
Inspection of Little Doves Christian 
Pre School
Navestock Village Hall, Navestockside, Brentwood, Essex CM14 5SD

Inspection date: 23 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager and staff provide a warm and welcoming environment for children 
and their families. Children are happy and form secure attachments with their key 
person and other staff caring for them. They are motivated and enthusiastic to 
learn. Children confidently make choices from the wide range of play materials 
available to them indoors and outside. They are inquisitive as they investigate and 
explore sensory and messy materials. For example, children are fascinated as they 
explore the sensation of cornflour mixed with water and when they carefully scoop 
compost into containers. 

Children behave well and remain safe. They understand key safety rules and know 
it is safer to walk than run while indoors. Children develop skills in sharing toys. For 
example, they learn to use sand timers to help them work out when it is their turn 
to use the most popular play equipment. The manager and staff have high 
expectations for every child, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). They work as a team to provide activities that capture children's 
curiosity and imagination. Staff take account of children's interests and next steps 
in learning and use these to inform the planning of activities. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are calm role models and offer constant praise and encouragement. 
Children are kind and caring individuals and form good relationships with each 
other. Staff encourage children to develop an understanding about the wider 
world. The resources reflect positive images of different families, communities 
and traditions.

n Staff build excellent partnerships with parents and carers. They work extremely 
hard to ensure that all parents are fully involved in their children's learning. 
Parents are overwhelmingly positive when they talk about the pre-school. They 
say staff go 'above and beyond' to help their children. Parents also praise the 
staff for the extra support they give families when they are experiencing 
difficulties in their lives.

n The manager and staff are committed to providing an inclusive environment for 
all children. They work very closely with other agencies and outside 
professionals to ensure that all children, including those with SEND, receive the 
individualised support and equipment they need to make good progress.

n The manager ensures that additional funding, such as early years pupil 
premium, is spent wisely to enhance the experiences available to children and to 
address any gaps in learning. The manager purchases additional resources and 
arranges for music teachers and football instructors to visit and deliver extra 
activities. This helps to encourage children to follow their interests further and 
develop their confidence and self-esteem.
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n Staff support children's communication skills well. They join children as they play 
and engage in constant discussion, introducing new vocabulary and modelling 
language during activities. Staff use songs and stories with props and puppets 
effectively to help children to focus their attention and develop their ideas.

n Children develop early reading and mathematical skills through the interesting 
ways that staff have woven opportunities into different activities. For example, 
non-fiction books are displayed adjacent to nature tables to help children find 
out more about insects. Children count and recognise numbers and shapes as 
they make birthday cakes with play dough.

n Children learn to adopt healthy lifestyles. They have plenty of opportunities to be 
physically active. Children eat well-balanced and nutritious snacks. They 
independently serve their own food and drinks and then wash up their cups and 
plates. However, staff do not always make the most of opportunities to help 
children to learn about the importance of effective hygiene routines.

n The manager takes the well-being and happiness of staff members seriously. 
Staff have regular team meetings and individual supervisions where they reflect 
on how they can improve. The manager has started reviewing new ways to 
monitor staff's performance. However, this has not been fully embedded in 
practice to help ensure that continuous professional development is sharply 
focused on improving staff's teaching skills to an outstanding level. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of how to protect children. They 
complete safeguarding training, including online courses on wider safeguarding 
issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty. Their knowledge is refreshed regularly during 
staff meetings. Staff know the procedures to follow if they identify any concerns 
about a child's welfare. The contact numbers for the relevant child protection 
agencies remain easily accessible. The trustees follow safer recruitment procedures 
to ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. Staff carry out daily checks 
of the premises to make sure any potential risks to children are minimised. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement the plans to target continuous professional development more 
precisely so that all staff raise their teaching skills to a higher level

n strengthen opportunities for children to learn about the importance of effective 
hygiene routines.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY545825

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10099225

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Little Doves Christian Pre School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP545824

Telephone number 01277 364927

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Doves Christian Pre School registered in 2017. The pre-school employs 14 
members of childcare staff. Of these, five staff hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3 and three staff hold a qualification at level 2. The pre-school 
also employs an administrator and two bank staff to cover for emergencies. The 
pre-school opens from Tuesday to Friday during school term times. Sessions are 
from 9.15am until 2.45pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pat Champion

Inspection report: Little Doves Christian Pre School
23 October 2019 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector and the deputy manager completed a learning walk across all 
areas of the pre-school to understand how the early years provision and 
curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out two joint observations with the manager, who is also 
the nominated individual, and discussed the children's progress and 
achievements. The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and 
children at appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector looked at a sample of the pre-school's documents. This included 
evidence about staff's suitability and training. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day and 
from their written responses to surveys organised by the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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