
Inspection of Chestnut@Chesterton
Green End Road, Chesterton, CAMBRIDGE CB4 1RW

Inspection date: 7 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff warmly welcome children and their families into the nursery. Children form 
close bonds with staff and secure friendships with other children. This helps to 
provide a positive contribution to children's well-being. Overall, children are 
provided with a wide range of stimulating and enjoyable learning experiences. They 
make their own choices about where they would like to play. 

Children relish the opportunities to play outdoors throughout the day. They enjoy 
spending time in the fresh air and exploring the different environments. Older 
children work well together as a team to build a challenging obstacle course. They 
are encouraged by staff to think about their own safety and whether the course 
they have built is safe to use. Babies and toddlers have their curiosity and 
exploratory skills nurtured. Sensory play opportunities are plentiful. Babies 
thoroughly enjoy splashing their hands and using small tools in coloured water. 
Toddlers use rollers and paints to make different patterns and marks. 

Children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning and are confident. Their 
independence skills are promoted well in preparation for school. Older children 
successfully manage their self-care skills. For example, they dress and undress 
themselves for outdoor play. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The new manager demonstrates drive and commitment to the nursery. She 
values staff's opinions and carefully thinks about their well-being when 
considering workloads and responsibilities. Staff feel that the manager always 
makes time for them and they are well supported in their roles. 

n Children's behaviour throughout the nursery is good. They understand the rules 
and routines of the day. Older children negotiate taking turns in activities 
themselves and are patient as they wait. Children are kind and considerate 
towards others. For example, they offer their hand for support to children who 
find an obstacle course challenging. 

n Through discussion, staff demonstrate that they know the children in their care 
well. They understand their individual learning needs and weave children's 
interests successfully into the planning of activities. Staff make accurate 
assessments of children's learning and identify the next steps that will help them 
make the best ongoing progress. 

n Babies learn in a calm and relaxing environment. Staff use quiet voices and lots 
of positive facial gestures that help babies to feel safe and secure. Babies have 
formed close relationships with their key person and they happily approach them 
for cuddles. 

n Staff work closely with professionals, such as speech and language therapists, to 

Inspection report: Chestnut@Chesterton
7 November 2019 2



identify children who need additional support. Children benefit from a highly 
targeted approach to support their welfare and all-round development. As a 
result, children make good progress from their individual starting points. 

n Staff promote a healthy lifestyle. Opportunities to play outdoors and engage in 
physical play have increased since the last inspection. Children understand about 
their own good health. They tell staff they need strong muscles to move a tyre 
outdoors. The healthy meals and snacks provided contribute to a well-balanced 
diet. 

n Parents speak highly of the setting. They feel communication about their child's 
time at the nursery is excellent. Parents are kept regularly updated about their 
children's progress. They have good opportunities to share their children's 
achievements from home as part of their learning and development. Parents are 
invited to spend time in the nursery. For example, they attend Mother's Day and 
Father's Day picnics and a graduation ceremony. 

n Staff support most children's language and communication skills well from an 
early age. They sing songs and read stories. Staff repeat words, model the 
correct pronunciation and ask children questions that encourage them to think. 
However, staff do not consistently support all children who speak English as an 
additional language to communicate effectively.

n Children enjoy a good range of learning experiences and have opportunities to 
choose what they want to play with. However, staff in the Panda room have not 
fully considered how the daily routine occasionally interrupts children's play.

n Staff have many opportunities to enhance their practice. However, the 
leadership team has not sought further ways to help all staff develop a deeper 
knowledge of teaching and learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a clear understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse. They 
understand their responsibilities in helping to keep children safe from harm. Staff 
ensure their knowledge is kept up to date through training and discussions in staff 
meetings. Recruitment is robust and staff's ongoing suitability is regularly checked. 
Children are cared for in safe and secure premises. The areas they use are 
consistently assessed for hazards and risks. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n find ways to promote the speaking, listening and understanding skills of children 
who speak English as an additional language that improves their vocabulary and 
recognition of words in their home language and in English

n review the organisation of daily routines in the Panda room so that children's 
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learning experiences are consistently strong and they are able to become deeply 
involved in their activities

n build on the already good practice and seek further ways to help all staff 
develop first-rate teaching skills.

Inspection report: Chestnut@Chesterton
7 November 2019 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY467388

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10091285

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 99

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Chestnut Nursery Schools Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520854

Telephone number 01223728390

Date of previous inspection 20 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

Chestnut@Chesterton registered in 2013 and is located in Cambridge. The nursery 
operates Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 8am until 
6.30pm. The nursery currently employs 26 members of staff, of whom 19 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Carly Mooney
Emma Bright
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Inspection activities

n The inspectors undertook a learning walk with the manager to find out about the 
setting and the children who attend. 

n The inspectors observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n A joint observation was completed and evaluated with the manager. 
n The inspectors held a meeting with the manager and provider. They looked at 

relevant documentation, including evidence of the suitability of staff working in 
the setting. 

n The inspectors spoke to a small selection of parents and took account of their 
views in written feedback. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Chestnut@Chesterton
7 November 2019 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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