
Inspection of The Collegiate 
Montessori Nursery LTD
6 Brincliffe Crescent, SHEFFIELD S11 9AW

Inspection date: 16 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and well behaved. They respond well to the staff's calm and 
patient approach and their many friendly smiles. Babies build strong bonds with 
staff. They learn to trust others and feel secure in their environment. Children are 
polite and friendly. Staff provide strong support to help children who find it difficult 
to manage their emotions to feel safe and behave well. Children are safe and well 
cared for indoors and out. Babies, for example, extend their physical skills as they 
play with small natural objects or brightly coloured three-dimensional shapes. 
Children's excellent personal development is promoted, for example, through many 
challenging opportunities to be physically active, independent and sociable. Staff 
place a strong emphasis on promoting children's communication and language 
skills. Occasionally, however, they do not help children to fully reinforce their 
learning and think more deeply. The manager and staff have high expectations for 
all children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). Staff help children to learn how they can keep themselves safe and to care 
for others. They provide a welcoming and safe learning environment indoors and 
out, which is skilfully matched to children's age and stage of development. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The experienced manager provides strong leadership to her staff team. She is 
well supported by her senior staff. Procedures to evaluate and strengthen the 
quality of provision are well informed by analysis of children's achievement and 
observations of teaching and learning. Staff are given time and support to 
access different training opportunities. This contributes to the quality of 
resources for children's learning and the staff's planning to help all children 
make good progress.

n Children make at least good progress in all areas of learning. Staff make sure 
children build well on their earlier learning. For example, babies play and sing 
simple action songs that help to reinforce their emerging language skills. Older 
children build on this with inventing their imaginative role play inspired by 
traditional tales or action songs. Staff accurately assess children's ongoing 
progress and use the information well to help children securely reach the next 
steps in their learning.

n Children have excellent opportunities to participate in rigorous physical activities. 
Children run their 'daily mile' with obvious pride and sense of achievement. They 
enjoy the regular movement-enrichment activities such as fun rugby for early 
years children, dance and yoga. Staff give children ample chances to benefit 
from fresh air in their outdoor play and many local visits.

n Staff make an extremely strong contribution to children's social skills and 
understanding of the needs of others. Children explore a wide range of cultural 
experiences, such as creating Indian rangoli designs or learning French. They 
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are involved in many charitable and community events, including mini-lifesaving 
activities with the emergency services.

n Stories and books are central to much of the children's learning. Staff read 
stories very well to engage children's interest and build their knowledge. For 
example, children are enthralled by a story about a scarecrow and are inspired 
to use magnifying glasses to investigate the textures and colours of autumn.

n Staff use the additional funding that children receive well to have a lasting 
impact on children's achievement and address any gaps in their learning. Staff 
work closely with other professionals to support children with SEND. 

n Staff are kind and gentle role models to children. They warmly praise children 
and value their ideas and achievements. They help children to explore their 
emotions and learn to be tolerant of others. 

n Staff's interaction with children is effective overall in promoting communication 
skills. However, staff do not consistently question children's understanding and 
reinforce their thinking and reasoning skills.

n Parents hold the nursery in high regard. The appreciate the open, friendly nature 
of the manager and her staff. Parents receive regular information on their 
children's progress and good guidance to support learning at home. Staff 
welcome parents' views.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There are thorough procedures to make certain that staff are knowledgeable and 
confident about safeguarding processes. They know the signs that indicate that a 
child may be at risk from abuse and neglect. They know how to report their worries 
to appropriate leaders or local authority agencies. The manager ensures that there 
are robust checks for staff's suitability to work with children and to maintain these 
standards. Staff are vigilant and deployed well to ensure children play in a safe 
environment at all times.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's interaction to consistently help children to deepen their 
learning and develop their thinking and reasoning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY358276

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10117650

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 94

Number of children on roll 117

Name of registered person Collegiate (Montessori) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527113

Telephone number 01142 580035

Date of previous inspection 15 November 2013

Information about this early years setting

The Collegiate Montessori Nursery LTD is a private nursery which registered in 
2007. The nursery supports Montessori teaching and learning methods. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 8am until 6pm, all year round. The nursery employs 29 staff 
members to work with the children. Of these, 28 staff hold early years 
qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark

Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a tour of the premises with the manager. He discussed 
the use of the learning environment and development of the curriculum.

n A range of documents were reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of the 
suitability of staff to work with children.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children.
n The parents' views were considered through discussions and written evidence.
n The inspector undertook a joint observation with the manager. He held a 

discussion with the nursery manager.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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