
Inspection of Footprints Montessori 
Day Nursery
Long Reach, West Horsley, LEATHERHEAD, Surrey KT24 6LZ

Inspection date: 8 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The manager and her staff create an exceptionally friendly and warm atmosphere, 
where children flourish and get off to a flying start. Staff have first-rate 
relationships with the children and their parents, showing interest in their home 
lives. They listen to the children's discussions with enthusiasm and ask appropriate 
questions of interest. Past pupils visit and give staff members hugs during drop-off 
and collection times, showing strong lasting bonds between staff and children. 

Children are happy and confident, and as a result, their behaviour is exemplary. 
Children are exceptionally engaged in their learning and play. Staff give the 
children time to respond to questions and opportunities to try to do activities for 
themselves, therefore, children become extremely independent learners. Children 
impressively recognise their own names, fetch their own coats, put shoes on and 
pour their own drinks during mealtimes. The children have the freedom to make 
their own choices. 

Staff are exceptionally skilful at extending and consolidating children's skills needed 
for the next stages in their learning, such as school. Older children learn about 
personal space and respect, while younger children strengthen their physical skills, 
enjoying yoga and outdoor play. Babies develop language and listening skills 
through listening to staff who provide narratives during their activities. Staff work 
tremendously hard to create a supportive environment where parents are informed 
in detail of their child's progress and how to extend their learning at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly stimulating and inspiring environment enables children to have 
extensive learning opportunities, which motivate them to become exceptional 
learners.

n Staff enhance children's problem-solving skills through an excellent range of 
exciting and challenging activities. For instance, children enjoy pegboards, 
threading activities, puzzles and lock and key puzzles which all help to support 
children's fine and gross motor skills.

n Staff take every opportunity to develop children's conversations and activities by 
asking extremely challenging questions and allowing children time to think and 
respond. As a result, children are exceptionally confident in their own abilities 
and are excited to try new experiences. 

n Children display exceptionally high levels of social skill and are kind and 
considerate to each other. Staff praise children for their achievements and 
positive behaviour and are exemplary role models.

n Respect and kindness for others is thoroughly embedded through the setting. 
Children learn about personal space and that their work is special and they 
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should be mindful of others. The children learn about others less fortunate than 
themselves and take part in fundraising activities. Children learn about cultures 
and festivals. For instance, children experience Diwali and Guy Fawkes Night, 
through arts and crafts, stories and food tasting.

n The managers and staff are exceptionally committed and motivated to 
maintaining their outstanding practice. Managers regularly review and reflect on 
how training has an impact on the staff's practice and the care the children 
receive. 

n Managers provide staff with a robust supervision and training schedule. Staff 
feel that managers value their contributions and that they receive excellent 
levels of support in regards to their health and well-being.

n Staff and managers carry out in-depth observations of what the children are 
achieving. Staff carefully plan activities to target specific areas of their learning 
and development. The staff's extremely high expectations of the children means 
they take part in inspiring, innovative and challenging activities. For example, 
younger children take part in mark making with conkers and older children enjoy 
physical activities, such as using sledges in frosty weather.

n Staff take the children out on regular outings to the woods and within the 
community. Children thoroughly enjoy the visits to the woods, building dens and 
learning about the farm animals they see on the way.

n Children take immense delight in sharing ideas with others, which further 
supports their confidence and self-esteem.

n Managers continuously strive to improve experiences for children. They are 
developing links in the community so they can provide even more excellent 
learning opportunities for children, such as through visits to a local care home. 

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the nursery. They say that the staff 
are exceptionally friendly and supportive. Staff prepare the children for their 
transition to school and into the next nursery room tremendously well. Many 
parents expressed their view that their children started school well above their 
peers, particularly in their personal care, where they could put on coats and 
shoes and find their names. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff receive a rigorous safeguarding training programme. This equips them with 
excellent detailed knowledge of safeguarding and the wider knowledge needed to 
understand the signs and symptoms which indicate a child is at risk. Staff have 
regular training on safeguarding issues, such as the risk of radicalisation and 
female genital mutilation. Staff can identify different indicators of abuse and 
neglect exceptionally well. The managers are extremely well organised and ensure 
policies, records and documents that help to safeguard children are regularly 
updated and are exceptionally thorough. Staff are meticulously proactive in taking 
action to keep children from harm. Managers have extremely comprehensive 
procedures in place for staff to follow to identity and report concerns swiftly. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY304311

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10108599

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 88

Name of registered person Footprints Montessori Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908318

Telephone number 01483 285591

Date of previous inspection 20 April 2015

Information about this early years setting

Footprints Montessori Day Nursery first opened in 2005. It is a privately owned 
setting, which operates from converted premises in West Horsley, Leatherhead, 
Surrey. It is open each weekday, from 8am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year, 
excluding the week between Christmas and New Year and bank holidays. The 
nursery is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children 
aged three and four years. The nursery employs 23 members of staff, including the 
qualified owner. Of the 23 staff, 22 hold qualifications ranging from level 2 up to 
early years teacher status. The nursery follows the Montessori philosophy of 
teaching.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bev Boyd
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector discussed the ongoing evaluation process with the provider.
n Written documentation was viewed by the inspector and discussions were held 

with the provider and staff regarding children's progress.
n At appropriate times during the inspection the inspector spoke with children and 

parents to gather their views of the nursery.
n The inspector had a tour of the areas used by the children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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