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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive with confidence and enthusiasm and settle very well after their 
school day. They have access to comfortable spaces where they can relax and 
spend time quietly, such as sitting on the sofa to read a book. Children have access 
to a good range of resources and activities. Staff ask children for their views and 
ideas and use these well to help plan themes and activities. Children make choices 
about their play and they mainly have free access to the resources. They are able 
to play indoors or outside as they wish. Children follow their own ideas. For 
example, some children created their own designs with beads and others used an 
assortment of 'junk' to make models. 

Staff and children form positive relationships. Children play across the age group 
together and are respectful of others. They mostly behave positively and follow the 
behaviour expectations. For example, children know to put up their hands at 
registration time to offer their views or to answer questions. Children enjoy a wide 
range of healthy and nutritious snacks, which they help themselves to. For 
instance, they chose different healthy fillings to make their own choice of wraps. 
Occasionally, staff complete some tasks for the younger children without giving 
them the opportunity to try themselves first. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The key-person approach works effectively. Staff know their key children well 
and use this knowledge effectively to support children's needs and interests. 
Staff are enthusiastic and join in well with children's play and activities. Staff's 
interactions complement school learning. For example, during a cooking activity, 
staff spoke clearly to children, which supported their language skills. Staff asked 
children questions to help them think and respond, and they encouraged them 
to use their mathematical understanding to count. 

n Staff organise the premises well to support children's play indoors and outdoors. 
They help children to use the resources imaginatively, and children are well 
occupied. For instance, a group of older and younger children along with a staff 
member created a game of skittles using the available resources. However, staff 
have not fully considered further ways to enhance children's choices, such as 
from resources stored out of sight. 

n The day-to-day manager is a positive role model to other staff to help them 
develop their practice. Staff feel they are supported well in their roles. They 
receive formal and informal feedback about their practice to help them build on 
their skills. In addition, the leadership team regularly evaluates the quality of the 
provision and identifies ongoing improvements. Since the last inspection, the 
team has implemented effective induction processes to help staff know and 
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understand their roles and responsibilities effectively. 
n Daily discussions about the 'golden rules' at registration support children's 

understanding about the expectations of behaviour. Staff encourage children's 
positive behaviours, such as good manners at snack time. Staff are mostly 
consistent in their approach to managing children's behaviour, for example when 
children occasionally need reminders about the rules and boundaries. 

n The operations manager has completed research to develop a nutritious menu 
that includes a wide range of different tastes and textures. This also includes 
food from different countries and cultures. This helps to encourage children to 
try new and different foods to widen their tastes. Children follow good hygiene 
routines before eating and staff remind them to wash their hands. Overall, staff 
support children's independence well, although occasionally they complete tasks 
that children may be capable of doing themselves. Staff provide children with 
support when needed, such as with the more challenging tasks. For example, 
they help children to roll up the bread wrap. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff are friendly and welcoming when 
parents arrive and are available to speak to them. Parents speak positively about 
the club and their children's time there. For example, they say that their children 
enjoy their time at the club and the activities provided. Staff who work in the 
school as well as the club help to support the partnership working between 
them. This contributes to meeting children's needs consistently. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The leadership team implements robust procedures when employing new staff, 
including checking staff's suitability to work with children. Staff have access to 
comprehensive written policies and follow these carefully, such as putting away 
their own mobile phones during working hours. They understand their 
responsibilities to safeguard children well. Staff know how to recognise indicators 
that would raise their concerns about children or adults, including those that relate 
to extreme views and beliefs. They understand how to manage any concerns that 
arise, including the reporting procedures to outside agencies. This helps to keep 
children safe and promotes their well-being.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY466141

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10084422

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 3 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Oxford Active Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904211

Telephone number 01865 594324

Date of previous inspection 6 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

West Oxford After School Club registered in 2013. It is run by Oxford Active 
Limited, which has other settings in the Oxford area. The club is located in West 
Oxford Primary School in the Botley area of Oxford. It operates Monday to 
Thursday during school term times. The breakfast club runs from 7.50am to 
8.50am and the after-school session runs from 3.10pm to 6pm. The club employs a 
core staff team of six, including a level 3 qualified operational manager. The 
operational manager oversees the running of the club and supports the day-to-day 
manager. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sheena Bankier
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Inspection activities

n A tour of the premises was carried out with the day-to-day manager, who 
explained how the activities and play experiences are organised.

n The inspector observed children's routines, play and activities and their 
interactions with staff.

n A joint observation was carried out with the day-to-day manager of a planned 
activity and the quality of this was evaluated. 

n The inspector spoke to the leadership and management team, staff, children and 
parents during the inspection.

n A sample of paperwork was viewed during the inspection, including some written 
policies, children's records, and staff recruitment and suitability documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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