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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils say they enjoy school. They told us that they loved to write and that they 
write about lots of things. Their progress in writing is well above average. Pupils are 
proud of their work. So much so that they checked that inspectors had seen their 
books.  
 
Pupils said that teachers help them to be better at their work. When we visited 
lessons, we could see how much teachers and teaching assistants do this. Pupils feel 
safe in their learning and know it is fine if they do not get something right. They 
were happy to ask for help, and to help their peers.  
 
When we talked to pupils, they told us they feel safe around school. They also told 
us that their teachers encourage them to be respectful and kind to each other.  
 
Some pupils told us that bullying can happen, but that teachers sort it out straight 
away. They also told us that there is some name-calling. When we looked at the 
school’s record of incidents, we could see that leaders take action to deal with them. 
They make sure parents know what has happened and that the incident is resolved.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders know their pupils and families well. They have worked hard to develop their 
curriculum to reflect this. Trust staff have supported leaders to develop schemes of 
work that are in line with the aims of the national curriculum. Teachers plan 
activities that help pupils to know more and to practise their skills. Teachers use 
assessment information well. It helps them to know those pupils who need extra 
support.  
 
Pupils make good progress in mathematics, and were enthusiastic about their 
mathematics lessons. These are well planned so that pupils build up their knowledge 
step by step. They get lots of opportunities to practise too. Pupils in Year 6 told us 
how their work on addition in Year 5 helped them to understand more complex 
problems in Year 6.  
 
In modern foreign languages teachers are building pupils’ French vocabulary well. 
Pupils told us how they were able to speak in French on their visit to France. Pupils’ 
speaking skills are better than their writing skills. The scheme of work for writing is 
less precise.  
 
Schemes of work in geography and science follow a logical sequence. Pupils build 
their knowledge over time. Teachers check pupils’ understanding so that they can 
iron out misconceptions. However, some concepts are being taught better than 
others. For example, in science pupils know more about living things and materials 
than they do about physical processes. The scheme of work is not precise enough in 
this aspect of science.  
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Reading is a high priority for leaders. They place a strong focus on broadening 
pupils’ vocabulary. Many children start school with weaker language skills than 
would be expected. The teaching of early reading skills in the Nursery and Reception 
classes is very secure. Children get lots of opportunities to sing songs and rhymes. 
They build up a set of favourite stories that they return to throughout the year. 
Children’s reading outcomes at the end of Reception are improving year on year.  
 
The teaching of phonics (letters and sounds they represent) is well structured. Pupils 
are being taught in groups according to their ability. They get focused teaching. 
There is extra support for pupils who need to catch up in their reading. The books 
which pupils use to practise their reading match their phonics skills. This helps pupils 
to improve. Many of the pupils who struggle with their reading are not heard to read 
at home regularly. Teachers give more time to listen to these pupils read in school.  
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are very well 
supported. The ‘HUB’ provides specialist support for pupils with communication 
needs well. The special educational needs coordinator is diligent in her work. All 
pupils with SEND have precise targets for their learning. There is a robust cycle of 
planning and reviewing targets in place. Pupils with SEND are making good progress 
against their personal targets.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Anyone wishing to work at the school must complete detailed employment checks 
first. Staff get safeguarding training to make sure that they know what to do if they 
have a concern. The training is frequent. This means staff know the local issues 
facing pupils and their families. The designated leaders for safeguarding are 
tenacious when following up such concerns. They keep detailed records of any 
actions taken to keep pupils safe.  
 
The parent support officer is vigilant in checking pupils’ attendance at school. Daily 
routines include collecting pupils from home in the school minibus. She makes home 
visits when pupils are not in school. Staff work hard to make sure pupils are safe.  
 
Leaders are implementing a detailed scheme of work for pupils’ personal 
development. This places a big focus on helping pupils to keep themselves safe in 
the community and online.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In core subjects the schemes of work are planned precisely so that teachers can 

build pupils’ knowledge and skills step by step. However, in foundation subjects 
such as geography and science, schemes of work lack precision in some key 
concepts. Curriculum leaders need to check how effectively teachers are building 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Rosebrook Primary School 
9–10 October 2019 4 

 
 

pupils’ knowledge and skills for all aspects of foundation subjects, so that pupils 
learn more and remember more.  

 Leaders need to make sure that the very recently introduced scheme of work for 
pupils’ personal development is implemented across the school, so that pupils 
have a secure understanding of local risks, and that they are equipped with the 
skills needed to deal with them.  
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143145 

Local authority Stockton-on-Tees 

Inspection number 10110537 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 486 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Cllr Jim Beall 

Headteacher Eddie Huntington 

Website www.rosebrookprimary.org.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is part of the Ad Astra Multi-Academy Trust. When the predecessor 

school was last inspected it received a good judgement.  

 Most pupils are of White British heritage.  

 There is a higher proportion of pupils who are disadvantaged than the national 
average.  

 The proportion of pupils with SEND is above the national average, as is the 
proportion of pupils with an education, health and care plan. The school offers 
additional SEND placement for pupils with communication needs. This is run on 
behalf of the local authority.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

 
 During the inspection, we had several meetings with the headteacher, chair and 

vice-chair of the governing body, chief executive officer of the trust and trust 
representative. We met with the special educational needs coordinator, and 
curriculum leaders for science, geography, mathematics reading and phonics, and 

http://www.rosebrookprimary.org.uk/


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Rosebrook Primary School 
9–10 October 2019 6 

 
 

modern foreign languages.  

 Throughout the inspection we looked at how well school leaders provide 
safeguarding training and updates for staff, and create a culture of vigilance. We 
talked to the designated lead for safeguarding and reviewed the school’s 
documents and records relating to safeguarding.  

 We agreed with the headteacher to carry out a review of: reading, mathematics, 
science, geography, and modern foreign languages as part of the inspection. 
Together with curriculum leaders and senior leaders, we completed connected 
inspection activities that included: discussions with leaders, visits to lessons, work 
scrutiny, discussion with teachers and discussion with pupils.  
 

Inspection team 

 

Diane Buckle, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Alison Ashworth Ofsted Inspector 

Michael Wardle Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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