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Inspection date: 8 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children access a wide range of activities and resources that help to support their 
self-chosen play. For instance, older children enjoy cooking and independently mix 
their own ingredients. They explore mathematical concepts, for example, as they 
measure oats and chop apples into cubes. Younger children are confident and 
invite adults into their play. They develop skills that support their early writing well, 
such as making patterns with magnetic boards and pens. Children enthusiastically 
explore their environment. They demonstrate high levels of curiosity. For example, 
they investigate x-rays of insects at the light table, and explore cause and effect as 
they wind up torches, showing perseverance.

Children's behaviour is good. Staff use training to help children to manage their 
feelings effectively.  For example, they use visual timetables and signs supporting 
speech to help children identify their feelings and regulate their behaviour. This 
helps children to manage daily routines, such as transition times and during their 
intimate care. 

The manager is keen to maintain and build on existing high standards of care and 
education. She recognises that she needs to monitor the quality of the curriculum 
more closely so that she can help staff develop their good teaching skills even 
further.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have a clear intention of the skills and knowledge they 
want children to acquire. They have implemented new systems for planning and 
evaluating the curriculum. These help them to prepare children well for the next 
stage in their learning. However, younger children engage less well in planned 
activities than the older children.  

n The manager creates a supportive work environment. Staff feel well supported 
and value training opportunities. The manager encourages a 'team approach' to 
working, and staff receive regular feedback on their performance. However, this 
is not directed enough on their teaching skills to help raise them to an even 
higher level.

n Staff ensure a strong focus on developing children's communication skills. 
Children are confident to listen and talk. They benefit from targeted support as 
staff plan regular opportunities for children to hear stories, sing songs and 
practise rhyming sounds. Children show they enjoy these experiences, for 
instance, as they giggle and dance during circle times.

n Staff are positive role models. They model high expectations of behaviour and 
use polite, respectful language such as 'please' and 'thank you'. They give praise 
and encouragement to children when they achieve simple tasks, such as 

Inspection report: Ponsanooth Pre School
8 October 2019 2



washing their hands, tidying up, or helping one another.
n Partnership with parents is effective. Staff use their training to help parents 

understand how to support children's emotional development. For example, they 
use 'feeling fish' to help children express themselves and they provide story bags 
and activities for parents to use, helping to encourage learning at home. Parents 
speak highly of the pre-school and feel confident to leave their children in the 
care of staff who know them well.

n Children benefit from healthy and nutritious meals and snacks. For example, 
they enjoy tasting rice, beans, fresh fruit and oatcakes. Staff are passionate in 
their approach to healthy eating. They make good use of training to successfully 
improve children's nutrition, and involve parents as they share information and 
advice.

n Children have good opportunities to be active and they move freely around the 
pre-school. Staff take children on regular outings, for example, to the local play 
park. Children enjoy playing on the roundabouts and rocking horse, taking care 
to manage risks. Staff use their knowledge of children's capabilities to ensure 
they use large play equipment safely.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have attended safeguarding training and have a secure 
understanding of how to recognise and report concerns about a child's welfare. 
Risk assessments and safeguarding policies are detailed and robust, to inform their 
practices. For instance, staff ensure that they manage children's access to 
technology resources securely and offer parents online safety training to ensure 
children are well protected. Staff supervise children well and help to minimise any 
risks, such as teaching children to be aware of risks and dangers on outings. This 
helps children to feel safe and secure in their environment. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n sharpen the focus on monitoring staff practice, to help set precise targets for 
how the quality of teaching can be raised to an even higher level

n enhance learning opportunities for younger children during group activities so 
that they experience equally challenging experiences as the older children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY383437

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10069234

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 10

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Ponsanooth Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902006

Telephone number 01872 870509

Date of previous inspection 3 October 2014

Information about this early years setting

Ponsanooth Pre-School is a committee-run group that registered in 2008. It 
operates from the community building on the village playing field in Ponsanooth. 
The setting is open Monday to Friday from 7.45am to 5.45pm, term time only, 
which includes before- and after-school care. Pre-school sessions are available 
between 9am and 3pm. There are eight members of staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Ellicott
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager to find out about 
how the early years provision is organised.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
the quality of teaching and learning. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents and children.
n The inspector observed staff and talked to them about their understanding of 

how children learn and develop.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and looked at relevant 

documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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