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What is it like to attend this school?

This is a friendly school where relationships between staff and pupils are respectful
and warm. Pupils learn a lot about their rights and responsibilities. They learn to
discuss issues sensibly, listen to each other’s views and are proud to take on helpful
roles around the school.

Pupils feel safe here. In this nurturing, supportive school, bullying is rare. However,
if incidents do happen, pupils trust staff to sort them out quickly.

Pupils enjoy school. They like the interesting activities and say that learning is fun.
Leaders and staff are determined to make sure that pupils become ‘the very best
that they can be’. Pupils know this and are confident that if they do not understand
something, adults will help them.

Playtimes are happy occasions. Younger pupils enjoy the ‘dressing up’ clothes and
other play equipment that teachers provide. Older pupils say how much they enjoy
the sports, particularly football.

Leaders and staff want the best for all pupils. They know each pupil as an individual
and work hard to help all pupils to learn well and grow into confident young citizens.
This prepares pupils well for secondary school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have worked successfully to improve the quality of education since the
previous inspection. They have made sure that the curriculum is broad and
interesting. Leaders and staff have worked together to create subject plans which
help pupils to build on what they know and understand, from lesson to lesson. This
works well in many subjects. For example, in history, pupils build on what they have
learned in Year 3 about the Romans to learn about invasion and war in Years 5 and
6. In physical education (PE), Year 4 pupils create a ‘Tudor dance’ by remembering
their previous learning about movement and rhythm. Pupils are especially proud of
how they build on their PE skills to be able to be successful in sporting tournaments.

Leaders fully understand the importance of teaching having a logical sequence and
have ensured that this is in place in plans in most subjects. For example, as well as
improving history and PE, their work to improve geography is well under way.
However, there remain a few subjects where this high-quality planning is not yet in
place.

Teachers work closely with teaching assistants to give pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities the extra help they need. As a result, these pupils learn
well and develop their self-confidence. Teachers usually adapt subject plans well to
meet pupils’ needs. However, sometimes, teachers do not pitch the learning quite
right. When this happens, pupils find the activities too difficult or too easy.
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Leaders and teachers place great importance on making sure pupils enjoy reading.
Teachers encourage pupils to read at home as well as at school. Pupils say they look
forward to their teacher reading aloud to them each day. Teachers check that all
pupils keep up with the pace of learning to read. They give extra help to those
pupils who are in danger of falling behind. This makes sure that most pupils become
fluent and confident readers.

The teaching of phonics is mostly effective. However, teachers’ expertise in teaching
phonics varies. Leaders have further training planned to ensure that all teachers
teach phonics consistently well.

Children in the Reception Year get off to a good start. Adults are kind and
supportive. Children quickly start to learn to read. They enjoy hearing stories and
adults make the most of this. For example, after hearing ‘Goldilocks and the three
bears’, children practise their speaking skills by re-telling the story. They develop their
mathematical understanding by using big, medium and small bowls and saucepans to
make ‘porridge’ in the mud kitchen. Adults mostly make sure that children’s
understanding builds in a logical way. As a result, teachers prepare children well for
learning in Year 1.

Promoting pupils’ personal development is a high priority for school leaders and
staff. They do much to help pupils to develop the personal qualities they need to be
helpful, kind young people. As a result, pupils behave well and work hard. They say
they enjoy being ambassadors, house captains and sports leaders. They are proud
of how well they help in community events, such as the summer and Christmas
fairs.

Although leaders have done much to work in partnership with parents and carers, a
few parents do not have full confidence in the work of the school. Leaders need to
do more to help all parents to recognise and support the good work of the school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school. This is because leaders and
governors take safeguarding seriously. They make sure that staff get the training
that they need to keep pupils safe. Staff know what to do if they are worried about
a pupil. School records show that leaders follow up any concerns straight away.

Pupils say they know how to keep themselves safe, for example when using the
internet.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Leaders and teachers are working systematically through different subjects to
make sure that the school’s curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced.
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While some subjects, such as history and PE, enable pupils to build their
knowledge and skills progressively, other subjects are less well developed.
Leaders should continue to implement their plans to ensure that there is a logical
sequence of learning in all subjects across the school.

m A few teachers do not have a strong understanding of phonics. Leaders need to
make sure that all staff have the necessary training to further strengthen the
teaching of phonics.

B While most parents are supportive of the school, a few express concerns. Leaders
need to do more to strengthen their communication with parents so that they can
work in partnership more effectively.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
Further information

You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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28-29 June 2017

B There has been a considerable turnover of staff in the past two years, with
around one third of staff new to the school since the previous inspection.

Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B We met with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher and other leaders. We had
discussions with four members of the governing body, teachers, teaching
assistants and the family liaison officer. We also had a telephone conversation
with a representative from the local authority.

B We did deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics, history and physical
education. We completed a range of inspection activities in order to explore these
subjects in depth, including meetings with subject leaders and teachers, lesson
visits with senior leaders, a review of pupils’ work and discussions with pupils.

B As part of our inspection of safeguarding, we had discussions with the designated
safeguarding lead, the deputy safeguarding lead, governors, staff and pupils. We
checked a range of school documents and records, including the single central

record.
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B We considered the 46 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View and 25 free-text
responses. We took account of the 24 responses to the staff survey and the 66

responses to the pupil survey.

Inspection team

Joanna Toulson, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Teresa Davies Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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