
Inspection of Stepping Stones At 
Elberton
Elberton Village Hall, Elberton Road, Bristol BS35 4AB

Inspection date: 8 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily arrive at pre-school. Together with their parents, they develop 
good relationships with the staff. This helps children to feel settled and secure. 
Staff know the children well. They use their knowledge of what children like and 
can do to plan activities that are interesting and challenge them to learn. Children 
make good progress in developing their language and communication skills. Staff 
engage children in conversations and they model language to introduce new 
words. 

Children are keen and eager to learn because staff target teaching well to meet 
their individual needs. Staff have high expectations of what children can achieve 
and this ensures that children make good progress in their learning. All children 
behave well. They follow rules, such as tidying up the toys, and listen and respond 
well to staff's instructions. 

Children benefit from lots of outdoor learning and eagerly talk about their 'forest 
sessions'. Staff invest a large amount of time in adapting and organising the 
outside space to meet the needs of children who prefer to learn outdoors. Children 
enjoy using the large garden equipment to climb and taking part in digging the 
vegetable patch and growing vegetables. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children to develop a love of literacy. Children enjoy looking at 
books, and they spend time in the book area reading to themselves and others. 
Staff provide opportunities for children to retell and act out their favourite 
stories. Children demonstrate a good understanding of storytelling. They use 
both books and story props to confidently retell stories.

n Leaders and staff work closely with parents to engage them in supporting 
children's learning at home. Staff regularly provide feedback to parents about 
their children's progress and how they can help their children to develop further.

n Leaders and staff use good methods to monitor, assess and plan for children, to 
help them to make the best possible progress. All staff know the children well. 
They identify gaps in learning and create plans to support children's individual 
needs. All children, including those in receipt of additional funding, receive the 
support they need to make good progress in their learning. 

n Leaders and staff regularly review their practice and evaluate their performance. 
For example, staff observe each other and reflect on the activities provided and 
the quality of teaching. Leaders seek parents' feedback to ensure that parents 
have a say and are happy with the service being provided. Recent parental 
feedback has encouraged staff to provide more detailed information on what 
children have been doing during the day. 
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n The key-person system works well. Staff work closely with families to get to 
know children and their backgrounds. Parents are encouraged to share 
information about their children's emotional and learning needs when children 
first attend the setting. 

n Staff set clear rules and boundaries to help children to learn to keep themselves 
safe. For instance, children learn which areas of the woodland they must stay in, 
and there are clear rules about the use of the large equipment in the garden. 

n Children develop a good understanding of numbers and early mathematical 
concepts. They enjoy playing number games with staff where they confidently 
recognise numerals and count out objects to match. Staff use all opportunities to 
support mathematical awareness. For instance, as children build their own 
models, staff talk with them about size, and children excitedly compare how tall 
they are. 

n Staff regularly take part in training and research to develop their skills and 
knowledge. They share their learning with parents and children to support and 
promote safety. Staff have recently developed internet safety leaflets for under 
fives that have been shared with parents. Children understand how to keep 
themselves safe and they follow clear pictorial rules that are displayed. 

n Staff do not make the best use of opportunities that arise to support the 
younger or quieter children to develop friendships with other children in the pre-
school. The younger and newer children could do with more support to learn to 
follow the routines so that they know what is coming next. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders implement good procedures to keep children safe. Staff take part in 
regular training to keep their knowledge and understanding of safeguarding and 
child protection up to date. Staff are aware of the signs that may alert them to 
concerns about a child's welfare. They know the procedures that they should follow 
if they have concerns about the welfare of a child. Staff carry out daily risk 
assessments to ensure that the pre-school and surrounding areas are safe and 
secure. The manager follows good procedures to check and monitor the suitability 
of staff who work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n offer children the support that is needed to make friendships with the other 
children in the setting

n develop methods to support the younger or new children in the setting to 
understand the routines and to help them to know what is coming next.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY544677

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10095096

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Stepping Stones At Elberton Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP544676

Telephone number 07853173221

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Stepping Stones At Elberton re-registered in 2017. The pre-school takes children 
from the age of two to school age. The pre-school operates Monday to Friday from 
9am to 3pm, term time only. There are currently eight members of staff who work 
with the children. Of these, two have qualifications at level 6, one has a 
qualification at level 4, three hold qualifications at level 3, and one is qualified to 
level 1. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the education of two-, three- and 
four-year-olds. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Nicolson

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all areas of the pre-school. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of staff teaching with the deputy 

manager.
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included evidence of 

staff suitability and training.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager.

Inspection report: Stepping Stones At Elberton
8 October 2019 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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