
Inspection of Marshfield Pre-School
Marshfield Pre School, Marshfield Community Centre, Hayfield, Marshfield, 
CHIPPENHAM, Wiltshire SN14 8RA

Inspection date: 7 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at this welcoming pre-school, where staff greet children 
and parents warmly. Children arrive happy and get involved with activities straight 
away. Children have developed close bonds with staff and seek them out for 
cuddles and reassurance.

The manager and staff are dedicated to offering a high standard of care. They 
continually work closely together to evaluate the provision and make changes that 
support good outcomes for children. For instance, staff have taken on board 
information about children's home lives and different homes people can live in. 
When changing their role-play area, they have incorporated a sitting room into 
their role-play kitchen area.

The pre-school is an active part of the community. Children benefit from visits to 
the local shops, post office and butchers, where they learn about the world around 
them. Children's physical development is promoted well. For instance, children 
have plenty of opportunities to be physically active and benefit from lots of fresh 
air. They also take part in daily music-and-movement sessions where they develop 
their listening and attention skills as they dance to action songs.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents highly value the care and 
education the pre-school provides their children. Staff keep parents regularly 
updated about what their children have been doing and share ideas and 
resources to continue learning at home. For example, richly resourced home-
learning bags are available for parents to borrow, and staff support parents with 
learning and other topics including potty training. 

n Staff support children in a calm and gentle manner to understand about the 
behavioural expectations of the pre-school. They talk with children about the 
importance of sharing and being kind. They are also supporting children to 
understand their emotions and to be able to voice when they do not want 
someone to do something. Children show good social skills. For instance, 
children give each other hugs at circle time and play together cooperatively in 
the role-play area.  

n The manager works closely with the staff team but the monitoring and 
supervision of staff practice does not have a strong emphasis on supporting 
them to raise the quality of teaching to an even higher level. Some staff have 
accessed training but this is not closely linked to staff supervision to focus 
closely on raising teaching even further. 

n Staff develop children's communication and language skills well. For instance, 
staff introduce new words such as 'stomp' and 'cavern' during story time. They 
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engage older children in conversations and support younger children to learn 
new words and model language well. 

n Staff know the children in their care well. They plan a range of activities linked 
to children's interests and ideas and confidently talk about how they are helping 
children to make progress. Children are making good progress and learning key 
skills that will support them in their future learning, such as independence and 
recognising their names. Occasionally, staff miss opportunities to further 
challenge the most able children to extend their learning even further and to 
help them make the best possible progress. 

n Partnerships with other settings children attend are good. Staff communicate 
with other settings to share information about children's learning and 
development to ensure continuity. Staff also share information with teachers 
when children start school, to aid a smooth transition. 

n Children enjoy a nature walk with staff, where they collect acorns, sticks and 
leaves. They bring these back to the pre-school and explore what they have 
found. When talking about the textures of things they have found, a staff 
member suggests the children close their eyes and feel them on their hands to 
help them learn about texture. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a clear understanding of child protection issues and the procedure to 
follow if they have a concern about a child's welfare. They know the possible signs 
to be aware of that could indicate a child is at risk. Managers implement robust 
recruitment procedures and ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. 
Staff are vigilant about keeping children safe. For example, they carry out thorough 
risk assessments when building work is taking place within the community centre 
that the pre-school is situated, carefully thinking of all risks to children and how 
these are can be minimised to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the arrangements for staff training, coaching and supervision to raise 
the quality of teaching to the highest level

n make better use of opportunities to extend and challenge most-able children's 
learning even further, to enable them to make even better progress. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 136034

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10124618

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 10

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Marshfield Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901861

Telephone number 01225 891 900

Date of previous inspection 25 October 2012

Information about this early years setting

Marshfield Pre-school registered with Ofsted in 2001. It operates from purpose-
built rooms attached to the Community Centre in Marshfield. The setting also run a 
before and after school club. It is open each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm, for 51 
weeks of the year. The pre-school receives funding for early education for children 
aged two, three and four years. There are five members of staff who work directly 
with the children. Of these, two members of staff hold a qualification at level 4, 
one member of staff holds a qualification at level 3, and one member of staff holds 
a qualification at level two. One staff member is unqualified. There are two staff 
members who work in the office.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Sunderland
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Inspection activities

n The inspector held a number of discussions with the pre-school manager and 
staff throughout the inspection. The pre-school manager and the inspector 
completed a learning walk to understand how the early years provision and the 
curriculum are organised.

n The pre-school manager and the inspector completed two joint observations.
n The inspector observed the quality of care and teaching, and assessed the 

impact this has on children's learning, development and welfare.
n The inspector looked at a range of relevant documentation. This included 

suitability of staff, risk assessments and children's learning records.
n The inspector spoke with parents and viewed written feedback provided, taking 

into account their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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