
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are clearly settled and happy in the childminder's care. She provides a 
well-organised learning environment to meet their needs. Children form good 
relationships with the childminder and she supports their emotional well-being 
effectively. Children purposefully choose what to play with and confidently share 
their discoveries and resources with visitors to the setting. They show positive 
attitudes to learning. Children keep on trying, for example, as they play with 
bubbles outdoors. Children enjoy many activities and experiences that help them 
learn in all areas. They make marks in dough, build pumpkin towers and visit local 
parks.

Children are supported effectively in their learning by the calm and experienced 
childminder. She knows when children need help or when to step back and let 
them lead their own learning. However, at times, the childminder does not fully 
support children to develop their own independence skills.

Children learn to care for others and their learning environment. They are curious 
but respectful of the childminder's cat, for example, and tidy away resources when 
they have finished playing with them. Children follow simple instructions and 
understand rules to support their safety in the setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows the children in her care well. She understands how they 
like to learn and she plans activities to build on what they already know and can 
do. Children who are developing their physical skills enjoy running and jumping 
in puddles alongside the enthusiastic and engaging childminder. However, she 
does not effectively make the most of all learning opportunities that arise as 
children play.

n The childminder teaches children many skills to support their all-round 
development and to help prepare them for when they move on to school. She 
encourages them to put on their own shoes and boots, although occasionally 
she completes these simple tasks for children. This does not consistently 
encourage children to learn to be independent.  

n Parents report they are very happy with the care and support the childminder 
provides. They say their children enjoy attending her setting. The childminder 
gives regular feedback to parents and keeps them updated on their children's 
learning. This helps them feel involved in their children's time at the 
childminder's setting and supports them to continue learning at home.

n The childminder helps children understand the importance of good physical 
health. She teaches children to wash their hands, for instance, before eating 
food and ensures they have daily opportunities to be active in the fresh air. 
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n Children enjoy sharing favourite stories with the childminder. Her exciting 
storytelling engages children and they listen attentively. Children enthusiastically 
join in with familiar words. This helps their spoken language development.

n Children learn about simple mathematical concepts as they play. The 
childminder talks about big and small objects, for instance. She counts with 
children as they build towers with blocks. The childminder has recently attended 
training to help her support and build on children's early mathematical 
development. She reflects this has made her more aware of how to include 
mathematics as part of everyday routines. 

n Children frequently visit the local community. The childminder takes children to 
meet up with other children, visit the library and attend singing groups. This 
helps children to develop good social skills and learn about diversity in the wider 
world.

n The childminder establishes links with other settings children attend. This 
ensures good levels of continuity for children's care and learning. 

n The childminder reflects effectively on her practice and plans the changes she 
would like to make. For example, she hopes to develop children's understanding 
of recycling and the environmental impact of the resources they use. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of child protection and wider 
safeguarding issues, including promoting internet safety to children and their 
parents. She knows the procedures to follow if she has any concerns about 
children's welfare. The childminder ensures her setting is clean to play in and any 
hazards are minimised. The childminder attends training courses and keeps her 
knowledge of safeguarding current. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consistently encourage children to try and complete simple tasks by themselves 
and support their growing independence

n make the most of learning opportunities that arise as children play to support 
and extend their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY268366

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10073253

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 11 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2004 and lives in Fareham, Hampshire. She offers 
care from Monday to Thursday, all year round, from 7am to 5.30pm. The 
childminder is qualified to level 3. She receives funding for free early years 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Dean

Inspection activities

n The childminder showed the inspector the areas of her house and garden used 
for the care of children. She explained how she set up the learning environment 
for children.

n The inspector and the childminder held discussions about children's play and 
learning. 

n The inspector took note of written views contributed by parents.
n The inspector sampled documentation, including suitability checks and children's 

records. 
n The inspector watched the childminder and children as they played. She listened 

to their interactions and spoke to them at appropriate times during the 
inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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