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Inspection date: 2 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in their play. They enjoy a safe, secure and 
stimulating setting that supports them to build on their learning with joy. Children 
form secure attachments with all staff. Younger children who are new to the 
setting are greeted with lots of cuddles from caring staff. Children who are older 
and more confident are eager to interact with one another. They enjoy close bonds 
and secure attachments as they laugh and have fun with their friends. Children are 
well behaved. 

Staff have high expectations for children's learning and extend activities to 
challenge older children. For example, children make their own books, drawing 
pictures of their family and writing their names.

Children learn about the wider community. The manager organises trips for them 
to go on. For example, they visit the local shops and a local residential care home, 
where they share stories and socialise with the residents. Children develop a good 
sense of empathy, and they are kind and caring.

The manager uses additional funding effectively to meet the individual needs of 
children. All children, including those in receipt of additional funding and children 
who speak English as an additional language, make good progress from their 
starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff consistently sustain good interactions with children. They engage in 
conversation and model language. They explain, encourage, question and 
provide a narrative for what children are doing. For example, as older children 
play in sand, staff asks questions such as 'what size pot do you need?' and 'how 
many sandcastles have you made?'. This supports children's early mathematical 
development. However, on occasions, staff do not structure group activities as 
well as possible to meet the needs and interests of individual children.

n The curriculum is based on what children already know and can do, and building 
on their interests. For example, staff use children's interest in dinosaurs to 
create a 'dinosaur world'. Staff use indoor and outdoor spaces effectively, and 
they skilfully adapt their approach to challenge and motivate children to learn. 
Children are encouraged to try new activities. For instance, they learn how to 
build a wall by mixing sand and water and carefully place construction bricks 
together. Children are well prepared for future learning.

n Staff provide opportunities for children to make marks in materials. For example, 
children spent long periods exploring the texture of shaving foam. They enjoyed 
the experience of the soft foam on their hands. 
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n Staff promote children's communication and language development particularly 
well, for instance through singing songs, reading stories and offering 
opportunities for children to discuss their opinions. 

n Children are confident in their self-care. Staff provide children with safety knives 
to cut up fruit for snack time. Children learn how to use tools safely and 
demonstrate their independence. Children have many opportunities to develop 
their physical skills. For instance, they climb and balance confidently on the 
climbing frame and are learning to manage their own risks. Children manoeuvre 
ride-on cars successfully outside. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents comment positively about their 
experiences with the pre-school and the staff who care for their children. They 
explain how they use the online system to exchange information about their 
children's learning and development at home and at the pre-school.

n The manager evaluates the quality of the provision and has a commitment to 
developing the pre-school. For example, she has recently introduced a new 
planning system. The manager is well supported by her senior staff and the 
committee, who share her high expectations. Staff work well as a team. They 
comment that they are 'well supported' and 'valued' in the pre-school. The 
manager has put some systems in place to monitor the quality of teaching. 
However, there is scope to enhance the monitoring to help staff improve their 
teaching skills and the experiences they offer to younger children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of child protection and the signs to be concerned 
about in relation to children's welfare. They know how to report any child welfare 
concerns to the relevant professionals. Staff receive regular training to ensure their 
knowledge is kept up to date. The manager follows robust recruitment procedures 
to ensure the suitability of all staff working with children. All staff receive a 
thorough induction process. All activities and visits are risk assessed to ensure 
children are safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the organisation of group activities to engage and challenge all children, 
to help them to make the best possible progress 

n extend the current arrangements for coaching and the monitoring of the quality 
of teaching to improve the level of all staff's teaching skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 122504

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10066277

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Epsom Methodist Church

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518165

Telephone number 01372 727915

Date of previous inspection 20 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Epsom Methodist Nursery registered in 1992. It is located in Epsom, Surrey. The 
nursery is open each weekday from 9.15am to 12.15pm, with a lunch club on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 12.15pm until 2.15pm. The nursery is 
open during term time only. There are 10 members of staff, six of whom hold early 
years qualifications. The manager has a degree, one staff member is a qualified 
primary school teacher, and four have a level 3 qualification. The nursery receives 
funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Lane

Inspection report: Epsom Methodist Nursery
2 October 2019 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk in the pre-school to 
gain an understanding of how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and conducted a joint 
observation with the manager.

n The inspector reviewed documents, including evidence of staff's suitability and 
training.

n The inspector spoke with parents, staff and children during the inspection to 
take their views into consideration. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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