Inspection of Little Squirrels @
Shrawley
Walnut Cottage Nursery, School House, Worcester WR6 6TT

Inspection date:

24 October 2019

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Staff provide a welcoming and nurturing learning environment where children feel
safe and secure. Children arrive happy and separate from their parents or carers
without hesitation. They engage in activities alongside their friends and staff.
Children independently access resources and lead their own play. Babies and young
children engage in a wide range of sensory play experiences. They use their fingers
to make marks with paint and investigate the texture of pumpkins. Babies delight
in filling and emptying different-sized containers with sand and water. Staff extend
their learning as they add soap to the water to make bubbles. Babies giggle and try
to catch and pop them. Staff use single words and associative sounds to support
young children's emerging language. Staff enthusiastically sing and encourage
young children to join in with rhymes and action songs. Children make links to
experiences from home. They engage in role play and use their imagination as they
pretend to style hair and paint nails. Children interact positively with visitors,
inviting them to join their play. They develop very good physical skills and enjoy
playing outdoors. Children learn to manage risks in their play as they climb and
balance on logs and climbing apparatus. They concentrate and follow the
instructions on recipe cards to make play dough. Children carefully measure and
weigh the ingredients to ensure the dough is the right consistency.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The experienced manager strives to provide high-quality, inclusive care and
education to all. Staff morale is high. The manager meets regularly with staff to
identify training needs and discuss good practice. Staff are keen to continually
improve their knowledge and skills. For example, they are looking forward to
attending 'a sing and sign' training course to further support children's
communication and language skills.
n Staff have a sound knowledge of the curriculum. They make regular
assessments of what children know and can do. Staff use this information to
plan interesting and challenging experiences to move children forward in their
learning. However, staff do not always plan enough experiences to help children
develop an understanding and appreciation of diversity within their community
and gain even more awareness of what makes them unique.
n Staff are caring and kind. They talk to children in a calm and respectful manner.
Staff remind children of good manners, such as saying 'please' and 'thank you'.
Children learn to share resources and to take turns. They display positive
attitudes to learning. Children's behaviour is good.
n There is a strong focus on play and learning in the outdoor environment. All
children explore the outdoor space with enthusiasm and excitement. This helps
them to develop many new skills and supports their enjoyment and well-being
effectively.
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n Staff encourage children to find their own way of doing things and work out
their own solutions to problems, helping to develop their critical thinking skills.
Children concentrate and use tools for purpose. They skilfully use a trowel to
spread mud as they build a wall with lightweight bricks.
n Children's independence is promoted from a very early age. They become
competent at many tasks, such as serving their food at mealtimes and pouring
their drinks.
n Although the nursery provides children with nutritious meals and snacks,
mealtimes are not always organised effectively. Staff miss opportunities to give
consistent messages to children that support their understanding of eating a
healthy diet.
n Settling-in procedures are very good. Baby room staff send home a box
containing information about the child's key person, including a photograph and
a sample of their perfume. Consequently, babies become familiar with their key
person before they first begin to attend.
n Staff establish good relationships with parents from the start. They keep parents
well informed about their child's time at nursery. Staff display a range of
information to support parents, for example, what children do and learn at
nursery so they can continue it at home.
n Parents speak highly of the dedicated and caring staff and the superb bonds
their children have with their key person. Written feedback from parents
demonstrates the high regard they have for the nursery and how impressed they
are with the range of activities staff provide.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff have a good understanding of safeguarding and child protection procedures.
They know how to recognise and promptly respond to any potential concerns about
a child's well-being. Staff keep their knowledge up to date by regularly attending
training. They carry out daily safety checks to make sure resources are fit for
purpose and children play in a safe environment. A secure entry system is in place
and staff monitor access to the nursery. Robust recruitment procedures ensure
staff are suitable for their roles and understand their responsibilities.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n review the organisation of mealtimes and provide children with consistent
messages that support their understanding of healthy eating
n plan even more experiences for children to develop an understanding and
appreciation of diversity and gain an even better awareness of what makes them
unique.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY489584

Local authority

Worcestershire

Inspection number

10076488

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0 to 4

Total number of places

24

Number of children on roll

44

Name of registered person

Little Squirrels Ltd

Registered person unique
reference number

RP533545

Telephone number

01905620498

Date of previous inspection

8 February 2016

Information about this early years setting
Little Squirrels @ Shrawley registered in July 2015. The nursery opens Monday to
Friday from 8am until 6pm, 51 weeks of the year and is closed for bank holidays
and Christmas. The nursery employs 12 members of childcare staff. Of these, 11
hold appropriate early years qualifications to at least level 3. The manager holds
early years professional status and one member of staff has early years teacher
status. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-yearold children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Tina Smith
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Inspection activities
n The inspector had a tour of the premises and discussed with the manager the
plans for children's learning. She evaluated practice with the manager to
understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.
n The inspector held discussions with staff, the manager and owner throughout
the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and
outside, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the day and
through written documentation left for the inspector.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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