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What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils support the school’s values of kindness and respect for others. They know
that these values make the school a friendly place for everyone. Pupils are proud
when they receive rewards for putting these values into action.
Leaders have high expectations for pupils’ achievement. They want all pupils to be
well prepared for their future lives. Topics are interesting and teaching builds on
what pupils already know. This helps all pupils to achieve well and enjoy their
learning.
Pupils behave sensibly. They are polite to adults and each other. They are respectful
of those who may have beliefs that are different to their own. Teachers encourage
pupils to try hard, have a go and persevere. Pupils fully embrace the school’s motto,
‘through effort to success’.
Pupils are happy to come to school. They feel safe and are well cared for. Bullying is
rare. Pupils know that an adult will deal with bullying quickly if it happens.
Pupils were keen to tell us their favourite things about the school. These include
sports clubs, swimming and mathematics lessons. Pupils are very proud of their
school and what they achieve. Parents and carers echo this in their many
complimentary comments about the school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Leaders have the same high expectations for pupils’ behaviour and achievement on
both sites. Leaders and staff work together effectively to make sure that all pupils learn
well.
Leaders, governors and staff have clear aims for what pupils should learn. They plan
each subject carefully and ensure that pupils study the right content in the right
order. This is also the case in the early years. In most subjects, teachers select
activities which help pupils to understand and remember important knowledge. For
example, in design and technology, teachers sequence lessons so that pupils build
successfully on what they already know. Plans for history and geography contain
clearly defined aims. However, teachers do not use these plans as well as they
should. Sometimes, pupils lack opportunities to develop and deepen their knowledge
in these subjects.
Children in the Nursery and Reception classes make a strong start to their learning.
Adults use praise to reinforce good behaviour. They select activities which encourage
children to cooperate, make choices and share resources. Children quickly develop
positive attitudes to school. Staff ask children questions and help them to
understand what they are learning.
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Reading is a high priority from the start of the early years. Adults read to pupils daily
to develop their love of books. Phonics is planned and taught well. Pupils quickly
learn their letter sounds. Staff make sure that pupils read books that match their
abilities. This helps pupils to read well. Teachers encourage pupils to explain the
complex ideas that they encounter in their reading. This also helps to develop pupils’
reading ability.
Leaders have strengthened the way writing is taught and planned. Teachers select
tasks that help pupils to write for a purpose. This means that pupils develop and
apply their knowledge of different styles of writing. In mathematics, teachers use
subject plans effectively. They ensure that pupils understand important concepts and
calculation methods. Nevertheless, pupils do not have enough opportunities to
deepen their knowledge, for instance by solving problems or by reasoning
mathematically.
Leaders and staff have high expectations for pupils’ behaviour. There is a calm,
atmosphere throughout the school. Pupils cooperate well in lessons. They show
interest and enjoyment in their work. Pupils’ learning is rarely interrupted by poor
behaviour.
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive effective
extra help from staff. Parents told us that they are very happy with the support that
their children receive. Staff expect pupils with SEND to develop the same knowledge
as their peers. Sometimes, however, teachers do not adapt activities to make sure
that pupils with SEND achieve as highly as they should.
Pupils have plenty of opportunities to develop their social skills. They learn about
how they can help others and resolve conflicts. They understand it is important to
respect the views and rights of others. Pupils explained confidently how the school’s
values help them with this. Through the school council, pupils share their views on
the school and agree ways to make it better. Leaders take pupils’ views seriously
and act on their suggestions.
Pupils enjoy the many extra-curricular activities on offer. These include clubs for
sports and gardening and the ‘Bonner Band’, to name a few. Leaders ensure that
disadvantaged pupils have full access to these activities. All staff take a keen interest
in developing pupils’ physical and mental well-being. They teach pupils what they
can do to lead healthy lives.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff make sure that pupils are kept safe and are well cared for. Staff teach pupils
how to keep themselves safe, in school and out. Pupils show a good understanding
of safeguarding and digital safety.
Leaders train staff so that they know what to do if they have any concerns about
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pupils’ well-being or safety. Members of the safeguarding team work extremely well
together to protect pupils from harm. Leaders leave no aspect of safeguarding to
chance, carefully following up on all referrals they make to the local authority.
Pupils say they feel safe because teachers look after them, and parents agree.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Subject plans set out clearly what pupils should learn and when. In most
subjects, teachers use plans effectively to ensure that pupils build on their prior
learning. However, in history and geography teaching does not provide enough
opportunities for pupils to apply what they have been taught. This prevents them
from acquiring a secure understanding of important concepts. Leaders should
ensure that all teachers use the subject plans effectively.
 Mathematics is well taught. However, leaders should strengthen plans so that
pupils have sufficient opportunities to solve problems and reason mathematically.
This will ensure that pupils achieve to the best of their abilities in this subject.
 Teachers and teaching assistants understand the needs of pupils with SEND. They
provide them with support to help them overcome their individual barriers to
learning. However, teachers should adapt activities carefully and ensure that
these pupils can fully access the content that they expect them to learn.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.

Inspection report: Bonner Primary School
16–17 October 2019

4

School details
Unique reference number

100891

Local authority

Tower Hamlets

Inspection number

10110492

Type of school

Primary

School category

Maintained

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

873

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Alan Ball

Headteacher

Nicola Denton

Website

www.bonner.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

30 January 2007

Information about this school
 Bonner Primary School is an above average-sized primary school.
 The proportion of pupils eligible for the pupil premium is above the national
average.
 The proportion of pupils with SEND is considerably higher than the national
average.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We
deemed the inspection a section 5 inspection under the same Act.
 We looked at safeguarding arrangements by speaking with leaders, staff and
pupils, and reviewing documents, policies and the school’s systems for recording
concerns. We reviewed the school’s system for carrying out checks on the
suitability of staff to work with pupils.
 We reviewed policies and documentation relating to governance. We also looked
at records of pupils’ behaviour and attendance.
 The following subjects were evaluated in depth during this inspection: reading;
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mathematics; design and technology; and personal, social, health and economic
education. We visited lessons, looked at work in pupils’ books and met with
pupils, subject leaders and teachers. Other subjects were also considered as part
of this inspection.
 We met with the headteacher, other senior leaders, teachers, the chair of the
governing body and three other governors.
 We reviewed the school’s self-evaluation documents and improvement plans.
 We observed pupils in a range of situations, including at break and at lunchtime.
We held conversations with groups of pupils, and spoke to pupils in lessons, in
the playground and in the dining hall.
 We met with leaders to discuss bullying, attendance and exclusions.
 We considered the views of parents through informal discussions and the 12
responses to the Parent View survey.
Inspection team
Danvir Visvanathan, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector

Lando Du Plooy

Ofsted Inspector

Helen Rai

Ofsted Inspector

Jonathan Newby

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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