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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
At Pocklington Junior School everyone works together to create a happy, safe and 
friendly place to learn. The school has improved over the past three years. 
 
Respectful relationships and leaders’ clear expectations mean that pupils behave 
exceptionally well. Pupils enjoy learning and do not want to miss a moment of time 
in school. 
 
Teachers make learning interesting. Pupils practise and remember what they have 
learned in a wide range of subjects in the classroom and in extra clubs. They enjoy 
and achieve well in mathematics. However, some pupils do not feel the same about 
reading and some find reading tricky. 
 
Playtime is a special time of the day. Exciting activities provide further opportunities 
for learning. For example, pupils create recipes together in the mud kitchen, keep 
active on scooters, or use their imaginations to make their own games. 
 
Pupils know exactly what bullying is. Pupils, staff, parents and carers agree that 
there are very few incidents and when there are, they are quickly sorted out. 
 
Parents are delighted about the quality of education on offer. Comments such as, ‘I 
am thrilled at the direction the school is going in’ and ‘fantastic learning in class and 
at playtime that really brings out the best in children’ are common place. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
School leaders have worked with other schools in the trust and beyond to improve 
the curriculum. They have set out clearer expectations of what teachers will make 
sure that pupils know in each year group. The curriculum extends beyond academic 
goals – it prepares pupils well for their lives ahead. 
 
Pupils achieve well in mathematics. They use their mathematical knowledge to solve 
problems in other subjects. Lots of practice at adding, subtracting, multiplying and 
dividing helps pupils to gain confidence and speed when answering questions. 
 
A new programme in science helps pupils to improve their knowledge. Pupils were 
keen to tell us everything they had learned about the effects of exercise and eating 
habits on their bodies and health. Teachers know exactly what pupils can do 
because of the effective ways they check on pupils’ learning. 
 
Other areas of the curriculum are at varying stages of development. Pupils’ 
knowledge in some subjects, such as music and computing, is not as strong. 
Leaders are still improving the planning and resources in these subjects. 
 
Leaders have identified that reading needs improvement. Teachers give pupils lots of 
practice at finding information in texts. Pupils have got better at this. However, plans 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Pocklington Junior School 
22–23 October 2019 3 

 
 

for exactly what pupils will learn and when are not as detailed in reading as they are 
in other subjects. This means that activities do not always build quickly enough on 
what pupils already know. 
 
Some pupils start school unable to read well. The headteacher’s daily one-to-one 
phonics sessions are exactly what the few lowest-attaining pupils need to get better 
at reading. Lessons use the same structure that has been introduced in the infant 
school. However, there are a few pupils who do not have the same strong support 
that they need to catch up quickly. Leaders have identified that they need to have 
more staff trained to teach early reading. 
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are given the right 
care and direction to help them achieve well. Sessions in the ‘Bloom Room’ help 
pupils to practise and remember what they have learned in different subjects. 
 
Pupils say behaviour is excellent and we agree. Pupils know they are valued and 
want to do their best. They behave just as well at breaktimes as they do in lessons. 
They show great respect for each other and school resources. They move calmly 
and sensibly around school without reminders. Pupils rarely miss a day at school. 
 
The school values are very well understood by everyone. Pupils learn about the joys, 
opportunities and risks in the world. They know about and value different 
relationships. 
 
A well-informed and knowledgeable governing board works closely with school and 
trust leaders to check that pupils are safe and achieve well. Staff are proud to work 
at the school. They feel valued, listened to and supported by leaders to do their job 
well. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders take the safeguarding of pupils very seriously. They have very thorough 
procedures in place to make sure that staff knowledge is up to date. They constantly 
look at ways to improve the systems they have in place. They know what the risks in 
the local area are. They plan the curriculum carefully so that pupils understand 
these dangers. The needs of vulnerable pupils and pupils with SEND are carefully 
considered. Leaders carry out regular surveys to check that everyone knows how to 
keep safe. A recent survey has led to additional lessons to make sure that all pupils 
know how to keep safe online. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 A few pupils do not read as well as they should. There is less clarity about the 

curriculum in reading than there is in other subjects. Leaders should make sure 
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that the curriculum for reading is amended to include more detail about 
expectations of what pupils will know throughout the year. Younger pupils in 
particular need plenty of opportunities to read aloud. Staff need further training in 
how to help pupils who are still learning to read. More focus should be given to 
developing and sharing a love of reading. 

 The school’s curriculum is not yet well sequenced in all subjects. However, it is 
clear from the actions that leaders have already taken that they are in the process 
of bringing this about. They have identified that curriculum leaders will need 
training and support to carry out their roles effectively. Senior leaders need to 
ensure that curriculum leaders use secure knowledge of national and school 
curriculum expectations in their subject to check that pupils are achieving as well 
as intended. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143587 

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire 

Inspection number 10110527 

Type of school Junior 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 7 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 266 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Alan Shadrack 

Headteacher Alex Reppold 

Website www.pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This is the first inspection of Pocklington Junior School since it converted to 

become an academy on 1 January 2017. It is part of Wolds Learning Partnership 
academy trust. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher and assistant headteacher 

throughout the inspection. We spoke to members of the local governing board, 
including the chair. We met with the chair and the chief executive officer of the 
trust. 

 We looked closely at the curriculum in reading, mathematics, science and art. 
This work involved discussions with pupils, curriculum leaders and teachers, 
scrutiny of pupils’ work, visits to lessons and hearing pupils read. 

 We looked at how well the curriculum meets the needs of pupils with SEND. We 
met with the leader for SEND and reviewed SEN support plans. We visited pupils 
working in the ‘Bloom Room’ and saw and spoke to pupils working in classrooms. 

 We considered the views of parents, by speaking to parents before school, 

http://www.pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk/
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reading letters sent to the inspection team and reviewing the 88 responses to 
Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent View. 

 A wide range of staff views was considered by speaking to staff and reviewing the 
responses to Ofsted’s staff questionnaire. 

 A wide range of activities was carried out by inspectors to check how well school 
staff keep pupils safe. Inspectors looked at how well staff training, application of 
school policies and the curriculum for pupils create a culture of safeguarding. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Kate Rowley, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Jean Watt Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Pritiben Patel Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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