
Inspection of Little Rainbows' Day 
Nursery
7 Guest Street, LEIGH, Lancashire WN7 2RP

Inspection date: 6 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Leaders successfully achieve their ambitious vision and provide a loving and caring 
environment for children that is an extension of their home. They ensure that 
children receive the best possible start in life. Leaders and staff provide first-rate 
support for families and children. Staff ensure that all children can attend every 
day, should a parent need this help. Leaders and staff are exceptionally 
knowledgeable about the children who attend. They put children at the very heart 
of this inspirational nursery. Staff have very high expectations for children's 
learning. For instance, they encourage parents to add information to the nursery 
calendar about events happening at home. Staff use this information exceptionally 
well. They provide activities that truly complement these home experiences. For 
example, staff act very swiftly on children's interests after visiting a car wash at the 
weekend. Children wash a member of staff's car in the nursery garden. They have 
immense fun and engage in highly stimulating conversations.

Children are remarkably confident and extremely settled. They show that they feel 
very happy and safe. Many children speak with certainty about what they like to do 
in the nursery. For example, some children state that they enjoy playing with 
favourite toys. Other children say they like spending time with their best friends. 
The atmosphere in the nursery is very calm and tranquil. Children are incredibly 
respectful to each other and staff. Their behaviour is impeccable. Children are 
immensely kind and considerate. They play very well with each other, share toys 
and use exceptional manners. Staff are excellent role models. They are extremely 
nurturing and show genuine care and affection for children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider gives excellent support to leaders and staff. For instance, she 
continually encourages them to gain further qualifications. Leaders and staff 
receive regular rewards for their outstanding commitment. These include, for 
example, well-being baskets and afternoon tea. Leaders and staff disseminate 
their superb knowledge and skills to others. They receive letters of 
commendation from the local authority for their commitment to promoting 
excellence for children.

n Leaders successfully communicate their vision to the staff, who are passionate 
and dedicated. The exceptionally designed curriculum targets what each child 
needs to learn next. Teaching is first class. Staff plan thrilling activities that 
ignite children's curiosity, awe and wonder. For example, pre-school children 
have many opportunities to engage in science sessions. Older children watch 
with great interest how a plant absorbs brightly coloured water through its stem 
to nourish the head of the flower. They are astounded when the flower changes 
colour in front of their eyes. This helps older children to learn to predict what 
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might happen and to test out their ideas. Older children develop excellent 
problem-solving skills.

n Babies spend extensive periods of time deeply engaged in sensory play 
experiences. For example, they explore different textures with great enthusiasm. 
Babies investigate a wide range of items, including coloured shaving foam, cold 
cooked spaghetti, and herb-infused play dough. They squeal with delight and 
exclaim 'more, more'. Babies clap their hands together in sheer pleasure. They 
are very eager to join in and show immense excitement.

n Children are highly successful learners who show copious enthusiasm. For 
example, two-year-old children are highly motivated and keen to join in. They 
have a very positive attitude to learning. These younger children show immense 
confidence to stand up and speak in front of other children. They take the lead 
role in daily group activities. Younger children enjoy handing out props to share 
with their peers. They skilfully recall and retell their favourite stories. Younger 
children show excellent storytelling skills for their age.

n Staff ensure that children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) are fully integrated into the nursery. For example, children with physical 
disabilities spend much of their time outdoors. They learn to take age-
appropriate risks. Children constantly challenge themselves. They ingeniously 
build structures using crates, wooden reels and planks to balance on. Staff work 
very well with parents and other professionals so that children get 
comprehensive support. All children, including those with SEND, make first-rate 
progress from the outset.

n Children learn about communities outside of their own experiences. They 
develop an exceptional understanding of compassion for others. For example, 
children visit residents in a care home and thoroughly enjoy interacting with 
older people. Staff provide other exciting experiences in the community that 
children do not usually encounter. For instance, children have recently enjoyed a 
bus ride. They revel in the new experience and talk with sheer enthusiasm with 
others.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have an exceptional understanding of safeguarding procedures. 
They know to act swiftly should they have concerns about a child's welfare. Staff 
scrupulously assess the environment and areas of practice to check for risks. They 
constantly look at ways to minimise hazards to help keep children safe. Leaders 
and staff update parents on how to keep children safe at home. For example, they 
share advice on the safe use of digital technology, safer sleeping and potential 
choking hazards. The nursery is strongly committed to protecting its children, 
workforce and community. For example, a public access defibrillator is provided to 
help save lives.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY431521

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10067905

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 85

Number of children on roll 113

Name of registered person St Bede's Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530849

Telephone number 01942661235

Date of previous inspection 5 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Rainbows' Day Nursery registered in 2011 and is situated in Leigh, Wigan. It 
is one of seven childcare settings run by St Bede's Childcare Limited. The nursery 
employs 25 members of childcare staff. Of these, 20 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 and above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Daphne Carr
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a walk around the nursery and 
discussed the manager's plans and reasoning for the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector and shared their views about what they do and 
enjoy at the nursery.

n The inspector spoke with parents and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The manager and the inspector completed two joint observations together.
n The inspector observed the quality of staff's teaching and their interactions with 

children during activities indoors and outside. She assessed the impact this has 
on children's learning.

n The inspector checked evidence of staff suitability and qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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