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What is it like to attend this school?

Hartford is a school that is on its way up. It is more than ten years since the
predecessor school was last judged to be good. After a series of ‘requires
improvement’ judgements, the school is now good once again. This is as a result of
the effective leadership provided by the headteacher, the deputy headteacher and
other leaders.

Leaders have high expectations of pupils, staff and of themselves. They want every
pupil to do as well as possible during their time at Hartford. Leaders make sure that
pupils get the support they need to be successful. This is particularly true for pupils
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The school has invested in
two additional teaching groups, which are known as ‘hubs’. The hubs provide well
for the specific individual needs of pupils with SEND.

Pupils like coming to school. They enjoy the range of subjects that they learn about
and the tasks that they are given to do. Pupils are not worried about bullying
because it does not happen very often. They know they should tell a member of
staff if someone bullies them. Pupils are confident that staff can sort things out
quickly, if necessary.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have done a great deal to improve the school’s curriculum. Suitable plans
are now in place in almost all subjects. It is clear what pupils will learn, and when, in
most subjects. There is work still to do in computing, design technology and music.
In these subjects, it is not completely clear when specific skills and knowledge will
be taught.

French is at an earlier stage of development. Teachers’ subject knowledge is not as
strong in French as in the rest of the curriculum. This limits their ability to teach the
subject effectively. The school is working with the trust’s languages leader to
improve provision in this subject.

The school introduced its ‘apprenticeships’ programme a couple of years ago. Every
pupil is a member of an apprenticeship group, focused on an area of work, that
meets every three weeks. Staff arrange visits and visitors to teach pupils about the
jobs in each area of work. For example, pupils in the ‘law and justice’ group go on a
visit to a court and work with a local police officer.

Pupils start learning to read in their infant schools. This school carries that learning
on well. By the time they leave the school, most pupils are able to read fluently and
with good understanding. Teachers share a range of high-quality books with pupils,
including some classics and some that are more modern.

Teaching has improved in many ways. For example, teachers now notice
straightaway when pupils have not understood something. They explain things
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again, or give pupils alternative help, so that they get the hang of things as quickly
as possible.

Standards in reading, writing and mathematics are similar to other schools across
the country. Pupils with SEND make good progress from their own starting points.
Pupils also learn about a full range of other subjects. Teachers return to this learning
regularly to ensure that pupils remember what has gone before as they move on to
something new.

Pupils behave well and follow the instructions they are given. Pupils are keen to
learn, and they listen carefully during lessons. Pupils are able to concentrate and are
rarely disturbed by the behaviour of others.

Pupils are taught to treat other people equally and fairly. This is a day-to-day part of
how the school works. Staff take opportunities to reinforce messages about equality
whenever they can. For example, during an assembly about classical composers, the
headteacher asked, ‘What about all this makes me uncomfortable?’ Pupils
throughout the hall were keen to answer. One spoke for all by saying, ‘They're all
men and you don't like that. It's sexist’.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The school has a strong system to ensure that only suitable people are allowed to
work with pupils. All necessary pre-appointment checks are carried out promptly and
systematically. Leaders ensure that staff get the regular safeguarding training they
need. As a result, staff know the possible signs of abuse and neglect to be alert for.
They know how to report any concerns and do so promptly. The school’s designated
safeguarding leads understand their role well. They take appropriate action, when
necessary, to protect children. Pupils feel safe at school and they say that the staff
look after them.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The school’s curriculum is not yet sufficiently coherently planned and sequenced
in some subjects. However, it is clear from the actions that leaders have already
taken to plan next year’s curriculum and train staff in how to deliver it that they
are in the process of bringing this about.

B Progression of skills and knowledge is not as clear in computing, design
technology and music as it is in other subjects. Curriculum documents for these
subjects show what will be taught in general terms. However, they do not show
what specific skills and knowledge will be taught, when they will be taught, and
how they will be built on.

m Although work has been started to improve French, and it is now taught regularly
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in all classes, this is a weaker area for the school. Teachers do not have the
subject knowledge they need to teach French well. Planning for French is now in
place, but this is under review and is not yet fully developed.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
Further information

You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 143849

Local authority Cambridgeshire
Inspection number 10110191

Type of school Junior

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 7to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 229

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of governing body Darren Blake

Principal Steve Davis

Website www.hartfordjuniorschool.co.uk
Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected

Information about this school

B The school converted to become an academy on 1 January 2017. When its
predecessor school, Hartford Community Junior School, was last inspected by
Ofsted, it was judged to require improvement.

B The school is part of The Cam Academy Trust. The trust has 11 schools, four
secondary and seven primary, including Hartford Junior School.

Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

W Inspectors met with: the chief executive officer of the multi-academy trust; a
group of governors and trustees; the headteacher and other senior leaders;
leaders of specific subject areas; groups of pupils; and members of staff.

B To check the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors checked the school’s single
central record of pre-appointment checks, met the school’s designated
safeguarding leads, spoke with staff and pupils, and checked the school’s child
protection records.

B Inspectors observed pupils during their breaktimes and lunchtimes.
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B Inspectors looked in depth at the following subjects: reading, mathematics,
science and French. Inspectors met with the leaders of these subjects, visited
lessons, looked at pupils” work, spoke with pupils about their work, and listened

to pupils read.

Inspection team

Wendy Varney, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector
Ahson Mohammed Ofsted Inspector
Inspection report: Hartford Junior School 6

15-16 October 2019



Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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