
Inspection of White House Nursery 
Alfreton
1 Watchorn Lane, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7AT

Inspection date: 11 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children clearly enjoy the time they spend at the setting. They are happy, 
energetic and motivated learners who show high levels of respect for each other as 
they play. Children behave well and are aware of expectations throughout the day. 
Staff are good role models and give children clear messages about behaviour 
expectations.

The providers, managers and staff team have worked hard to develop the nursery 
since opening and children have access to unique features, such as a roof-top 
garden. A wide variety of resources are available. Children use these safely to suit 
the purposes of their play. High levels of supervision ensure children's good health 
and safety is promoted effectively. 

Overall, staff have high expectations of children's learning. They know children well 
and have a good understanding of their backgrounds and families. Staff spend time 
finding out from parents about their children's interests and developmental stage 
before they start at the setting. This contributes to staff establishing an effective 
starting point for children's future learning. Older children are supported 
particularly well to develop key skills, such as listening and responding to complex 
questions. They are confident to share their experiences and create pictures of 
recent bonfire night celebrations. Managers recognise there are weaknesses in 
some aspects of teaching, particularly linked with the younger children who attend 
the nursery. They demonstrate a proactive response to addressing this.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n A significant strength of the nursery is the quality of the relationships between 
staff and children. Children settle quickly due to the very caring and welcoming 
nature of the staff, and well-established routines. They become increasingly 
independent in their personal care, putting on their warm, outdoor clothes and 
pouring their own drinks at snack time. 

n Children's unique qualities are embraced. Staff involve parents in nursery 
activities and invite them to share their children's personal and cultural 
celebrations. This enables children to widen their experiences and learn to 
respect diversity and the culture of others.

n Good overall arrangements are in place to observe where children are in their 
development. Staff use information gathered to identify children's next steps in 
learning. However, assessments staff complete of the progress children make 
are not always used to plan activities to challenge children to the highest level.   

n Babies and toddlers settle well and develop strong relationships with their key 
person. Staff show genuine interest in children's activities. They support them as 
they explore and offer sensitive care to children who are tired or upset. 
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However, staff occasionally use language that is too complex for the stage of 
development of the younger children. They do not consistently adapt their 
language effectively to enable them to develop their skills, such as using single 
words. 

n Children access a wide range of activities and experiences both inside and 
outdoors. However, on occasions, not enough thought is given to further 
extending some activities so children are consistently challenged to the highest 
level.

n Parents speak extremely highly of the nursery. They say that the managers and 
staff are 'so caring' to parents and children. Parents comment on how staff work 
with them to help support their children. For example, they share ideas 
regarding activities to do with their children at home.

n Staff engage toddlers well during story time. They read with enthusiasm and 
encourage children to join in with familiar parts of the story. Staff discuss the 
story and children anticipate what comes next. Children concentrate and show 
good listening skills. They respond positively to the praise that staff give them. 

n The management team is extremely driven to provide high-quality care and 
education. They work closely with staff, parents and outside agencies to 
evaluate practice and help to move the setting forward. Action plans and audits 
are in place to help maintain the good-quality provision. 

n The management team focuses on raising the quality of teaching. They have 
implemented a programme for staff's professional development and systems to 
monitor good practice.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to protect children from harm. They know 
how to identify and report their concerns about children to keep them safe. Staff 
ensure the nursery is safe, secure and well maintained. They act swiftly to ensure 
they deal with hazards and ensure a thorough risk assessment is carried out. 
Managers ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. Good recruitment 
and induction procedures help staff to understand their role in keeping children 
safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to refine assessment systems and support staff in precisely planning 
what children need to learn next, to help them make even greater progress

n strengthen teaching and provide further opportunities for babies and young 
children to extend their early speaking skills 

n support staff to provide activities that are finely tuned to fully extend each child's 
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learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY548911

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10129403

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 79

Number of children on roll 111

Name of registered person Whitehouse Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530867

Telephone number 01773 687880

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

White House Nursery in Alfreton registered in 2017. The nursery employs 24 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 6 and 19 hold qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Garner
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector had a tour of the setting and spoke with staff and children during 
the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery managers and provider. She 

reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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