
Inspection of Dinotots Childcare
14 Elliott Street, Blyth, Northumberland NE24 4NR

Inspection date: 24 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and relaxed in the nursery. When they arrive, they separate 
easily from their parents and carers. Staff collect a wealth of information from 
parents about their child. This helps them to meet each child's individual routines. 
All staff have high expectations for the children. They look at how children use the 
different areas and equipment, and think about how this can be improved to 
support children's learning. 

Children behave very well. Staff provide them with very good role models and help 
them to begin to manage their behaviour. For example, they ask children how they 
are feeling and deal with them very sensitively when they get upset or frustrated. 
Children are extremely proud of their achievements. They enthusiastically show 
staff what they have done and talk about how they have used the scissors to cut 
out shapes. Children feel safe as they approach adults to sit on their knee at story 
time.  

Staff plan an exciting range of activities that engage children and motivate them to 
learn. Children enthusiastically explore the environment and can easily select the 
toys they want to use from low-level shelves. Children help themselves to chopped 
fruit and water throughout the day.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager knows what works well and what needs to improve. However, 
some issues with the premises need to be acted on more swiftly. She 
encourages staff to think about how they can ignite children's interests through 
simple planning in the setting. Activities that are planned focus on children's 
interests. For example, when a child pretends to take a member of staff for a 
ride on their bus, staff plan for children to make a bus and tickets.

n Children love circle time and choose which of their favourite songs they would 
like to sing. They all confidently and enthusiastically join in with well-known 
action rhymes. They enjoy simple stories that introduce new words, which helps 
to extend their vocabulary. 

n Children have very positive and nurturing relationships with staff. Staff know all 
of the children very well, which means they can support their emotional well-
being. They help younger children to manage their feelings and encourage them 
to take turns and share.  

n Children have daily opportunities to visit local parks and play outside. Staff help 
children to understand risks by giving them explanations about how they should 
use the stairs to go up the slide. Meals that children benefit from are freshly 
prepared. Younger children develop their independence as they enjoy feeding 
themselves lasagne.  
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n Links with other settings are being established. Staff collect information from the 
other settings that children attend, such as nursery, if there have been any 
accidents. However, this is currently less focused on finding out what children 
know and can do at other settings, so staff can plan activities that support 
children's learning. 

n Staff monitor children's progress effectively. Where they have any concerns 
about a child's development, they speak to the parents and any other 
professionals that are involved in the child's care, so they are able to plan 
activities to support children's learning.  

n Parents are provided with good-quality information about what their child is 
learning at the nursery. For example, staff write down 'wow' moments to share 
with parents at collection time. Staff encourage children and parents to bring in 
items from home to add to their displays. For example, children collect leaves 
and bring in pumpkins. Children explore the awe and wonder of the world as 
they look at pumpkin seeds and play with soil. 

n The manager has worked hard to bring the new staff team together. She has an 
ambitious but realistic vision for the nursery. Regular reviews of staff's practice 
show where practice has had a positive impact on children's learning. The 
manager and staff look at what they need to develop to ensure that children's 
skills across all areas of learning can improve. Staff feel involved in decisions 
that affect their practice and they have time out of the sessions to update 
children's progress records. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff show a good awareness of what they need to do if they have a concern about 
a child and they know how to report any concerns about any adults working with 
children. They follow good procedures to help to keep the building secure. Adults 
collecting children other than parents or carers use a password when they arrive so 
that children are kept safe. Staff complete regular checks on the premises and 
equipment. This helps to make sure that the children and the environment are safe 
and any issues during the day are dealt with swiftly. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider ways to improve the already good relationships with other settings so 
that information about what children know and can do at other settings can be 
used to further develop planning

n refine self-evaluation to swiftly identify emerging weaknesses in practice and 
take steps to deal with any issues quickly.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2543456

Local authority Northumberland

Inspection number 10122976

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 3

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Dinotots Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2543455

Telephone number 07803725724

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Dinotots Childcare registered in 2019 and operates in the Blyth area of 
Northumberland. The nursery employs eight members of childcare staff, all of 
whom hold early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays and between Christmas 
and New Year. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm on Monday to Thursday, and 
from 8am to 5.30pm on Friday. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Larner
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk across all areas of the 
nursery to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff and children at appropriate times 

during the inspection. 
n The inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence about staff 

suitability and training. 
n A meeting was held between the inspector, the manager and the two directors 

of the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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