
Inspection of Red Balloon Day Nursery
20 Field Road, Doncaster DN8 4AF

Inspection date: 18 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at the nursery. They happily run into the setting ready for 
adventures that are carefully planned and prepared for them. These activities 
capture the children's interests and motivate them to learn. For example, children 
use shopping crates to create places from their imaginations, such as a boat to 
row, or a train to explore far away cities. Staff have used information gathered 
from parents and carers to deliver a wide variety of experiences based upon the 
children's interests. Children are curious learners and eager to show their own 
knowledge and opinions. Communication and language are well developed. For 
example, when exploring the 'Three Little Pigs' story, children describe the feelings 
and actions of each character. Children in receipt of funding are supported through 
enhanced activities and equipment that matches their needs. For instance, story 
sacks have been purchased to help the children increase their love of books, to 
recall a story and build upon their existing knowledge. Children develop confidence 
and independence. For example, children are able to dress themselves ready for 
outdoor play by putting on their own coats and shoes. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff place a strong emphasis on finding out what children already 
know and can do when they first start. This helps staff to plan for children's 
learning from the outset. Staff build excellent relationships with parents, which 
helps them to understand the ongoing experiences that children have away from 
the setting. For example, using a parental engagement scheme, parents and 
their child are encouraged to go on treasure hunts and find objects that can be 
used in displays.

n Staff use assessments to provide children with a creative curriculum which 
considers their interests and next steps. There are excellent systems in place to 
monitor children's progress and to quickly identify any gaps in their learning. 
Staff work closely with parents and professionals to provide effective support to 
help children close these gaps. For example, children who speak English as an 
additional language are supported through the use of flash cards to help 
encourage them and learn the words they need to communicate effectively. 

n The nursery is welcoming and inclusive. Staff value children's backgrounds and 
cultures. They help them learn about, and celebrate, their differences, including 
religious festivals and world events. For example, staff regularly take children of 
all ages on trips into the local community to learn about the different roles 
people play, festivals celebrated, nature in the woods and history at the castle 
earthworks.

n Self-evaluation is very thorough. Managers have a good overview of the quality 
of the provision and use this effectively to set targets for future development 
aimed at continually improving the standards in the environment and teaching.
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n Children are well behaved, confident and polite. Staff help children to 
understand the rules and boundaries of the setting. A regular routine helps the 
children to understand what is expected of them and to know what is coming 
next. For example, a bell is used to signify that it is time to tidy away. All 
children stop what they are doing, sing a tidy-up song and help clean away the 
activities.  

n Children enjoy a good mix of child-initiated and adult-led learning opportunities. 
However, at times, activities are not organised as effectively as possible to 
enable all children to be fully engaged. Older children are not challenged enough 
to deepen or question their knowledge.

n Children benefit greatly from the large open outdoor spaces that encourage 
physical activity. For example, children have space to scoot and ride around on 
tricycles. There are mark-making and exploration activities outside. More could 
be made of these to enhance the experiences for those children who prefer to 
learn outdoors. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff demonstrate an excellent awareness of the 
indicators that may raise concern for a child's welfare. They know how to record 
and report any concerns they may have to safeguard the children in their care. The 
management team ensures that staff keep their knowledge up to date and 
encourages ongoing training. Safer recruitment processes are carefully followed by 
the management when appointing new staff to ensure all are suitable to work with 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consider how children of different ages and abilities can be fully 
involved and challenged further when they are taking part in planned activities

n provide even more experiences for those children who prefer to learn outdoors 
to ensure that their learning is promoted further.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY542506

Local authority Doncaster 

Inspection number 10126810

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 5

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 70

Name of registered person Red Balloon Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910936

Telephone number 01405818383

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Red Balloon Day Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs 10 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are 
from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for children 
aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Creagh
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager carried out a learning walk of the premises to 
find out how the curriculum and early years provision are organised.

n The inspector observed activities and the quality of teaching, indoors and 
outdoors. 

n The views of parents were sought, and the inspector spoke with staff and 
children at convenient times. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with the provider, the manager and 
staff. 

n Relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working at the 
setting was reviewed.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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