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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Hoyle Nursery School 
Chesham Fold Road, Bury, Lancashire BL9 6HR 

 
  
Inspection dates: 15 October 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Hoyle Nursery School continues to be an outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Children get off to a flying start at this outstanding school. Staff are kind and supportive 
and want the very best for each of the children. They believe that there is no limit to what 
children are capable of achieving. 
 
Learning is active, exciting and fun. The classrooms and outside areas are a wonderland 
of interesting and challenging activities. Children are busy. They have no time to be bored 
or disinterested. 
 
Adults know the children very well. New children settle quickly. They feel safe, secure and 
ready to try new things. We saw children happily tackling unfamiliar tasks, such as 
collecting, sorting and counting the cones that had fallen outside. They trust adults to 
help them if they get stuck. 
 
The acting headteacher leads the school exceptionally well. She leads by example. Staff 
work well together to ensure that every child has the best possible opportunities. 
 
Children are very well behaved. From day one they learn how to cooperate, share and 
take turns. We saw no examples of disruptive behaviour or bullying. Children listen to 
staff carefully and follow instructions. Routines are well understood by all concerned and 
this helps children’s confidence to grow. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have designed the curriculum with great care and imagination and the quality of 
education is outstanding. Leaders and staff all share the same high aspirations for 
children to achieve well. Many children arrive in nursery with poor speech and language 
skills. Staff know exactly what needs to be taught and in what order to ensure that 
children can join in and do not fall behind. Children achieve very well across the 
curriculum and are well prepared for the next stage of their education. 
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We saw how well staff identify the needs of all children as soon as they arrive, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Staff are skilled and 
knowledgeable. Children with SEND are well supported and, as a result, achieve well. 
 
We saw reading being given the highest priority. The nursery is an amazing place for 
children to develop a love of books. They are surrounded by attractive reading materials 
with numerous nooks and crannies for them to settle comfortably as they look at books 
on their own or with an adult. Children learn about the sounds that letters make as soon 
as they arrive in nursery. Even this early in the school year, we saw some children 
identifying the sounds in their name. 
 
Staff are excellent role models. They speak slowly and clearly, giving children time to 
respond to questions and instructions. We saw adults encouraging children to think about 
mathematical language as they went about their play. For example, children built a ‘taller 
tower’ than their friends and explained how they could add ‘one, two or three’ blocks to 
make it ‘even bigger’. 
 
Trips and visitors to the school bring learning to life. They help children to learn about 
other beliefs and cultures as well as their local community. Following a recent visit to a 
local care home, children talked excitedly about the songs that they had sung and how 
their singing had ‘made people happy’. 
 
Children have a positive attitude to learning. They are considerate to one another and to 
adults. Children’s independence grows as they learn very quickly about routines and their 
own responsibilities, such as tidying up their tables when they get ready for lunch. 
 
Leaders, governors and staff are highly committed to ensuring that all children achieve to 
their very best. Staff are proud to work at the school. They feel that leaders listen to 
them and are sensitive to the amount of work they are given. 
 
Parents and carers strongly agree that the school is outstanding. They are confident it 
prepares their children very well for their next school. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff work diligently as a team to keep children safe. Staff know the children and their 
families extremely well. 
 
Staff are highly vigilant about keeping children safe because they are exceptionally well 
trained. Regular updates ensure that safeguarding is given the highest priority. 
Staff promptly report any concerns about a child’s welfare to leaders. Staff work tirelessly 

with other agencies and professionals to keep children safe. 
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Background 
 
When we have judged a maintained nursery school to be outstanding we will then 
normally go into the school about once every four years to confirm that the school 
remains outstanding. This is called a section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt 
outstanding school. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. 
However, if we find some evidence that the school could now be better than good or that 
standards may be declining, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will 
convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be outstanding in 
September 2014. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 105283 

Local authority Bury 

Inspection number 10045973 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 4 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 73 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Cllr James Daly 

Acting Headteacher Mrs Rachel O’Neil 

Website www.hoylenurseryschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 23–24 September 2014 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school’s deputy headteacher became acting headteacher in January 2019. 

 The school has provision for two-year-old children. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We visited lessons at various times during the day. 

 We held meetings with members of the senior leadership team, governors and staff. 

 We spoke with parents as they brought their children to school. 

 We looked at examples of children’s work and spoke with children when we visited 
lessons. We also listened to children read. 

 We held additional discussions with staff which focused on safeguarding. We also 
examined documentation relating to safeguarding. 

 We carried out deep dives in reading, mathematics, and communication and language. 
Deep dives are the methodology by which inspectors identify why a subject is as it is. 
This entails discussions with subject leaders, visits to lessons, looking at examples of 
children’s work, discussions with teachers and discussions with children. 

http://www.hoylenurseryschool.co.uk/
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 We met with the school improvement partner. 

 We took account of four written responses from parents to Ofsted’s online 
questionnaire, Parent View. 

 We took account of staff views following discussions with them. 
 
Inspection team 
 

Mike Hewlett, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Lisa Morgan Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: 
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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