School report

Inspection of Murrayfield Primary – A
Paradigm Academy
Nacton Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9JL

Inspection dates:

9–10 October 2019

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Early years provision

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not previously inspected

What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils enjoy being at this school. Most attend well and are keen to learn. Pupils are
happy that the school has got a lot better over the past two years. Teachers have
high expectations of what pupils should be able to do in a wide range of subjects.
Lessons are interesting because teachers are confident in knowing the subjects they
are teaching.
Older pupils say that behaviour now ‘is fabulous’. Pupils from different backgrounds
get on really well together at breaktimes and lunchtimes. Bullying is very rare, but
pupils know what to do if they have concerns. They are confident that adults will
deal with situations immediately.
Staff expect pupils to behave well at all times. This includes children new to
Reception, who adjust quickly to new routines. Pupils work hard and respond quickly
to teachers’ instructions and requests. Pupils are polite. They show respect to
teachers, visitors and each other. They take pride in their appearance and in their
schoolwork. Pupils learn in a safe, welcoming environment. Pupils have many
opportunities to take part in a range of sports, art, music activities and educational
trips. Parents and carers are now highly positive about the school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
When the Paradigm multi-academy trust (MAT) took over the school, pupils’
achievements in reading were exceptionally low. This proved a barrier to pupils
learning well in other subjects. Leaders prioritised reading, which is now very strong.
The curriculum was narrowed to focus on basic reading, writing and mathematics.
Once pupils could read, additional subjects were introduced. This is the first year of
the full implementation of a much broader curriculum.
Standards in English and mathematics have risen dramatically and now reflect the
national averages in national tests at the end of key stage 2. Disadvantaged pupils
do at least as well as others. In key stage 2, pupils still have gaps in their learning
from a previously poor curriculum. Teachers check pupils’ learning in lessons and
through computer-based tests. The information teachers gather is used to adjust
plans and provide additional support when needed. A large proportion of pupils
speak English as an additional language. Leaders are particularly successful at
enabling these pupils to learn to read and write. Leaders carefully plan the additional
support for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities so that they still
experience a wide range of subjects.
Leaders have high expectations of achievement and behaviour. Year 6 pupils talked
about their enjoyment of studying Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in English.
Across subjects, there is a very good emphasis on developing pupils’ vocabulary. For
example, in music, pupils in Year 3 are able to use words such as tempo, texture or
dynamics correctly. Teachers regularly return to what pupils learned in earlier
lessons, which helps pupils to remember.
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Subject leaders benefit from working with other leaders across the MAT. For each
subject there is a well-planned curriculum across the MAT from Year 1 to Year 9,
ensuring that pupils are prepared well for secondary school. There is a real
partnership between primary and secondary teachers developing their subject
expertise. This strong subject knowledge is found across all subjects.
Leaders have effectively developed the teaching of phonics. There is a clear
sequence from the time children start in Nursery. Pupils achieve well, and results are
high in the Year 1 phonics screening check. Pupils are well prepared for reading
activities in key stage 2. Similarly, leaders ensure that pupils continue to develop
their reading skills through the use of carefully selected and high-quality books.
Pupils are being successfully prepared for the reading requirements of key stage 3.
Children start well in the early years. They enter the school with skills that are
slightly below those expected for their age. They listen to adults and follow
instructions carefully and focus well on their learning. Most leave Reception with a
good level of development. Leaders aim to increase the proportion of children
exceeding the skills expected for their age. To do this they have introduced a new
checking system this year, enabling staff to check more accurately how well children
are doing in different areas of learning. Staff are in the early stages of using this
system.
Adults provide plenty of opportunities for children to develop skills in preparation for
writing. Children develop important skills with the broad range of learning activities
adults provide. Children are prepared well for Year 1.
Leaders ensure that pupils’ personal development is well considered. A specialist
teacher delivers a well-planned programme for personal, health, social and
economic (PHSE) lessons. However, there are too few opportunities to celebrate the
faiths of different groups of pupils in school and to develop pupils’ understanding of
British values. Attendance has improved strongly but remains a little below average.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
There are highly organised systems to check that pupils are kept safe. Pupils said that the
main reason they feel safe is that teachers are like their parents and the other pupils are
like their brothers and sisters.
There are regular checks from people outside the school to make sure that leaders are
doing the right things. Everything required by law is done.
Leaders have adapted their work in the light of safeguarding risks in the local area. For
example, in response to a recent knife attack, they ran an age-appropriate workshop.
They ensure that staff are aware of the risks from drug gangs. Staff are aware of the
warning signs that a pupil may require additional help or welfare support.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 There has been a dramatic rise in the proportion of pupils reaching the expected
level in national test results at key stage 2 in reading, writing and mathematics.
However, very few pupils achieve the higher standards. This results from a legacy
of poor provision leaving gaps in learning for older pupils. Therefore, without
overburdening teachers or overloading pupils’ memory, leaders should ensure that
the gaps that still exist in older pupils’ learning are filled.
 Faced with the challenges of low standards, especially in reading, leaders pared
back the curriculum. All national curriculum subjects are planned well, but leaders
now need to improve opportunities for pupils’ spiritual development and
understanding of British values, by adopting similar levels of rigour as in other
aspects of the school’s provision.
 The system to monitor children’s progress in the early years is new. There is a
need to train staff in the more effective use of assessment so that they are able
to help children do as well as they possibly can so that more exceed expectations.
 The attitudes and conduct of the overwhelming majority of pupils are strengths of
the school. However, in order to be judged better than good, the impact of
leaders’ effective work to raise attendance must result in further improvement.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

143550

Local authority

Suffolk

Inspection number

10110188

Type of school

Primary

School category

Academy sponsor-led

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

354

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of trust

David Willis

Principal

Neil Winn

Website

murrayfieldacademy.paradigmtrust.org/

Date of previous inspection

Not previously inspected

Information about this school
 The school joined the Paradigm multi-academy trust (MAT) in January 2017.
 The current principal has been in post for two years. All senior and middle leaders
have been appointed since the school joined the MAT.
 The school uses P.L.O.T. and Hampden House to provide alternative provision for
a very small number of pupils.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 Inspectors met with the principal, senior leaders and subject leaders, groups of
teachers, pupils and parents. They also met with members of the board of
trustees.
 Inspectors started the inspection on the first day by focusing on reading,
mathematics, history, science and music. This involved discussions with
curriculum leaders, visits to a series of lessons with school leaders, discussions
with pupils, discussions with teachers, work scrutiny undertaken with school
leaders and the review of relevant documentation.
Inspection report: Murrayfield Primary – A Paradigm Academy
9–10 October 2019

5

 On the second day, inspectors undertook further discussions with school and trust
staff, additional visits to lessons and an assembly, and analysed the 31 responses
to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent View, and the 14 responses to Ofsted’s
staff questionnaire.
 Inspectors inspected safeguarding through scrutiny of the school’s single central
record of recruitment, discussion with the designated safeguarding lead, and
discussion with other staff and pupils.
Inspection team
Adrian Lyons, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Richard Hopkins

Ofsted Inspector

Keith Pullen

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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