Inspection of Compton Pre-School
Higher Compton Road, Plymouth, Devon PL3 5JB

Inspection date:

7 October 2019

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Compton Pre-School is a welcoming and nurturing provision. Children are
thoroughly absorbed in their play and work as the curriculum is inspirational and
developed around the children's interests. Children's ideas and questions, and staff
observations of their play, are used to create further learning opportunities. For
example, children are observed by the staff using the computer keyboard in the
role-play area and pretending to sell clothes online. The children ask to develop the
role-play area into a clothes shop and staff support the children to set this up.
Children play cooperatively in the shop and act out what they know, while staff
model and extend their play.
High-quality staff interactions enhance children's knowledge and skills through their
play, including writing lists and messages in the shop, counting and learning letter
sounds and numbers as the children weigh ingredients for cooking. Such activities
enable the children to build secure foundations for their future learning. The
children sustain high levels of concentration and keep on trying to overcome
challenges. For example, children explore cutting with scissors and different
textured papers. Children who initially find this challenging persevere and delight in
their success, creating pictures showing their progress.
Children behave extremely well and have high levels of respect for others. They
quickly learn to listen and respond calmly to requests. The manager and staff team
are passionate about promoting good manners and a caring environment,
modelling these for the children who, in turn, demonstrate these in their play and
routines.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Parents feel their children's progress has been accelerated by the broad range of
experiences and activities the pre-school offers. Parents feel they are kept well
informed of learning and progress, enabling them to support their children's
learning at home. Parents speak highly of the pre-school staff's commitment and
how their children are eager to attend. They feel the pre-school listens and acts
on their views. A recent example of this is where the manager has introduced an
electronic system for the children's learning journals as a result of parent
requests.
n Children develop a love of books, as staff share books and stories the children
have chosen in a fun and interactive way. Staff skilfully develop children's
language, by modelling and extending their vocabulary. They use props and real
experiences from stories to support children's understanding. For example, the
children choose a story about a gingerbread man. Children make gingerbread
biscuits and share their ideas about how the story might end. They greet their
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parents excitedly at the end of the session and recall the story and how they
made the gingerbread.
Staff understand and fully include children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities. This is a strength of the pre-school. Funding is used appropriately to
enhance staff skills and resources. Children are identified early and the
coordinator ensures all professional advice is implemented. This enables children
to make good progress from their starting points.
Children learn about their local community and the diverse world around them.
For example, there are exceptional community links with the local residential
home. The children talk with delight about their visits; they have built strong
relationships with the residents. The shared use of the facilities, for the care
home and pre-school, brings different generations together, who learn about
different life experiences from each other.
The manager and her team reflect on the children's curriculum and undertake
training to enhance their practice. A recent example of this is where all staff
have accessed speech and language training to support early identification and
intervention. Children have their needs identified at the earliest point, and
activities are put in place to build on children's vocabulary and understanding. As
a result, children make rapid progress in developing language skills.
Staff skills are used to share management responsibilities and enhance learning
in the classroom. This helps to reduce staff workloads and support staff wellbeing.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The manager and staff have attended safeguarding training and have a secure
understanding of how to keep children safe from harm. They are robust in their
systems and have recently updated their policy to reflect the most recent changes
to legislation. The manager follows up any concerns swiftly and works well with
external agencies to keep children safe.
Children are well supervised and any potential risks are minimised. Children are
taught to think about risks in their environment and to keep themselves safe. For
example, when children are outside they are made aware of different surfaces and
being careful when it is wet. Recent training and support to keep children safe
online is shared with parents.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

117180

Local authority

Plymouth

Inspection number

10125937

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

2 to 5

Total number of places

26

Number of children on roll

37

Name of registered person

Matthews, Sharon Amanda

Registered person unique
reference number

RP910173

Telephone number

01752 769355

Date of previous inspection

18 November 2014

Information about this early years setting
Compton Pre-School is open each weekday from 8.45am until 3.30pm during term
time only. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early
education for three- and four-year-olds. There are seven members of staff,
including the owner.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Dilys Vincent

Inspection activities
n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager.
n The inspector observed and spoke with the manager, children and staff across
the day.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector spoke with parents to gather their views of the setting, both
verbally and in writing.
n The inspector sampled documentation, such as policies, training certificates,
staff supervision, and children's learning journals.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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