
Inspection of Chestnut Tree Day 
Nursery
Chestnut Tree Day Nursery, 6a Nuxley Road, BELVEDERE, Kent DA17 5JF

Inspection date: 23 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children follow a gradual settling-in programme when they start at the nursery so 
that they feel safe and secure when their parents leave them. As a result, they 
have good relationships with staff and each other. Staff have successfully improved 
methods of managing children's behaviour in positive ways. They have 
implemented new consistent strategies to help younger children cooperatively take 
turns during play, such as holding a 'waiting card' to show it is their turn next. 
Children willingly share toys when staff talk to them about their feelings and caring 
about their friends. Consequently, children behave well, creating a calm 
atmosphere in which to play and learn. Staff are vigilant and supervise children 
well. They are kind, caring, and respond promptly to support children's individual 
care needs, such as toilet training or if children become unwell. Children enjoy a 
good balance of free play and adult-led activities that promote all areas of learning. 
Older children are developing good independent learning skills. Staff have 
strengthened methods of working with parents and the local authority to support 
children and identify any additional learning needs. This ensures that children 
receive the help they need to make good progress.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have successfully met all actions raised at the last 
inspection. They have developed staff practice through induction for the many 
new staff that have joined the team, along with regular coaching and 
supervision for all staff. In addition, staff have attended relevant training and 
reviewed the curriculum, which has improved the quality of teaching. Staff 
identify and plan more specific activities where they are needed most. For 
example, more story and circle times for older children to extend their language 
and communication skills. They also re-organised outside playtimes for babies to 
enhance opportunities for physical development. 

n Risk assessment is now embedded well into staff practice. For example, staff 
complete daily safety checks of the premises and suitability of activities for their 
age group of children. Managers have improved methods of recording any 
accidents. They review these regularly to identify any patterns and make 
changes to improve safety if needed. 

n Children make good progress from their starting points. Staff have embraced the 
role of key person and take responsibility for monitoring the progress of the 
children in their group and ensuring their care needs are met. Staff clearly 
identify children's individual learning needs and interests and plan activities that 
support their learning effectively. However, staff could do more to gain 
information from parents about children's learning at home to fully enhance 
assessment and planning.

n Younger children develop their physical skills effectively while using a range of 
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tools with the play dough. They learn new skills as staff show them how to roll 
the dough into balls and talk about the different sizes. Staff give babies lots of 
encouragement as they learn to walk. However, babies have less opportunities 
to independently use a wide range of toys that promote their movements and 
balance.

n Children develop good communication and language skills because staff promote 
lots of meaningful conversations during play. All children enjoy story times and 
enthusiastically join in songs with actions. Older children develop effective 
speaking and listening skills when they all talk about the story. Children's literacy 
skills and enjoyment of books are further enhanced as they take books home to 
share with their parents, and older children go on outings to the local library. 
However, children have less opportunities to explore and learn more about their 
local community.  

n Older children develop their social skills well during relaxed mealtimes where 
they happily talk with their friends and staff. They discuss the foods they like 
and the events of the day. Children learn good self-care skills as they serve their 
own food, pour their own drinks and clear away their plates. This helps to 
develop their personal independence, so they are well prepared for their move 
on to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection, staff have reviewed the safeguarding procedures and 
attended relevant training. In addition, leaders and managers have regular 
discussions and meetings with staff to help develop their understanding of wider 
safeguarding issues. As a result, staff are now more confident in identifying any 
safeguarding concerns. They also know the correct procedures to follow if they 
have any concerns about children's welfare or if any allegations are raised. Leaders 
complete robust recruitment and vetting checks and closely monitor staff practice 
and ongoing suitability to work with children.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen methods for gaining information about children's learning at home to 
fully enhance assessment and planning, so that children make even better 
progress

n enhance opportunities for children to explore and learn about the local 
community 

n extend occasions for babies to independently use toys that help develop their 
movements and balancing skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY300179

Local authority Bexley

Inspection number 10112975

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 5

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person Chestnut Tree Day Nursery (2004) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909008

Telephone number 01322 463626

Date of previous inspection 23 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Chestnut Tree Day Nursery registered in 2004. It is open each weekday from 
7.30am to 6pm all year round. There are 13 staff who work at the setting, 10 of 
whom hold relevant childcare qualifications between level 3 and level 5. The setting 
receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged, two, 
three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Geoghegan

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and interactions between staff 
and children during indoor and outside play.

n The inspector reviewed a range of documents and children's records.
n The inspector completed a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager regarding the management of 

the setting and the progress made since the last inspection.
n The inspector gained feedback from parents and considered their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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