
Inspection of Poppets Day Nursery
Unit 10 Fyfield Business And Research Park, Fyfield Road, Ongar CM5 0GN

Inspection date: 23 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in the nursery. For example, as children arrive, they 
hug their key person. Staff are very caring and build strong relationships with 
children and their families. For instance, staff and children cheerfully sing songs 
together during nappy changes. Children's good behaviour shows that they feel 
emotionally secure. The key-person system is effective.

Children clearly understand the good behavioural expectations and follow the 
embedded routines. For example, as staff ring a bell to let children know it is time 
to get ready for lunch, they happily come in from the garden to help their friends 
tidy up the toys. They quickly tidy up and gather together for a story.

Children comment that they enjoy their time at the setting and they enjoy the 
lovely stories. Children talk about the story as it develops. As they do, they learn 
new words and their meaning. There is a clear focus on developing children's 
literacy and vocabulary skills. Parents praise the setting, in particular the range of 
activities and experiences their children enjoy. Parents say they feel the setting is 
as invested in supporting their children's development as they are.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents comment positively on the steps staff take to ensure there is an 
effective two-way flow of information with them. Staff regularly review children's 
progress with parents. Staff share information to work together to support 
children's next step in learning. They know the children well and understand 
how to support their future development. 

n Staff plan a good range of experiences and activities that build on children's 
earlier knowledge. For example, younger children enjoy playing with tubes and 
sliding pasta down them. Older children explore ramps with water. They 
experiment and predict if objects will float or sink in the water. Staff give 
children time to think and respond. Staff use meaningful questions. The children 
discuss why the big wooden block did not sink as expected. Children develop 
their thinking skills. They are keen to take part in activities and are confident 
learners and communicators.

n The experienced and well-qualified management team regularly and carefully 
reviews the learning opportunities for children. It confidently explains what skills 
children learn and how children are supported in their development. Managers 
ensure that children are being given a broad range of experiences. For example, 
children enjoy modelling hedgehogs out of dough and natural materials. Children 
listen carefully to staff, look at books for information and learn about the natural 
world.  

n Children benefit from regular opportunities to develop their physical skills and 
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manage risks appropriately. For example, they dig in the sand, balance on tyres 
and crawl through tunnels. Staff teach children about using technology 
appropriately. For instance, children learn about how to stay safe when playing 
games online. 

n Managers have developed effective professional partnerships with local schools. 
As a result, they have taken on board feedback as they carefully review the 
progress of groups of children. Managers ensure that any gaps in knowledge are 
quickly identified and addressed. All children gather the skills and knowledge 
they need for school or the next stage in their learning.  

n Managers are committed to improving the quality of the setting even further. 
They are effective role models and understand how to support staff. Staff report 
they feel supported by management and receive appropriate training to help 
them in their roles and responsibilities. There is an effective staff supervision 
system in place. However, recent improvements put in place to develop 
consistently high practice among all staff are not yet fully embedded.

n Children enjoy a choice of healthy food at the setting. Managers share 
information with parents on healthy packed lunches. However, at times, staff do 
not always maximise opportunities to develop children's understanding of the 
importance of healthy foods. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff demonstrate a clear understanding of safeguarding knowledge. 
Managers ensure this knowledge is covered as part of the induction process as 
staff start at the nursery. Staff undertake regular training to ensure their 
knowledge remains current. They can confidently explain the signs and symptoms 
of abuse that can indicate a child is at risk of harm. They understand how to report 
any such concerns regarding children. Managers vet staff carefully to ensure their 
suitability to work with children. Staff and managers understand how to report any 
concerns regarding the continual suitability of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the consistency of staff teaching skills to help all children benefit from 
consistently high quality interactions to promote their rapid development 

n maximise opportunities to teach children about the importance of healthy food 
choices.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482482

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10076306

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 9

Total number of places 68

Number of children on roll 121

Name of registered person Poppets Day Nurseries

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534059

Telephone number 01277 365488

Date of previous inspection 2 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Poppets Day Nursery registered in 2014. The nursery employs 21 members of 
childcare staff, 14 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above. It opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7am until 
7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for children aged two, three and 
four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Becky Williams
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Inspection activities

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector conducted a learning walk 
together.

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector conducted joint observations. The 
inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n At appropriate times during the inspection, the inspector spoke to staff and 
children.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager, deputy manager and owners of 
the setting. She looked at relevant documentation, including evidence regarding 
the suitability of staff.

n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Poppets Day Nursery
23 October 2019 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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