
Inspection of Busy Bees Day Nursery 
at Northwich
1 Kingsmead Square, Regency Way, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 8UW

Inspection date: 3 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled. The key-person system is embedded and children 
form secure attachments with staff. Babies beam at staff as they copy and sing 
action songs. Toddlers listen attentively to stories and use magnifying glasses to 
identify different minibeasts. Older children enjoy acting out their favourite books 
using hand puppets.

The manager has devised a carefully constructed curriculum that is rich in language 
and promotes physical development. Children develop positive attitudes to their 
play and they are eager to learn. For instance, they are engrossed while making 
their own play dough and exploring the texture of the mixture. Staff extend 
children's learning by discussing how the mixture feels, what it smells like and how 
it looks. Children enjoy choosing different scents to add to the mixture before 
scooping it into cake cases.

Children are becoming independent learners. Younger children feed themselves 
and clean their own paintbrushes in the sink. Older children put their own coats on, 
try to zip them up, and serve their own food at mealtimes. Children's behaviour is 
good. Staff have embedded the rules of the nursery and children play well 
together, sharing toys and resources. Robust systems are in place to ensure 
children's seamless transitions into subsequent rooms in the nursery and eventual 
move to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager adopts a curriculum that fully promotes outdoor learning and 
experiences. Children in the baby room enjoy riding around the outdoor area on 
tricycles and practising climbing up and down on equipment. Toddlers enjoy 
balancing on one leg and practise their running and hopping skills. Older 
children enjoying social games with their friends. They take turns to count to 20 
while playing hide and seek.

n Children benefit from meaningful learning experiences that are planned using 
their interests. Children readily share their own experiences with their peers. 
Staff make good use of effective techniques such as 'chatterboxes' to encourage 
communication, and they introduce new vocabulary to children as they play. 
They extend children's knowledge of the world, for example, as they set up an 
African safari role-play area for children to explore. Children learn about different 
cultures and enjoy growing a range of vegetables in the garden.

n Children's uniqueness is celebrated. All children, including those who speak 
English as an additional language and those with special educational needs and/
or disabilities (SEND), thrive in this fully inclusive environment.

n Staff track the development of all children. This ensures that they can plan for 
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their next steps. Effective partnerships with professionals are improving staff's 
knowledge of how to support children, including those who speak English as an 
additional language and those with SEND.

n Self-evaluation includes the views of staff, children and parents. A bicycle and 
scooter park has recently been set up at the nursery to encourage children to be 
as physically active as possible. Staff have also recently set up a lending library 
for children to borrow books. Parents enjoy using the library room to read 
stories to their children before going home. Children enjoy their healthy and 
social mealtimes. They develop a positive attitude to leading a healthy lifestyle 
and enjoy communicating which foods are good and bad for them.

n Children make good progress from their starting points. They are working at a 
level typical for their age and they gain the key skills needed for the next stage 
in their development and their eventual move to school.

n Parents are grateful for the care their children receive and they praise the 
nursery for the 'highly skilled', 'approachable' and 'friendly' staff. Although the 
staff are helpful in encouraging reading at home, they do not help parents 
understand how to support other aspects of children's learning at home.

n While staff have good opportunities to access online training and for general 
professional development, they are not supported to develop the expertise 
needed to raise the quality of teaching and learning to the highest levels.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of what constitutes a safeguarding concern. They 
understand the procedures to follow to protect children from harm. The manager 
ensures staff keep their knowledge up to date through attending training courses 
and accessing online training. When appointing new staff, the manager follows 
thorough recruitment processes. This ensures staff are suitable and have the 
necessary skills to fulfil their roles in the nursery. Staff know what to do should 
they have concerns about the conduct of a colleague. Staff are vigilant about 
children's safety and supervise them well as they play. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support parents more effectively to help them extend their children's learning at 
home 

n develop further professional development opportunities for staff to raise 
teaching and learning even higher.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 305146

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10109599

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 107

Number of children on roll 101

Name of registered person Busy Bees Day Nurseries (Trading) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900805

Telephone number 01606 352614

Date of previous inspection 10 December 2013

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Day Nursery at Northwich registered in 2007. The nursery employs 20 
members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3 and three members of staff hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 6. The nursery opens Monday to Friday all year round, except 
for bank holidays. Sessions are from 7am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Olivia Barnes

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities inside and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n A joint observation was completed with the inspector and the nursery manager.  
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.  
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the nursery manager. The 

inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
staff working in the nursery. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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