Oféfed

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Audley and Queen's Park
Children's Centre

Pringle Street, BLACKBURN BB1 1SF

Inspection date: 28 October 2019
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
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Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The management and staff team are passionate about providing high-quality,
inclusive care and education to all. They strive to constantly enhance all areas of
practice to the highest possible level. Staff successfully provide opportunities to
children that they may not experience at home. For example, children relish taking
part in yoga sessions and giggle as they roar and pretend to be a fierce tiger.
Children develop strong bonds with the staff and show extremely positive attitudes
and a thirst for learning. They settle in very well and thrive in this highly nurturing,
caring and welcoming environment.

The staff are highly skilled in promptly identifying any gaps in children's learning
and development and seek early support. Rigorous systems are in place, including
highly focused weekly 'service allocation' meetings with other professionals. These
are extremely helpful in reviewing the effectiveness of provision provided to
children and families in the local community. Children with low starting points,
including many who speak English as an additional language and those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), benefit from the superb initiatives in
place. For example, staff provide visits to the park and aquarium. These ensure
that all children are given the best possible support to prepare them for school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Staff are provided with highly focused monitoring and supervision meetings.
They attend ongoing, targeted training to help them improve their skills and
practice. Staff are encouraged to reflect on their own practice and professional
development. Following training, staff understand the fundamental role that
positive attachments have on children's physical and emotional well-being, and
their learning.

B The management and staff team have very high expectations for all children.
Staff closely monitor children's progress and follow their emerging interests,
including what they have been doing at home. Staff use this information to
deliver an exceptional curriculum and a learning environment in which children
flourish. They plan for what each individual child needs to learn next and help
them to make the best possible progress.

W Staff place high importance on promoting children's communication skills. They
encourage young children to count as they tap the beater to rhythmic patterns.
Older children listen very carefully and concentrate as they match the sounds
they hear to the pictures on their card.

B Many of the staff are multilingual and support children's home language as well
as English exceptionally well. Staff skilfully tune into children's communication
and repeat both languages to promote their listening and understanding skills.
All children, including those who speak English as an additional language,
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develop confidence in their language and communication skills.

B Staff maximise opportunities to develop children's mathematics skills and make
learning thoroughly enjoyable. For example, children are thrilled as they match,
sequence and sort the different-coloured bottle lids. They estimate how many
more blocks they need to build their tower the same height as the member of
staff.

m Children are highly receptive to take on a challenge. For example, they keep on
trying as they peel the oranges and repeatedly try to bounce and catch the ball.
They show joy as they manage to gently transfer the bubbles from the wand to
the top of the bottle.

m Staff help children to develop excellent control and coordination and to gain
confidence in their own abilities. They offer thoughtfully planned activities, such
as jigsaws, complex threading and malleable resources. These help children to
develop their early writing skills. Children design their own obstacle course with
enthusiasm and balance carefully along the different objects.

®m Children make friends easily and demonstrate exemplary behaviour. They
develop an exceptionally strong sense of belonging and thoroughly enjoy
choosing what to play with. Children are very independent and learn to put on
their own hats and coats. Older children confidently see to their own self-care
and toileting needs, ready for school.

m Children are highly motivated to take part in activities and develop high levels of
resilience and self-esteem. For example, during board games, children celebrate
each other's achievements together and begin to understand that they cannot
always win.

B Managers actively seek and embrace the views of parents, staff and children to
continually enhance the quality of provision. Staff provide support and guidance
to parents, for example during home visits, stay and play sessions and eating
with their children at lunchtime.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety is a priority and deeply embedded into daily practice. Staff are
extremely vigilant and ensure that the environment is safe and secure. They have
an extremely secure understanding of their role in safeguarding children. They
know what to do should they be worried about the welfare or safety of a child. The
management and staff team respond rapidly to support vulnerable children and
those with SEND. They ensure that the needs of all children are met and
exceptionally well supported. Parents give high praise for the parenting groups
attended, including how they can keep children safe at home.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY287349

Local authority Blackburn with Darwen

Inspection nhumber 10109882

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2to 4

Total number of places 77

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
Telephone number 01254 507 750

Date of previous inspection 26 June 2013

Information about this early years setting

Audley and Queen's Park Children's Centre registered in 2004. The centre employs
16 members of childcare staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years
qualifications at level 3 and above. The centre opens from Monday to Friday,
during term time only. Sessions are from 8.40am until 3.20pm. The centre provides
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cath Palser
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Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.

m A learning walk and joint observation were completed with the early years
teacher to understand how the provision and the curriculum are organised.

B The inspector held meetings with the manager, early years teacher and senior
early years worker. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

B A number of parents were spoken to during the inspection and the inspector
took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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