
 

School report 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of a good school: Ss Aidan 
and Oswald’s Roman Catholic Primary 
School 
Roman Road, Royton, Oldham, Lancashire OL2 5PQ 

 
  
Inspection dates: 8–9 October 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Ss Aidan and Oswald’s Roman Catholic Primary School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
The school’s ethos runs through everything that staff do. Staff go out of their way to 
make every day special for pupils. Staff also, through their lessons, help pupils to see that 
other people are special, too. The school has a place at the heart of the Royton 
community.  
 
I stood and watched Year 5 pupils line up very well. They braved the rain downpours on 
their way to swimming lessons. There was no fuss, no undue noise and no larking about. 
This behaviour matched how well pupils behave in lessons. They are keen and want to 
contribute. They respond well to adults. In the surveys, most pupils, parents and staff 
said that behaviour is good. There are very few instances of bullying or name-calling. 
Pupils said that teachers deal with it well. Pupils feel safe in school. Their attendance is 
good.  
 
School leaders have taken in many pupils relocating from other areas. Their expectations 
for all pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), 
are high.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Braving downpours of rain, children showed excellent levels of concentration when I 
visited the Nursery. Wearing wellies and coats, they focused their attention on their 
learning. The children are confident and have settled well. Teachers have designed the 
activities well to make the children think and to learn in fun ways. For example, the toy 
cash register stopped working. They started using conkers to pay for items in their 
outdoor shop. However, some of the activities in Reception do not build on what children 
learn in Nursery as well as they could.  
 
Leaders and governors know that reading is the main subject that needs to improve. 
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Governors have agreed to fund the new library, new reading scheme and new books. 
There is a good system in place for daily reading which starts from the first week in 
Reception. Pupils with SEND read well by the end of Year 2. Teachers help pupils to catch 
up if they fall behind in their reading. Some adults and children do not pronounce the 
phonic sounds as accurately as they could. There is a good match between pupils’ reading 
books and their reading ability. This means, for example, that pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5 
read fluently without stopping at difficult words. The class reading areas vary in quality. 
Some are well stocked, but others have few books. Too many reading areas contain books 
that are too difficult for pupils to read fluently.  
  
Mathematics has a well-designed curriculum. A team of staff leads it well. Most teachers, 
mainly in key stage 2, develop pupils’ understanding in mathematics. They demonstrate 
and explain how to solve calculations well. Teachers also develop pupils’ ability to explain 
their thinking. They ask pupils to prove their answers and to disprove incorrect answers. 
Pupils find it difficult sometimes to remember previous teaching about shapes and 
measures. Leaders know this and have developed a scheme of work that is building 
pupils’ memory. Teachers provide extra teaching for pupils with SEND. When it comes to 
the lesson, pupils have already had a taster. This means that they can keep up with the 
rest of the class and achieve well.  
  
The history curriculum is well planned. Teachers build pupils’ knowledge of different 
periods in history. Year 3 pupils, for example, could explain why children worked in the 
mills. They could also remember some facts about the mills around Royton. In Year 6, 
pupils in their study of the Second World War sat engrossed watching video footage of 
Germany in the 1930s. They were mature when watching some of the difficult content. 
Through history, they learn right from wrong. They learn to empathise with other people. 
Disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND achieve well in history.  
 
‘We have a moral duty for all pupils’ was a comment from one of the governors. This 
matches the fact that pupils are not taken off the school roll unless there is a good 
reason. The curriculum is not narrowed in Year 6 to focus on English and mathematics. 
Staff morale is high. Leaders minimise workload and look after the well-being of staff.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
The school uses a very good system to identify and track safeguarding incidents. This 
links referrals together as well as information about pupils’ attendance and behaviour. It 
forms a picture of the child and the family and enables leaders to take the action it needs 
as early as possible. There is a system in place to train staff about changes to 
safeguarding and to update staff about local and national changes. There is a good 
system to manage incidents and referrals. This includes working with other agencies, such 
as those that are to do with work and pensions, housing or finance. Leaders sometimes 
work with the police.  
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The reading areas in classrooms vary in quality. Some are meagre and have few books 

for pupils to choose, such as those in the early years. Some areas have books that are 
too difficult for pupils to read. Staff should improve the quality of reading areas so that 
there is a better match of books to pupils’ reading abilities. This will help pupils further 
develop their reading skills. 

 
Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give 
graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the 
school could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged Ss Aidan and Oswald’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School to be good on 12 May 2015. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
 

School details 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Ss Aidan and Oswald’s Roman Catholic Primary School 
8–9 October 2019 4 

 
 

 

Unique reference number 105721 

Local authority Oldham 

Inspection number 10087693 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 397 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Jason Kinsella 

Headteacher Damian Harrison 

Website www.ssaidanoswald.oldham.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 12 May 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is a voluntary aided Roman Catholic primary school. 

 It was inspected under section 48 of the Education Act 2005 in March 2018. 

 The school is in the process of moving from an intake of 60 pupils each year to 45.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 In this inspection, I looked in depth at reading, mathematics and history. I visited 

lessons in these subjects, looked at pupils’ work, spoke to pupils and met with the 
teachers. I also looked at the schemes of work in these subjects.  

 I met with three members of the governing body and a representative of the diocese.  

 To get pupils’ views, I looked at the 36 pupils’ answers to Ofsted’s online survey. I also 
met with groups of pupils to talk about their work in history and mathematics. I heard 
pupils from Years 3, 4 and 5 read. I also observed break and lunchtime.  

 I looked through 25 answers to Ofsted’s online staff survey.  

 I took account of the 58 responses to Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey.  

 I met with the headteacher and deputy headteacher throughout the inspection.  

 I met with a team of staff responsible for leading the school’s work in safeguarding.  
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Inspection team 

 

Allan Torr, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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