Inspection of The Old School House
Nursery II
Ashford Road, St. Michaels, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6SR

Inspection date:

31 October 2019

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children behave impeccably and they are exceptionally polite. They know what is
expected of them and their attitudes towards learning and each other are
incredibly good. Staff are vigilant in ensuring that children are fascinated to learn in
a secure and safe environment. Staff build on children's ideas and interests well.
For example, children are excited about picking their homegrown pumpkins. They
go on to engage in a wide range of pumpkin activities, such as stacking them in
size order. This supports children to develop good mathematical skills as they play.
Children have excellent levels of respect and understanding for others. They gain
incredible levels of empathy. For example, they excitedly help care for an extensive
range of animals, such as 'Sonny' the pony and 'Lucky' the pig. Children have good
opportunities to explore and investigate the natural world. For instance, they enjoy
routine visits to the chickens to collect their eggs and learn about life cycles. Staff
ensure that they provide all children with the skills they need to succeed and make
good progress. This includes those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities and children who speak English as an additional language.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff get to know individual children and their personalities and likes and dislikes
well. Children have a good sense of belonging and have positive well-being and
self-esteem.
n All staff establish positive relationships with parents and keep them involved and
informed in their children's learning. For example, staff encourage parents to
regularly share their children's achievements from home.
n Children are confident to communicate and share their thoughts. For example,
children engage in detailed dialogue with staff about their play. Staff support
children to develop good communication skills. For instance, staff consistently
ask challenging questions and provide children with enough time to think and
then respond.
n All children have a wide range of opportunities to gain a good understanding of
other people's similarities and differences from around the world. For instance,
they learn about traditions of other religious beliefs as they explore rangoli
patterns for Diwali.
n The manager and staff evaluate their practice together effectively. For example,
they have regular meetings to discuss how the events and activities staff provide
motivate children to learn. Staff use their findings to support their future activity
plans. The manager monitors the quality of care and education within the
nursery. She routinely observes staff interact with children and provides them
with helpful feedback to support their future performance.
n All staff are keen to keep up to date with new early years information and build
on their skills and knowledge even further. They attend beneficial training. For
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example, they have learned different ways to motivate children to learn
outdoors. Staff have implemented new interesting activities, such as enabling
children to cook items on a camp stove and make their own dens.
n Children gain good physical skills. For example, they negotiate a range of
equipment and resources to climb and balance, such as rope swings and tractor
tyres. Younger children negotiate more age-appropriate balancing and climbing
equipment. Children learn about the importance of healthy eating. One way they
do this is by growing their own healthy produce, such as cucumber and carrots.
However, staff do not consistently encourage children to follow good hygiene
routines to fully understand the importance of being healthy.
n Staff establish positive partnerships with other early years professionals. This
helps provide children with a positive and consistent approach to their shared
care and learning experiences. For instance, information about children's
achievements is regularly shared with the staff at other settings that children
attend.
n Staff have a good knowledge of the seven areas of learning and implement the
Montessori approach well. Staff provide children with stimulating activities.
Children are exceptionally eager to learn and have an incredibly positive attitude
to the learning that they choose to participate in. However, staff do not
consistently organise small-group, adult-led activities to support all children's
learning more effectively.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
All staff have a good knowledge and understanding of the safeguarding and child
protection policies. They understand how to help keep children safe and protect
their welfare. This includes knowing who to contact to seek additional advice
regarding potential concerns. Staff complete and monitor thorough risk
assessments which cover all aspects of practice. Staff teach children how to remain
safe. For example, children have an active role in risk assessing. They learn about
the different potential risks, such as identifying fungi and nettles in the woodland
area. Staff do their utmost to ensure all learning environments are safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n consistently encourage children to follow good health and hygiene routines and
develop their physical well-being even further
n review and improve the organisation of planned small-group, adult-led activities
to ensure that they promptly engage all children in their learning experiences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

127702

Local authority

Kent

Inspection number

10128561

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0 to 8

Total number of places

74

Number of children on roll

83

Name of registered person

Brissenden, Fiona

Registered person unique
reference number

RP512457

Telephone number

01233 850239

Date of previous inspection

4 November 2015

Information about this early years setting
The Old School House Nursery II registered in 1997. It is located in Tenterden,
Kent. The setting is open Monday to Friday from 8am until 6pm, all year round.
The setting receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two,
three and four years. The setting employs 20 members of staff, 13 of whom hold
relevant early years qualifications at level 2 or above. This includes four members
of staff who have a level 4, one member of staff who has a level 5, one member of
staff who holds a level 6 and one member of staff who holds qualified teacher
status.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Kelly Hawkins
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Inspection activities
n The inspector observed the staff interacting with children and carried out a
learning walk with the nominated person. The inspector assessed the impact
that staff interaction and learning opportunities have on children's learning.
n The inspector viewed the indoor and outdoor learning environments.
n The inspector looked at written documentation, including safeguarding and child
protection policies and procedures.
n The inspector spoke to the nominated person, children, parents and staff and
considered their views.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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