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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are happy and safe. They have excellent behaviour and attitudes towards 
learning. Pupils all know each other and play happily in the woodland environment 
of the village green at breaktimes. Older pupils help the younger ones at these 
times. They have key responsibilities for helping the school run effectively. Pupils 
organise collective worship and act as house captains.  
 
The learning is enhanced by many activities. Leaders do not let the very small school 
site limit this in any way. All pupils use the large forest school area in the village. 
They develop skills in perseverance and independence. They are taken to use 
specialist sports facilities to take part in sports such as tennis and golf. A wide range 
of extra-curricular clubs run every lunch and after school. Trips add to the broad and 
balanced curriculum, highly engaging the pupils’ interest.  
 
Teaching is highly effective and most pupils’ attainment is high on leaving the 
school. Leaders have reviewed their curriculum and are clearer on exactly what they 
want pupils to learn in each year group. There is further work for subject leaders to 
do to know how well each subject is taught. There are some occasions across the 
curriculum where teachers could further deepen and extend pupils’ learning.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders prioritise activities and experiences that will develop pupils’ attitudes to 
learning and life, perseverance and resilience. Their high expectations are shared by 
all adults in the school. As all adults know every pupil, this leads to consistency, 
resulting in excellent behaviour and confident pupils. Bullying and poor behaviour 
are extremely rare. Pupils are sure that adults would sort out any problems quickly.  
 
Teachers provide a well-rounded education to the pupils in this school. The 
curriculum is broad and balanced, covering the full requirements of the national 
curriculum and more. Pupils have high attainment and make strong progress in their 
time in the school. Many pupils achieve the greater depth and/or the higher 
standard in reading, writing and mathematics at the end of key stage 2. There are 
times, however, when teaching activities and methods chosen could develop pupils’ 
understanding even more.  
 
Leaders have recently reviewed the curriculum. They are making it even clearer 
exactly what skills and knowledge should be learned in each class. However, a few 
subjects do not have this fully in place and not all subject leaders know exactly what 
has been taught. 
 
The curriculum is enhanced by a wide range of extra-curricular clubs, with high 
take-up. Many trips out add to the core curriculum. They extend pupils’ confidence 
and knowledge of the world. For example, the upper two classes took part in a mock 
trial at Ipswich Crown Court. They achieved second place for their debating skills, 
above many larger schools. All pupils in Year 4 learn a brass instrument and many 
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continue playing into Year 5 and 6. The pupils across the school regularly perform to 
local community groups. There are close links with the next-door church. 
 
Reading is taught effectively. Pupils enjoy taking part in acting out stories, this is 
also built on with links with local drama societies and yearly productions. Any pupils 
who are at risk of falling behind with reading are given prompt support to catch up. 
 
Pupils particularly enjoy mathematics and science. In both, they regularly undertake 
investigations. They can keep going when these are tricky and give good 
explanations of what they find out.  
 
Physical education (PE) and outdoor education are strengths in the curriculum, 
turning the limitations of the site into a success story. This is done by leaders 
arrange for pupils to use specialist sports facilities elsewhere. Pupils regularly take 
part in competitive and non-competitive events. They are taught PE at the 
community centre by a specialist teacher. Throughout the year all pupils have 
outdoor forest school sessions. The youngest have this weekly.  
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are extremely well 
supported. They are given support planned at an individual level to enable them to 
make excellent progress. The very few disadvantaged pupils also have individualised 
support as and when needed, enabling them to do well. They can all access extra-
curricular activities on offer.  
 
The school is well led and managed. The headteacher leads by example and staff 
feel well supported. The school works closely with other local schools and those in 
the multi-academy trust. Teachers and subject leaders are benefiting from working 
with colleagues in the MAT. Staff share their skills and expertise.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.  
 
All staff in the school have received high-quality training and are clear on what the 
risks are to pupils. They know what to do if they have a concern and any of these 
are dealt with promptly.  
 
Governors and leaders ensure that all appropriate checks have been made on adults 
regularly in the school. They check that staff have a good understanding of the 
training that they have received. Leaders also ensure that their own knowledge of 
current potential risks is up to date. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 There are some occasions where the activities and teaching methods chosen by 

teachers could deepen pupils’ understanding further.  
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 Subject leaders have begun a wholescale revision of the already broad and 
balanced curriculum to enhance it further. These revisions, to make it clearer 
exactly what knowledge, content and skills they expect to be taught in each class, 
are in place for some subjects but not all. Some subject leaders need to develop 
further how they will know what has actually been taught.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143071 

Local authority Suffolk 

Inspection number 10110346 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 5 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 80 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Christopher Wells 

Headteacher Julia Waters 

Website www.palgrave.suffolk.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2019 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Palgrave CE Primary School converted to become an academy school in 2016. 

When its predecessor school, of the same name, was last inspected by Ofsted, it 
was judged to be good overall. 

 It is much smaller than the average primary school. 

 The school is part of the Tilian multi-academy trust. 

 It has a religious character, that of the Church of England.  

 The school is part of the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich. The last 
section 48 inspection took place in May 2017. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 As part of this inspection, inspectors met with the headteacher, subject leaders, 

the special educational needs coordinator and the multi-academy trust principal. 
They also met with groups of teachers and pupils. They met with members of the 
governing body.  

 Reading, maths, science and PE were considered in depth as part of this 

http://www.palgrave.suffolk.sch.uk/
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inspection. Inspectors spoke to subject leaders, visited lessons, undertook work 
scrutinies, met with teachers and pupils to understand the quality of education. 

 To inspect the school’s safeguarding arrangements, inspectors spoke to the 
designated safeguarding lead, members of staff, parents, governing body 
members and pupils. They checked the single central record and a sample of 
safeguarding records. 

 Inspectors observed playtimes and lunchtime. They also visited the off-site forest 
school area to see a session in progress.  

 

Inspection team 

 

Tessa Holledge, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Joseph Figg Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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