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What is it like to attend this school?
This school has made big strides forward since the headteacher started in April
2018. Because staff have much higher expectations of pupils, there are better
outcomes across the school.
Pupils enjoy coming to school and like learning new things. They feel well supported
by their teachers and friends. One boy said, ‘Teachers make pupils happy, because
they make learning fun.’ Pupils love the various trips they go on, locally and further
afield.
Behaviour has improved in the school and is now good. Teachers know how to help
pupils behave well and how to deal with any misbehaviour in class. The school’s
systems of rewards and sanctions work well.
Pupils feel safe from bullying. They understand it but say that it hardly ever
happens. When it does, someone reports it and staff sort it out quickly.
All pupils know that if they come to school anxious or worried, there is always an
understanding adult to turn to. Staff are well trained and skilled in listening to
pupils. They talk through any concerns that pupils might have.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
In the past, pupils have not achieved well enough. Pupils are doing better now. The
headteacher has raised expectations of what pupils should achieve. She has the full
support of other leaders, teachers and support staff. Parents and carers feel more
included in their children’s education.
Leaders have started to implement a curriculum that follows the national curriculum.
However, these plans are still in their early stages. Leaders have only recently
started to focus on developing the wider curriculum. Learning is too often planned
around visits, special occasions or activities. Pupils certainly enjoy their learning and
are proud of their work. However, plans do not always have a clear structure to
make sure that pupils build on their earlier learning. Some subject leaders have little
experience and are new to their role.
Leaders are determined that pupils will read, write and use mathematics confidently.
These subjects are improving and are planned with care. It is helping pupils to
become more confident and successful. Outcomes in phonics (letters and the sounds
they represent) improved sharply last year, although were still below the national
averages. By the end of Year 2, pupils had caught up. There is still work to be done
to further strengthen phonics, especially in key stage 2. Some pupils are given books
that are too hard for them to read. Also, too few teachers in key stage 2 are skilled
in teaching phonics. Teachers are not well equipped to meet the needs of pupils who
are not confident readers by the time they reach Year 3.
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Leaders and teachers assess pupils’ learning carefully. Teachers step in if any pupils
start to fall behind. In lessons, staff explain things clearly, taking time to make sure
that pupils have understood. If pupils still do not understand, they receive extra help
before the next lesson. This is helping pupils who start to fall behind to catch up.
Other pupils who previously were not achieving age-related expectations are now
back on track in English and mathematics.
Senior leaders have high expectations for pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND). Whenever possible, pupils from the inclusion centre are
included in lessons. Staff adapt the curriculum where necessary, so that all pupils
with SEND are included and succeed.
The school is a warmly inclusive community which provides well for pupils’ personal
development. Leaders understand pupils’ needs very well. The word ‘kind’ is
displayed prominently around the school. Pupils try to live this out. They accept each
other’s ideas and beliefs. Classrooms are places where pupils get on happily and
want to succeed. Pupils follow the school’s golden rules of being safe, respectful and
always doing your best. Pupils enjoy taking on various positions of responsibility.
These include school councillors and ‘eco hunters’. These roles help pupils to be
actively involved in improving their school and community. Leaders make sure that
disadvantaged pupils take on some of these roles.
Children get off to a good start in the early years. The curriculum enables children to
be ready for Year 1. From the start, children learn to read using phonics. Teachers
plan interesting activities across the early years curriculum. Staff ask good questions
and model spoken English well. Children respond enthusiastically, showing interest
and curiosity. Children enjoy playing and learning together, sharing resources and
taking turns.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Pupils are safe in school. Senior leaders make sure that all who work in the school
understand how important this is. All adults know what to look out for and what to
do if worried about a pupil.
Senior leaders provide detailed, up-to-date training. Training takes local issues into
account. Leaders quiz staff, checking that everyone has really understood what they
have been taught.
Pupils learn how to stay safe, including on the road and when online. Pupils talk
about when they have felt unsafe online, and how they have spoken to an adult
about their concerns.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 The school has come through a turbulent time, during which there has been
considerable turnover of staff. It is now more settled. Senior leaders have made
sure that pupils are starting to be more successful in the core subjects of English
and mathematics. However, pupils at the top of the school have had a legacy of
weak teaching over time. Consequently, these improvements have not had time
to be reflected in outcomes at the end of key stage 2. Leaders should strengthen
and fully embed the improvements in the core curriculum and in teaching so that
outcomes across the school continue to rise.
 Senior leaders should develop subjects in the wider curriculum. Most subject
leaders of these subjects are new to the role. They need training and support so
that they have excellent subject knowledge and understand how to structure and
sequence the curriculum in their subjects. This will enable pupils to build their
knowledge and skills in a wide range of subjects.
 The teaching of phonics is improving. More pupils achieved the expected standard
in the Year 1 phonics screening check in 2019, although the proportion was still
below the national average. Leaders should further improve the teaching of
phonics, especially in key stage 2. Staff should be very clear about where children
will be up to in the school’s phonics curriculum at the end of each term, from the
start of early years to the end of key stage 1. At times, pupils struggle to read the
books that they are given because they contain words that they cannot sound
out. Leaders should ensure that the books pupils take home provide opportunities
for them to apply the phonics knowledge they have gained at school.
 Leaders should make sure that all staff in the school, including those in key stage
2, are skilled in teaching phonics. This will help pupils to continue to strengthen
their knowledge and use of phonics as they go through the school. It will enable
them to become more confident, capable readers. It will also enable teachers to
better meet the needs of pupils who join the school during key stage 2.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.

Inspection report: Milton Park Primary School
9–10 October 2019

5

School details
Unique reference number

140689

Local authority

Portsmouth

Inspection number

10111136

Type of school

Primary

School category

Community

Age range of pupils

4 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

381

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Mr Dai Thomas

Headteacher

Mrs Wendy Fowler

Website

www.miltonparkprimaryschool.co.uk/

Date of previous inspection

23–24 May 2017

Information about this school
 The school has a 14-place inclusion centre, which takes pupils from all over
Portsmouth whose primary need is in the area of social communication and
interaction. This includes pupils with autism spectrum condition.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 Inspectors met with the headteacher throughout the inspection. We discussed the
design and implementation of the curriculum and how well it enables pupils to
achieve, the behaviour of pupils, and rates of attendance at school.
 Inspectors met with the chair of the governing body together with another
governor. Inspectors also had a meeting with a representative from the local
authority.
 Inspectors considered reading, mathematics, science, history and art in detail.
They carried out linked activities to gather evidence about how well the
curriculum enables pupils to gain knowledge and skills. These included
discussions and meetings with senior leaders and the leaders of each of these
subjects.
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 Inspectors also met with the special educational needs coordinator and leader of
the early years. Inspectors visited lessons in all year groups. Senior or middle
leaders joined in these lesson visits. Inspectors also spoke to pupils and teachers
from these lessons and looked at pupils’ work. Several pupils were heard reading.
 A range of documentation was considered as part of the inspection. This included
the school’s records and analysis of behaviour incidents. Inspectors took into
account the 30 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View survey, together with the 29
written responses. Inspectors also spoke to parents at the start of the school day.
Inspectors reviewed the 40 responses to the staff survey and the 17 responses to
the pupil survey.
 Inspectors carried out a range of activities to understand how well pupils are kept
safe in the school. An inspector had a meeting with the headteacher and looked
at records relating to various aspects of safeguarding. This included looking at the
record of the checks carried out on people who work in the school. Inspectors
spoke to pupils, parents and staff throughout the inspection to consider their
views and understanding of safeguarding.
Inspection team
Bruce Waelend, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector

Helen Johns

Ofsted Inspector

Paul Shaughnessy

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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