewed procedures around attendance and the recruitment of staff and/or 
volunteers; spoke to pupils, staff and parents; reviewed school documentation 

http://www.little-milton.oxon.sch.uk/
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and observed behaviour and practice around the school. 
 
Inspection team 
 

Catherine Davies, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Clare Haines Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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