Inspection of Darfield Family Centre
Nursery
Darfield Childrens Centre, School Street, Darfield, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S73
9EU

Inspection date:

4 October 2019

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children are very happy and highly engaged throughout their time at the nursery.
They are gripped by the many exciting opportunities to investigate the world
around them and extend their knowledge and understanding. For example, they
love working together to create huge, multi-coloured, glittering mud pies. They
blend large buckets of paint to develop their desired colour. Staff introduce new
words and phrases such as 'sloppy', 'slippery' and 'big slimy soup'. Children enjoy
using these to describe their creations. Children behave extremely well. Staff are
very skilled at forming strong relationships with the children in their care from the
time they first join the nursery. They successfully encourage children to develop
friendships and play together with all age groups. Children have very positive
attitudes. For example, they persist at increasingly complex tasks, such as making
simple electric circuits or writing their name. Children are safe and very well cared
for. Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to build children's
confidence and self-awareness, including those with special educational needs and/
or disabilities. The manager and her staff have extremely high expectations for all
children to reach their full potential. This means children are well prepared and
eager to start the next stage of their education.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The manager is highly aspirational about providing the best quality learning for
all children. She has an extremely clear vision for the future development of the
nursery. The views of staff, parents and children strongly influence this process.
n There are exceedingly rigorous procedures to develop staff performance. These
are based on a thorough analysis of the quality of teaching and its impact on
children's achievement. The manager, working closely with the local authority,
ensures that staff have access to frequent training opportunities. They are given
the space and time to implement new ideas. This has a positive impact on
children's learning. For example, staff are able to be more precise in identifying
and addressing gaps in children's speaking skills.
n Staff are excellent role models. Children are tolerant, kind and understanding
towards others. Staff are patient, consistent and systematic in helping children
with emotional concerns to improve their own behaviour. They follow the
children's lead in establishing daily routines that they feel secure with. Staff then
use these routines as a basis for broadening the children's experiences and
sense of security.
n The quality of teaching is consistently high. Staff precisely assess children's
achievement and plan extremely engaging activities to promote the next steps in
their learning. They undertake initial visits to the child's home before they start
nursery. This enables them to develop a clear picture of children's needs,
interests and understanding. For example, children make their own play dough
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and add their favourite scents and colours.
n Children have excellent opportunities to develop their mathematical skills during
play. For example, they count toy animals and group them together. They learn
simple addition as they work out how many more they need to make 10.
Furthermore, children learn about shapes through play. For example, staff talk
to them about the shape of the segments of grapefruit during a sensory activity.
n At the centre of much of children's learning is the development of rich cultural
and language experiences. The 'Forever Book' scheme introduces them to deep
experiences of children's literature. The books are woven into all areas of
learning and group activities, and shared with parents at home. As a result,
children relish saying phrases such as 'a squash and a squeeze'. They excitedly
manipulate the pages and flaps in anticipation of what animal they will find
hidden in the 'Dear Zoo' book.
n Children are very physically active through, for instance, daily dance routines or
building their own obstacle courses. They assess the risks when they tour the
playground with a clipboard and chart and tell staff that the 'slide is too slippery
today'.
n Parents are extremely proud of the nursery. They appreciate the high level of
guidance and support staff give. They welcome initiatives, such as the 'Training
Pants Pack' they receive when children start toilet training or the '50 Things to
do with Kids in Darfield' programme. This helps them to enrich children's
experiences.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff have a very thorough knowledge of how to keep children safe and secure.
They take full advantage of training opportunities to deepen and develop their skills
in child protection. This includes the potential influences of extremist attitudes.
Staff keep detailed records of any concerns and know precisely how and when to
report them. The nursery works very closely with many professionals, such as
family support workers. This makes sure children and their families have access to
good advice to keep them safe and healthy.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY409396

Local authority

Barnsley

Inspection number

10117731

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

2 to 4

Total number of places

46

Number of children on roll

60

Name of registered person

Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Registered person unique
reference number

RP525496

Telephone number

01226753366

Date of previous inspection

20 January 2015

Information about this early years setting
Darfield Family Centre Nursery registered in 2006 and is managed by Barnsley
Metropolitan Borough Council. The nursery is open each weekday from 8.30am
until 4.30pm, during term time only. It employs 11 childcare staff. Of these, all
hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3 and above, including two at level
5, one at level six and the manager who holds level 7. The nursery receives
funding for free early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Andrew Clark
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Inspection activities
n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager. He reviewed all
areas of the nursery provision and discussed the development of the curriculum.
n The inspector observed children's activities indoors and outdoors, and assessed
the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children.
n Two joint observations were conducted with the senior early years practitioner.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and senior practitioner.
He looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff
working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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