
Inspection of Mornington House Day 
Nursery
Mornington House Day Nursery, Mornington Road, BRISTOL BS8 2UU

Inspection date: 24 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children benefit from the welcoming and inclusive environment. Leaders and staff 
provide children and their families with the support that is needed to help them to 
feel safe and settled. Parents and children develop good relationships with their 
key persons. Leaders and staff work closely with the families attending the nursery 
to provide a home-from-home experience for children. Leaders keenly implement 
their ethos to provide a 'small, homely and flexible environment', where they focus 
on supporting children to feel emotionally secure. 

Leaders and staff involve children and their families in promoting sustainability 
through local initiatives. Children, their parents and staff all work together to collect 
items to recycle, such as plastic pens and make-up brushes. Children go on walks 
to deliver the items to the recycling points in the local community. This helps 
children to learn to care for world around them. 

Staff have high expectations for all children to make good progress in their 
learning. Staff challenge children through exciting activities and games. Staff act as 
positive role models; they support children to learn to manage their feelings and 
behaviour appropriately. Children listen and follow routines well. They play well 
with their friends and learn to take turns and share. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff value and celebrate the diverse backgrounds of the children 
and their families who attend the nursery. Parents are actively encouraged to 
visit the nursery to share their cultures and to read stories in their home 
languages. This helps children to learn about diversity and the use of different 
languages.

n Staff know the children well. They use good methods to observe and assess 
children's progress. Staff provide children with interesting activities. Staff are still 
developing their understanding of the new planning systems, to ensure that 
plans are highly targeted to help children to make the best possible progress.

n Leaders and staff use good methods to support children's early literacy skills. 
They use children's interests well. Staff focus on encouraging children to be 
absorbed in books and stories. Older children enjoy using props to act out their 
favourite story, developing their vocabulary and using their imaginations. The 
youngest visit the zoo to meet real animals after particularly enjoying a book 
about zoo animals. 

n Leaders support staff well, through the use of observations, supervisions and 
team meetings. Staff have a detailed induction process to ensure that they have 
a good understanding of the policies and procedures. Staff are keen to take part 
in training to develop their skills further and this is encouraged by the leaders. 
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n Staff recognise and act on children's need to be physical. Children benefit from 
fresh air and space to develop their physical skills, and they enjoy being outside. 
Older children work together to create a ball run using the drainpipes. They 
wear their waterproofs so they can continue to play in the rain. Younger children 
enjoy using the different equipment to climb and develop their balance and 
coordination. 

n Children learn how to keep themselves safe when using tools and equipment. 
Staff supervise children and talk to them about safety as they use clamps, 
hammers and nails. Children confidently use the tools and concentrate as they 
learn how the hammer can be turned around to pull the nails out.  

n Overall, staff support children's language development well. They provide 
children with lots of opportunities to hear new words to extend their vocabulary. 
They model language and support children with developing how they use 
language. However, staff do not consistently recognise how they can support 
the children who have limited speech to communicate their needs, particularly 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 

n Leaders and staff promote good healthy lifestyles. Children have healthy meals 
and snacks. Staff eat alongside children to encourage good table manners. 
Children learn about where food comes from, for example they help grow 
vegetables that they can then eat. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders implement robust procedures to employ staff who are safe and suitable. 
Leaders and staff have secure procedures in place to keep children safe. They 
understand the procedure that they should follow to report any concerns they may 
have about a child's welfare. Staff know the signs that may alert them that a child 
is at risk. Leaders ensure that staff take part in regular training and they regularly 
check staff knowledge of safeguarding and child protection matters. Leaders and 
staff are aware of the need to work with other professionals to monitor children's 
well-being. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide staff the support needed to gain a greater understanding of how to use 
the new systems for planning, using the information that they gain from 
assessments

n ensure that staff are consistent in supporting children to communicate their 
needs and interests, with particular regard to the children with SEND. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY370580

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10061829

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Bristol Child Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527941

Telephone number 01179 733 414

Date of previous inspection 4 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Mornington House Day Nursery has been operating since 1971 and it re-registered 
in 2008. The nursery is open each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm, all year round, 
except for bank holidays and Christmas. Of the 15 staff employed at the nursery, 
one holds a qualification at level 6, 10 have qualifications at level 3 and one has a 
qualification at level 2. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education 
for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Nicolson

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all areas of the nursery. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of staff teaching with the manager. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the leader and manager. 
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included evidence 

about staff suitability and training. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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