
Inspection of Polkadot Day Nursery
Kinwarton, ALCESTER, Warwickshire B49 6PX

Inspection date: 31 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff are loving and attentive. They develop close bonds with the children. Staff 
manage children's personal care needs really well so children are well cared for. 
Children are settled and happy. They are confident attending. Staff keep children 
safe and encourage them to try new things. They supervise children closely and 
help them take appropriate risks in play, such as using tools with support. Pre-
school children develop independence in managing their own care needs. For 
example, they serve their meals at lunchtime. Staff have good expectations of 
children's abilities. The curriculum is broad, and children enjoy a variety of activities 
indoors and outside. Children have fun and enjoy attending. Babies like 
experimenting with blowing bubbles and catching them. Toddlers enjoy exploring 
sensory materials, including cornflour and water, and building with construction 
bricks. Pre-school children like taking part in activities to celebrate Halloween, 
including painting pumpkins, carving pumpkins and dressing up as imaginative 
characters, such as princesses and fairies. Children develop positive attitudes 
towards learning. Overall, they are interested in activities and are motivated to 
learn. Children are polite and develop good manners. They listen and respond to 
staff and like small responsibilities, such as tidying up. Children progress well and 
gain the skills they need for the next stage of their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers are passionate and ambitious. The provider liaises very closely with 
the early years team and other providers. Managers of the company's settings 
get together routinely and liaise with a range of professionals. Self-evaluation is 
embedded. Managers set clear and focused goals for future development. This 
helps the nursery to continually maintain high standards. 

n Teaching is good. Staff know the children really well. They routinely observe and 
assess their learning. They provide daily child-led and adult-directed activities, 
which help to promote children's key next steps in learning. The nursery's 
special educational needs coordinator is knowledgeable, and support for children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities is excellent. Managers monitor 
children's progress. They identify gaps in learning promptly and ensure these are 
addressed. All children continually progress well. 

n Staff supervision processes are robust. Staff are observed, have one-to-one 
meetings with managers and benefit from training in safeguarding, promoting 
children's physical well-being and education. Managers also effectively monitor 
staff workloads and are highly sensitive to promoting their personal well-being. 
This has a positive impact on the quality of the provision. 

n Staff promote communication, language and literacy. For example, staff interact 
with children positively, talk to them and ask plenty of questions. Babies enjoy 
looking at books with their teachers, toddlers like singing during play, and pre-

Inspection report: Polkadot Day Nursery
31 October 2019 2



school children learn to recognise their own names. However, there is room to 
review the organisation of whole-group activities aimed at fostering these skills. 
Occasionally, the sessions provided are too lengthy and complex. Therefore, 
they are not always fully age appropriate and do not entirely promote children's 
engagement at the highest level.

n The nursery is inclusive and welcoming. Staff find out from parents about 
children's different religions or cultures on entry. They encourage them to share 
this in the setting. Staff take children out in the community, which helps widen 
their understanding of the world. Staff promote good behaviours throughout the 
nursery. This helps promote tolerance and acceptance. 

n Staff promote being healthy as a priority in this nursery. Recently, the nursery 
has adopted a healthy eating campaign, which has included reviewing the 
menus. Babies and toddlers enjoy practising their physical movements as they 
learn to ride on wheeled vehicles and make use of the climbing equipment and 
slide. Pre-school children enjoy organised sports sessions, swimming and yoga. 

n Staff share two-way information about children's care and learning with parents, 
using a variety of strategies. However, managers and staff do not seek parents' 
input into proposed changes and new initiatives at the earliest opportunity. 
There is scope to extend parent partnerships to help develop the best possible 
links between the nursery and home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The nursery is well organised. Record-keeping is effective. Managers implement a 
range of policies and procedures that support the safe running of the setting. The 
environment is well laid out, secure, clean and tidy. Risk assessment is effective. 
Staff conduct daily safety checks of all areas in use to help minimise any hazards. 
The safeguarding knowledge of managers and staff is strong. They are alert to 
different indicators of potential child abuse or neglect. They also have a sound 
awareness of wider safeguarding concerns, such as radicalisation and extreme 
practices. This helps to protect children from different types of harm. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of whole-group activities, particularly those aimed at 
promoting communication, language and literacy, so that the experiences 
provided are fully age-appropriate and promote children's engagement at the 
highest level

n extend parent partnership and seek their input into proposed changes and new 
initiatives at the earliest opportunity, to help develop the best possible links 
between the nursery and home. 

Inspection report: Polkadot Day Nursery
31 October 2019 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY478658

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10076072

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Polkadot Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902404

Telephone number 01789 766565

Date of previous inspection 25 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Polkadot Day Nursery registered in 2014. The nursery employs 13 members of 
staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, 
including two with level 5 and one with level 6. The nursery operates Monday to 
Friday, all year around, except for one week at Christmas. Sessions are available 
from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Josephine Heath
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the nursery and held discussions with the manager 
about the curriculum and environments, and how learning and development are 
promoted. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outside. She assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager of the nursery of 
a planned activity in the toddler room. 

n The inspector spoke to staff and held a meeting with the nursery management 
team. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and checked evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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